
J•€• ‚ƒ„„ - T•€ V•‚‚€ƒ C•„•…‚†‡

 Volume 3, Issue 1                 Serving over 900,000 Catholics  In The Diocese of Brownsville                                         JULY 2011

13

En Español
Artículos sobre la • esta 
Corpus Christi y el 
aniversario del Papa 
Benedicto XVI

ªVERBUM MITTITUR
SPIRANS AMOREMº

(ª• e WORD is sent 
breathing love.º)

CNS photo/Eric Thayer, Reuters

A statue of Mary stands outside the remains of St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Joplin, 
Mo., after the church and school were destroyed by a monster tornado that struck the 
city May 22. As of June 22, the number of those killed by the tornado totaled 156. 

Diocese responds with aid to Joplin

By ROSE YBARRA
! e Valley Catholic

! e headlines have all but dis-
appeared from the national news 
but the agony continues for the 
residents of Joplin, Mo., as they be-
gin a long recovery from the mas-
sive F-5 tornado that hit the city on 
May 22, the deadliest single U.S. 
twister in more than six decades. 

Catholic Charities USA and 
colleagues from its member orga-
nizations have joined forces to as-

sist Catholic Charities of Southern 
Missouri, the o"  ce that serves the 
Joplin area. 

Two representatives from 
Catholic Charities of the Rio 
Grande Valley traveled to the di-
saster zone to lend a hand with 
case management for long-term 
recovery services.  Sister Leticia 
Benavides of the Missionaries of 
Jesus and Edna Martinez departed 
for Joplin on June 12.

ªJoplin is still in pieces,º Sister 
Benavides said via text message on 
June 21. ªIt's so sad to even drive 
through the disaster area.  People 
are slowly recovering.º 

Sister Norma Pimentel of the 
Missionaries of Jesus and execu-
tive director of Catholic Charities 

» Please see Joplin, p.14

Two from Valley
travel to lend a 
hand with recovery

Two New 
Priests

Divine 
Mercy 

to begin 
construction

! e Valley Catholic

BROWNSVILLE Ð ! e Parish 
of the Lord of Divine Mercy will 
break ground on the # rst of several 
buildings planned for the parish at 
11 a.m. on July 9 at 506 East Alton 
Gloor Boulevard, six-tenths of a 
mile east of Expressway 77/83.  

Bishop Daniel E. Flores and 
Father Rodolfo Franco, pastor of 
the church will lead the ground-
breaking ceremony for a multi-
purpose building, which will also 
serve as a place of worship until a 
church is built. ! e building will 
seat 480. 

ª! is is possible because we 
have united as a community and 
are utilizing all of our gi$ s,º Father 
Franco said. ªIt's a blessing from 
God.º  

! e parish, which was 
established on June 29, 2005, 
currently celebrates four 
Masses every weekend at Burns 
Elementary School. ! e church, 
which already has 575 registered 
families, serves one of the fastest-
growing areas in Brownsville.    

! e parish boundaries are 
Paredes Line Road on the east, the 
railroad tracks west of Expressway 
77/83 on the west, Ruben Torres 
Boulevard (Farm to Market Road 
802) on the south and Farm to 
Market Road 511 on the north.  

Father Franco said that 
about 75 percent of the church 
population is active in parish 
ministries. 

ª! e church is already here,º 
he said. ªAll we are missing is the 
temple.º 

By ROSE YBARRA

! e Valley Catholic

SAN JUAN Ð When the Lord 
calls you to the priesthood, 
it is because he wants you to 

know the holiness of his own life, 
and holiness is always rooted in the 
mystery of the Lord's cross, said 
Bishop Daniel E. Flores during 
his homily at the Ordination 
Mass of two new priests. Bishop 
Flores conferred the Sacrament 
of Holy Orders upon Rev. Manuel 

» Please see Ordination, p.16

The Valley Catholic/Cesar Riojas

Bishop Daniel E. Flores ordained 
Joaquin Zermeño and Manuel 
Alfredo Razo, (kneeling, from left) 
to the priesthood on June 4 at the 
Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan 
del Valle-National Shrine. 

Newly ordained
called to holiness
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Those Who Serve
Sister Helen Rottier 
celebrates a Golden 
Jubilee

7

State Winners
Catholic school students 
bring home awards
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College Bound
Two Catholic high schools 
celebrated the graduation 
of 178 seniors
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Summer Meals
Catholic Charities 
sponsors 25 sites for 
summer nutrition program
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Dec!a el Papa Pablo 
VI que si deseamos 
la paz, debemos 
dedicarnos a pro-

mover la justicia. Y algunos a"os 
despu#s, el Beato Papa Juan Pablo 
II nos anim$ a contribuir a la 
construcci$n de una civilizaci$n 
de amor. Y, recientemente, el Papa 
Benedicto XVI nos record$ que 
la justicia depende de un amor 
verdaderamente fraternal entre 
las personas. De esta manera, 
la ense"anza social de la Iglesia 
Cat$lica establece una cadena de 
virtudes esenciales para enfrentar 
las di% cultades de nuestra #poca. 
¿Deseamos la paz? ¡Pues manos 
a la obra de promover la justicia 
arraigada en el amor&

Paz, justicia, Amor: Evidente-
mente, esta cadena de virtudes 
implica una lucha tremenda en 
nuestros tiempos, porque los 
v!nculos de amor que inspiran la 
justicia comunitaria y solidi% can 
la paz de la sociedad se ven muy 
debilitados hoy en d!a. 

Leemos todos los d!as en los 
peri$dicos de incidentes de la m's 
despiadada violencia a( igiendo 
familias en M#xico; vemos en el 
televisor noticias de criaturas ino-
centes, hijas e hijos de nuestras fa-
milias abandonados y hechos a un 
lado como basura.  Encontramos 
cantidad de ejemplos, entre ellos 
el de grupos juveniles que atacan 
despiadadamente a cualquier 
persona indefensa, crey#ndole 
ªdiferenteº  y sin valor alguno. Y lo 
que es peor es que hasta tratan de 
grabar tal incidente horrible para 
subirlo a las redes sociales como 
si fuera un trofeo. Los ancianos a 
veces viven con el miedo de que 
alguien decida un d!a que sus 
vidas ya no merecen continuar; 
y sabemos muy bien que,  si las 
criaturas en el vientre de la madre 
pudiesen hablar, nos pedir!an pro-
tecci$n contra la violencia mortal 
que la ley permite, como si nada, 
contra ellas. 

¿Viendo tanto odio y descuido 
de la vida a nuestro alrededor, 
acaso ser' posible edi% car una 
sociedad de paz, justicia y amor? 
S!, pero esto requiere de una lucha 
con las armas de la gracia, y con 
nuestros ojos % jos en la fuerza de 

Cristo nuestro Rey de Paz, Justicia 
y Amor. )sta es una obra que cada 
uno de nosotros debe llevar a cabo 
diariamente. 

¿C$mo empezar? La justicia y 
la paz empiezan en la comunidad 
cuando cada uno se dedica a cul-
tivar la justicia en su interior. La 
justicia interior brota cuando se 
forma en el alma una cierta capa-
cidad de mirar a nuestro pr$jimo 
con ojos claros, sin la presi$n 
que surge cuando juzgamos todo 
desde la perspectiva  de nuestro 
propio inter#s. Estas virtudes 
b'sicas empiezan a brotar cuando 
cultivamos la capacidad de sacri% -
carnos generosamente por el bien 
de los dem's, respetando el gran 
valor de cada ser humano. 

Las virtudes de la justicia 
interior y la generosidad se 
inculcan primero en la familia. La 
familia es la primera escuela del 
amor y de la justicia. Los padres 
de familia ense"an a los hijos 
como compartir generosamente 
los bienes y las responsabilidades 
de la casa, y como respetar a los 
vecinos y amigos de la escuela. 
Estas lecciones b'sicas, el respeto 
y la generosidad, son virtudes 
que deben aplicarse en nuestras 
familias, y extenderse a nuestros 
negocios, nuestros pasatiempos, 
en la pol!tica, y en todas nuestras 
relaciones humanas. 

La ley humana no puede ga-
rantizar la justicia en una sociedad  
si los que legislan para el bien de 

todos no est'n bien formados con 
la virtud de la justicia presente en 
sus almas, y a la vez,  con el amor 
fraternal. La ley humana misma 
ense"a a los habitantes de la 
sociedad de qu# se trata la justicia. 
Y si la ley trata con gran desprecio 
a ciertos miembros de la sociedad, 
como los no nacidos o los indocu-
mentados, toda la sociedad sufre 
por la herida in( igida al cuerpo 
social. 

Les imploro que se dediquen 
a cultivar la justicia y el amor en 
sus familias, y en nuestra comu-
nidad por medio de sus obras, 
sus voces, y sus votos; que luchen 
para ense"ar a todos, empezando 
con sus hijos, el valor de la vida, 
desde la concepci$n natural hasta 

la muerte natural. Y que nunca se 
les olvide que para luchar bien, es 
preciso pedirle al Dios de Justicia 
y Amor que nos ayude con su 
gracia. Necesitamos de la ayuda 
de Dios para fortalecer nuestras 
almas para tomar decisiones 
personales, familiares y pol!ticas 
que surjan de una verdadera ra!z 
de amor fraternal y de justicia ver-
dadera. Semillas de amor y justicia 
brotan en praderas de paz.  A es-
tos pastos desea guiarnos el Buen 
Pastor, nuestro Se"or Jesucristo. 

  Amen. 
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¿Deseamos 
la paz? Do we desire peace?

Pope Paul VI used to say that if we 
want peace, we need to dedicate 
ourselves to justice. A few years 
later, Blessed Pope John Paul II en-

couraged us to do our part to help build up a 
civilization of love. And, more recently, Pope 
Benedict XVI has reminded us that justice 
depends on a fraternal love between persons. 
In this way, the social teaching of the Catholic 
Church establishes a chain of virtues essential 
for us as we face the di*  culties of our time. 
Do we desire peace? Let us dedicate ourselves 
to works of justice rooted in love. 

Peace, justice and love: Evidently, this 
chain of virtues implies for us a great e+ ort 
in our time, because the bonds of love which 
inspire community justice and which solidify 
peace in society appear to be growing weak in 
our days.

We read every day in the newspapers 
about incidents of merciless violence a/  icting 
families in Mexico; we see on the television 
news about innocent children, daughters 
and sons of our families, abandoned and le0  
by the side of the road like trash. We hear 
of many examples of young people in gangs 
violently attacking in a savage way some 
helpless victim who appears to them ªdi+ er-
entº or without value. And what is worse, they 
sometimes try to % lm the horrible incident, so 
as to publicize it on the internet like a trophy. 
Our elderly at times live in fear that someone 
might someday decide that their lives do not 
deserve to continue; and we know that if the 
child in the womb could speak, she would ask 
for a protection against the deadly violence 
which the law permits against them. 

Seeing such hatred and disregard for life 

all around us, is it possible for us to construct 
a society of peace, justice and love? Yes, but 
it will require an extreme e+ ort forti% ed 
with the weapons of grace, and with our eyes 
focused on the strength that comes from 
Christ our King of peace, justice and love. It is 
a work for us all to participate in, and a work 
that is to be done every day. 

How to begin? Justice and peace begin in 
a community when each member dedicates 
his or herself to cultivating a personal sense 
of justice. Interior justice grows when our 
souls form a kind of internal capacity to look 
at our neighbors with clear eyes, without the 
pressure that arises when we judge everything 
from the perspective of our personal advan-
tage. 1 e basic virtues begin also when we 
cultivate the ability to extend ourselves gener-
ously for the good of other persons, respect-
ing the great value of every human being. 

1 e virtues of interior justice and generos-
ity are built up % rst in the family. 1 e family 
is the % rst school of love and justice. Parents 
teach their children how to share generously 
in the goods and in the responsibilities of the 
household, and how to respect neighbors and 

friends at school. 1 ese basic lessons, respect 
and generosity, should be applied in our 
families, and then extended to our business 
relations, our leisure activities, into the politi-
cal realm, and into all our human relations. 

Human laws cannot guarantee justice in 
a society if those who construct the law for 
the good of all are not well formed with the 
virtue of justice present in their souls, and 
at the same time, with fraternal love present 
there also. Human laws themselves teach the 
inhabitants of a society what justice is about. 
And if the law treats with great disrespect 
certain members of society, like the unborn 
or the undocumented, then the whole society 
su+ ers for having to tolerate such a wound in 
the social fabric.

I earnestly implore everyone to dedicate 
themselves to the e+ ort to cultivate justice and 
love in your families, and in our communities 
by means of your deeds, your voices and your 
votes. I ask you to make the e+ ort to teach 
others, beginning with your own children, 
the value of live, from natural conception to 
natural death. 

And I ask you never to forget that in order 
to % ght the good % ght well, it is necessary to 
ask the Lord of Justice and Love to help us 
with his grace. We need the help of God to 
strengthen our souls to make good decisions, 
whether they be personal decisions, family-
related, or political decisions, so that such 
decisions ( ow from a true root of fraternal 
love, and true justice. Seeds of love and justice 
sprout into pastures of peace. It is to these 
pastures that the Good Shepherd, Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, desires to lead us. 
    Amen.  

MOST REVEREND
DANIEL E. FLORES

BISHOP OF BROWNSVILLE

The new website includes 

up-to-date directory of ministries, 

parishes and Catholic schools, as 

well as new digital reources like 

videos, audio • les and photos. 

Visit the Diocese of Brownsville’s
 new website at www.cdob.org
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An estimated 1,500 children will be served nutritious 
meals this summer thanks to Catholic Charities of the 
Rio Grande Valley which agreed to sponsor 25 meal 
sites throughout the counties of Cameron, Hidalgo and 
Willacy.

• e Chancellor's O€  ce of the 
Diocese of Brownsville announced 
the following priests' appointments: 
 
E !ective!February!20,!2011
Rev. Patrick K. Seitz, extended ap-
pointment as Pastor of Saint Pius X 
Parish in Weslaco
 
E !ective!April!6,!2011
Rev. Jose Rene Angel, JCL, Judge for 
Diocesan Tribunal in conjunction 
with present assignments
 
E !ective!May!2,!2011
Rev. Francois Tsanga, SCJ, Chap-
lain at Valley Baptist and Harlingen 
Medical Center in Harlingen
 
E !ective!May!4,!2011
Rev. Eusebio Martinez, Spiritual 
Director for Movimiento Cursillos 
de Cristiandad in conjunction with 
present assignment

E !ective!June!4,!2011
Rev. Manuel Alfredo Razo, to study 
at the University of Saint Mary of 
the Lake/Mundelein Seminary to 
obtain a licentiate in Liturgical • e-
ology
 
Rev. Joaquin Zerme!o, Parochial 
Vicar of Saint John the Baptist Par-
ish in San Juan and its mission Im-
maculate Conception in Lopezville
 
E !ective!June!29,!2011
Rev. Rodolfo Franco, extended ap-
pointment as Pastor of • e Par-
ish of the Lord of Divine Mercy in 
Brownsville
 
E !ective!June!30,!2011
Rev. Poulose V. Nadamkuzhy, SJ, 
moved to the Diocese of Victoria
 
E !ective!July!1,!2011
Bishop Emeritus Raymundo J. 
Pe!a, Interim Chaplain of the Cath-
olic Student Center at • e Univer-
sity of Texas-Pan American in Ed-
inburg
 
Rev. Ignacio Tapia, Pastor of San 
Cristobal Magallanes and Compan-
ions Parish in Mission, Texas and 
its missions Our Lady of Fatima in 
Granjeno and Our Lady of Lourdes 
in Madero, in conjunction with 
present assignments as Diocesan 
Director for Vocations/Seminarians
 
Rev. Michael Gnanaraj, in residence 
at Christ the King Parish, with par-
ish ministry on weekends
 
E !ective!July!8,!2011
Rev. Gustavo Obando, Parochial 
Vicar of San Martin de Porres Par-
ish in Weslaco and its missions 
Nuestra Se!ora de Guadalupe and 
Saint Jude Chapel
 
Rev. Miguel Angel Ortega, Paro-
chial Vicar of Our Lady, Queen 
of Angels Parish in La Joya and its 
missions Saint Mary Magdalene, 
Saint Michael in Los Ebanos, Saint 
Anthony in Pe!itas and Saint Wil-
liam in Sullivan City
 
E !ective!July!22,!2011
Rev. Fernando Gonzalez, Pastor of 
Saint Luke Parish in Brownsville
 
Rev. Paul Roman, F.S.S.P., Paro-
chial Vicar of San Martin de Porres 
Parish in Weslaco and its missions 
Nuestra Se!ora de Guadalupe and 
Saint Jude Chapel

Priest 
appointments 
announced

Catholic Charities sponsors 
25 summer meal sites

Special to ! e Valley Catholic

Catholic Charities of the Rio Grande Valley 
is sponsoring 25 meal locations this summer as 
part of the Summer Food Service Program o" ered 
through the USDA Food and Nutrition Service. 

Sites are located throughout Cameron, Hidal-
go and Willacy County. An estimated 1,500 chil-
dren will be served snacks and/or lunches.

ªWe appreciate Catholic Charities going above 
and beyond with the Summer Food Service Pro-
gram,º said Garcia. ª• e agency partnered with 
other communities to set up sites in rural areas and 
colonias, whose residents have a hard time getting 
access to assistance. President Barack Obama has 
set a goal to end childhood hunger by 2015. Catho-
lic Charities will help us reach that goal by provid-
ing the sta"  to administer these meals to children.º

• e Summer Food Service Program, a nutri-
tion assistance program under the USDA Food 
and Nutrition Service, provides free, nutritious 
meals and snacks to help children in low-income 
areas get the nutrition they need to learn, play, and 
grow, throughout the summer months when they 
are out of school. 

Last year in Texas 2.3 million children quali-
# ed for free and reduced-price meals in the Na-
tional School Lunch Program, which makes them 
eligible to participate in Summer Food Service 
Program. Only 162,636 Texas children (less than 
7 percent) took part in Summer Food Service Pro-
gram in 2010. 

ªHunger is one of the most severe roadblocks 
to the learning process. Lack of nutrition during 
the summer months may set up a cycle for poor 
performance once school begins again,º said Gar-
cia. ªHunger also may make children more prone 
to illness and other health issues.º

Bishop Daniel E. Flores o" ered a blessing to 
more than 100 people in attendance at a press con-
ference on May 26 to kick o"  the program, 

Also attending the press conference were rep-
resentatives from the Texas Health and Human 
Services Commission, the o€  ce of U.S. Represen-
tative Blake Farenthold (R-Brownsville) and the 

o€  ce of U.S. Representative Ruben Hinojosa (D-
McAllen).

Chapita's Food Service Division, a vendor for 
the summer meals program attended the kick-o"  
event to give children samples of what summer 
meals would be o" ered.

To learn about the nearest Summer Food Ser-
vice Program site in your area, visit www.summer-
food.org and click on the top-right corner link that 
says ªEat Right, Find a Site.º

• e Valley Catholic 

Some 200 young adults from 
the Diocese of Brownsville are 
preparing for their departure 
to Spain in August to meet up 
with more than one million 
pilgrims expected to participate 
in the World Youth Day events 
in Madrid Aug. 16 through 
Aug. 21.

! e Valley delegation 

traveling with Bishop Daniel E. 
Flores will depart Aug. 10 with 
a scheduled stop in Portugal 
to visit Fatima.  ! ey will then 
make their way to Santiago de 
Compostela in Spain before 
meeting with other pilgrims in 
Madrid.

! ey will be among the 
25,000 U.S. pilgrims traveling 
to the Spanish capital to attend 
the event.

Bishop celebrated Mass at 
the Basilica of Our Lady of San 
Juan del Valle-National Shrine 
on June 10 with young adults 
who are making the pilgrimage 
in August.  He reminded the 

pilgrims, ºWhat we all have to 
keep in mind whenever we go 
on pilgrimage, is that the Lord 
is with us, and he is asking us 
`Do you see me, because I am 
not just there when you get to 
the end. I am there as you are 
walking to get there.'º

ªLet us ask the Lord to keep 
us mindful of his presence, 
not just when we get there, 
but along the way. Let us be 
grateful that we will be able to 
join all the many, many people 
from throughout the world 
to celebrate our faith in the 
Redeemer, but also his love, his 
love for the world.º

The Valley Catholic

Bishop Daniel E. Flores blessed young adults who will be traveling this August to participate in World Youth Day 2011 in 
Madrid, Spain. The blessing came following a special Mass on June 10 at the Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle-
National Shrine in San Juan.

KMBH 
Board names 

new CEO
• e Valley Catholic

HARLINGEN Ð Robert Guti-
errez was named president and 
chief executive o"  cer of RGV Edu-
cational Broadcasting, Inc., e# ective 
June 22. 

Gutierrez oversees operations of 
local public 
radio station 
FM 88.1/
FM 88.9 
and televi-
sion station 
KMBH TV, 
which con-
sists of four 
channels in-
cluding the 
local Public 
Broadcasting 
System (PBS) 
a"  liate. 

Gutierrez joins the RGV Edu-
cational Broadcasting, Inc. team 
a$ er spending four years as director 
of sales and marketing at Gateway 
Printing & O"  ce Supply, Inc. in Ed-
inburg. He previously spent seven 
years at television station KVEO 
and has a strong business and man-
agement background with experi-
ence in the oil industry, manufac-
turing and retailing. 

Gutierrez's main priority is to 
provide a sense of organization 
and leadership at RGV Educational 
Broadcasting, Inc., which has had 
three chief executive o"  cers in two 
years. He also plans to revamp both 
stations' branding and marketing 
strategies.  

Gutierrez said that he already 
has a solid, talented team in place to 
attain his long and short term goals. 

ª! ere are good people here that 
are committed,º he said. ªWhat we 
need is a little direction.º

Gutierrez's long term goal is for 
RGV Educational Broadcasting, 
Inc. ªto stand on its own, to be its 
own media entity that will not rely 
on the diocese.º 

 ªWe want to make it (RGV Edu-
cational Broadcasting, Inc.) the true 
jewel that it should be,º he said. ªWe 
want to give it a new, shiny look and 
promote the importance of public 
television and radio.º 

A native of Laredo, Gutierrez re-
sides in Mission with his wife of 18 
years, Rachel and their three daugh-
ters. He is a parishioner at Our Lady 
of Sorrows Church in McAllen and  
a member of the Knights of Colum-
bus, Council 1204. 

Classes for 
Consecration to 

Jesus through Mary 
begin July 14

GUTIERREZ

• e Valley Catholic

HARLINGEN Ð Classes for 
Consecration to Jesus through 
Mary will begin ! ursday, July 14 
and continue through Aug. 11 from 
7 to 9 p.m. at Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Church in Harlingen, 412 
South ªCº St.

A Consecration Ceremony is 
scheduled for Monday, Aug. 15 - 
Feast of the Assumption.

! ere is no charge for the class 
and no pre-registration required. 
For additional information call 
Carol Vaughan at (956) 428-2636.                                       

Young adults gear 
up for World Youth 
Day in Spain

Madrid Bound
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Lydia Pesina
Director, Family 
Life O•  ce

Remembering signi! cant 
moments in our lives is a 
grace and a blessing. I re-

member the last day of my fresh-
man year in high school in 1969 
because it is the day that I met my 
husband at a Going Out of School 
Dance.  Mauri was wearing a 
yellow shirt and I was wearing a 
yellow dress, so to this day, every 
year on May 28th, I take out that 
yellow shirt and yellow dress from 
the closet as a reminder of where 
it all began.

Many men and women  
remember their wedding day as 
one of the most signi! cant days 
in their lives;  a day in which they 
promised their spouse to ªbe true 
in good times and in bad, in sick-
ness and in health, to love and to 
honor all the days of their livesº. 

When a couple becomes en-
gaged, they begin to plan for that 
wedding day and all that it entails: 
invitations, reception, wedding 
attire, wedding party, music, 
and very importantly a wedding 
liturgy. " ey make an appoint-
ment with their parish priest and 
are welcomed with open arms 
to begin a marriage preparation 
process. For some, this initial 
interview reminds them that 
they are preparing not only for a 
ªweddingº but also for ªa life-long 
marriageº. 

In the document Faithful to 
Each Other Forever , the United 
States Catholic Bishops, state 
that ªwhile the Code of Canon 
Law (1063) places the responsi-
bility for marriage preparation 
upon the pastor, it also mentions 
that he should see to it that the 
ªecclesial communityº furnishes 
assistance in these e# orts. 

Pope John Paul II, likewise 
urged that the Christian family 
and the whole of the ecclesial 
community be involved in the 
di# erent phases of marriage 
preparation (Familiaris Consor-
tio). What we seek therefore, is 
a collaborative e# ort among the 
clergy, religious, and laity in all 
facets of this (marriage prepara-
tion) work.º

Marriage Preparation has 
evolved in this country through-
out the years. Couples who I 
know that have been married for 
60 or more years tell me that their 
marriage preparation consisted 
of talking to the parish priest one 
time before the wedding. 

When my husband Mauri and 
I prepared for marriage 36 years 
ago, we attended two a$ ernoon 
programs called Pre-Cana at the 
Basilica Auditorium with about 
100 other people and listened to 
some presentations on several 
topics including ! nances and sex. 

Here in the Diocese of 
Brownsville, the Synodal Legisla-
tion which was promulgated in 
2006 includes speci! c policies 
for marriage preparation which 

» Please see Marriage, p.15

Preparing 
for a wedding 
or preparing 

for a marriage?
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Sacred Heart Church in 
Edinburg is o# ering street 
pavers for a new plaza 
planned for the area between 
the old church building and 
the school on Kuhn Street, 
which will be permanently 
closed to tra%  c. 

Commemorative brick 
pavers cost &100 for a 12 
inch by 8 inch paver and 
&75 for an 8 inch by 6 inch 
paver. Each paver can hold 
a personalized engraved 
message up to 54 characters. 

" e paver project is being 
held in anticipation of the 
blessing and dedication of 
a new church building in 
the fall.  Construction is 
expected to be completed by 
October. 

" e Valley Catholic 

" anks to the support of 
the Knights of Columbus, the 
McAllen Pregnancy Center has a 
new ultrasound machine. 

For the center, which sees 
many abortion-minded women, 
the machine can mean the 
di# erence between life and death. 
Studies show that ultrasound 
imaging is a powerful weapon 
against abortion. 

ªWe save so many babies with 
the ultrasound machine,º said 
Yolanda Chapa, executive director 
of the McAllen Pregnancy 
Center, a Catholic facility. ªIt's the 
window to the womb. It's God's 
camera that shows mothers that 
their babies are human beings, 
not masses of tissue.º 

" e Knights of Columbus 
launched a new initiative on 
January 22, 2009, on the 36th 
anniversary of the Supreme 
Court's Roe v. Wade decision that 
legalized abortion on demand, 

to provide ! nancial assistance 
for the purchase of ultrasound 
machines. 

On that day, the Knights of 
Columbus Supreme Council 
matched funds raised by Knights 

in Florida and Iowa to complete 
funding for two pregnancy care 
centers that needed ultrasound 
machines. Since then, funding has 
been provided for the purchase 
of machines for centers in other 

parts of the country, including the 
McAllen Pregnancy Center. 

Local Knights of Columbus 
councils raised &12,000 and 
the the Knights of Columbus 
Ultrasound Initiative matched 
their e# orts, which was enough to 
purchase the ultrasound machine. 
A generous ªangelº from Houston, 
donated a new monitor, Chapa 
said. 

" e McAllen Pregnancy 
Center purchased an ultrasound 
machine when the center opened 
three years ago but, ªit went kaput 
a$ er the holidays,º Chapa said, 
leaving the center without a vital 
resource for months.

" e new machine was 
installed and blessed by Bishop 
Daniel E. Flores in April. 

ªGod put so many angels 
in our journey,º Chapa said. 
ª" rough this process, God 
showed us his constant protection 
and grace so that these babies can 
be saved.º 

Bishop blesses sonogram machine

Sacred Heart Church sells commemorative pavers 

Courtesy photo

Bishop Daniel E. Flores blesses the new ultrasound machine at the McAllen 
Pregnancy Center, a device that serves as a “window to the womb” for expectant 
mothers. 

Courtesy photo

Parishioners at St. Joseph the Worker Church in McAllen celebrated their pastoral 
planning efforts and came together for a parish renewal assembly to move forward 
with the implementation phase of the two-year plan.

St. Joseph the Worker parishioners 
develop mission statement, two-year plan 

Special to " e Valley Catholic

MCALLEN Ð More than 
450 parishioners at St. Joseph the 
Worker Church in McAllen, along 
with their Pastor Father Alfonso 
Guevara, celebrated eight months 
of working together to develop a 
new parish mission statement and 
parish plan for the next two years.   

" e parish community cel-
ebrated their commitment to 
congregational development dur-
ing a Parish Renewal Assembly in 
April.

As part of the congregational 
development, in collaboration 
with Valley Interfaith organizers, 
St. Joseph the Worker formed a 
group of parish leaders who ex-
amined the role of their parish 
with re* ection on scripture read-
ings and training sessions.

" e parish developed key con-
cepts and skills necessary to begin 
a serious and systematic ongoing 
planning process for the parish 
and accepted the responsibility to 
reach out to others who form the 
parish, as a community of active 
believers.

 Parishioners spent time in 
one-on-one conversations shar-
ing their stories and listening to 
one another.   During this pro-
cess, leaders in the parish began 
to understand the importance of 
developing a ªrelationalº culture, 
a culture that values face to face 
conversations, where they learned 
that their common lives are not 
shared only inside the walls of the 
church but in their schools, neigh-
borhood, and place of employ-
ment. 

" e parish plans to evalu-
ate the liturgical ministries, re-
ligious education for adults and 
young people, the expansion of 
Youth Ministry, and the creation 
of a new Parish Pastoral Council. 
Leaders uncovered growing drug 
problems, increase in gang activ-
ity and violence in the neighbor-
hood surrounding the parish 
community along with a need to 
minister the elderly.   

 Fr. Guevara said of the pro-
cess, ªWe spend a lot of time 
dealing with personal crisis.  But 
by taking time to listen to one an-
other we uncover stories which 

are the basis for our understand-
ing of life and faith.  Our common 
experiences help us to see Christ 
in one another's stories.º  

" is culture of listening to 
what is important in each other's 
life is the basis for developing a 
caring attitude and doing minis-
try that is rooted in real life.  " en 
we can remember Christ's words: 
ªWhatever you did for one of 

these least brothers or sisters of 
mine, you did for me.º  Matthew 
25: 40. 

During the Parish Renewal 
Assembly, the parish mission 
statement and parish plan were 
presented and leaders lined up to 
make their commitments to im-
plement the plan.  More than 450 
parishioners signed up to partici-
pate in the various ministries.     

Photos courtesy of Father Robert Charlton, SS.CC.

Sacred Heart Church in Edinburg is expected to bless and dedicate its new 19,348 square-foot 
sanctuary this fall. Construction on the new church began on July 3, 2010. Inset, the distinctive 
tower of the old sanctuary is seen from the construction site of the new church. 
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Prayer to St. James
Glorious St. James, because of your 
fervor and generosity, Jesus chose you 
to witness His glory on the Mount and 
His agony in the garden.  Obtain for us 
strength and consolation in the unend-
ing struggles of this life.  Help us to fol-
low Christ constantly and generously, to 
be victors over all of our dif• culties and 
to receive the crown of glory in heaven.
Amen.

Spotlight on 
St. James 

»Feast Day 
- July 25

CNS photo by Crosiers

St. James the Great, the apostle, is 
depicted in a stained-glass window of the 
Anglican cathedral in Ripon, England. St. 
James was called by Jesus as one of his 
• rst disciples. 

Catholic News Agency

James was the • rst Apostle to be 
martyred. He was beheaded by or-
der of Herod of Agrippa. He was the 
brother of John, the Evangelist. € e 
Gospels tell us that the two brothers 
le•  their father, Zebedee, and fol-
lowed Jesus as soon as He called out 
to them.

James was one of the three Apos-
tles who were particularly close to 
the Lord. He was there with the Lord 
and his brother, John, and Peter at 
the Trans• guration and in the Gar-
den of Gethsemane.

He is known as James ªthe Great-
erº to distinguish him from the other 
Apostle by the same name. € e title 
has little to do with his function or 
the people's regard for him. Rather, it 
was a term indicating that he was the 
elder of the two.

He is the patron saint of Spain 
and of pilgrims. In northwestern 
Spain, he is venerated at Santiago 
de Compostela, a medieval pilgrim-
age site that is still very popular to-
day. Santiago de Compostela is one 
the most frequently visited sites of 
pilgrimage following Rome and Je-
rusalem. It is the • nal destination of 
El Camino de Santiago or the Way of 
St. James  

Many pilgrims make the cen-
turies-old journey, o• en carrying a 
long sta‚  with a shell Ð the tradi-
tional emblem of St. James Ð  at-
tached. € ere are several routes that 
make up the voyage. € e oldest route 
begins in France and is 650 miles 
long. Serious pilgrims complete the 
entire route on foot, usually in 40 
days time, while others complete the 
trip by bicycle or on horseback. 

A• er spreading the Good News 
in Spain for many years, James re-
turned to Jerusalem where Herod 
decapitated him in 44 AD. Because 
he was not allowed to be buried, af-
ter he was martyred, all the remains 
of St. James the Great were taken to 
Compostela in Spain, by his follow-
ers. A• er the Moors conquered the 
Iberian peninsula, James' grave was 
forgotten, until the ninth century.   

Msgr. Robert 
Maher
Vicar General 
for the Diocese 
of Brownsville

Every year the Church 
celebrates the Solemn 
Feast of the Body and 
Blood of Christ to 

commemorate his perpetual gi!  
of himself to his people in the 
unbloody sacri" ce of the Mass. 
When Jesus " rst taught that he 
was the ªliving bread that came 
down from heavenº (John 6:51), 
his followers were scandalized. 
How could he say that he had 
come down from heaven, they 
asked (John 6:42). How could he 
give them his # esh to eat (John 
6:52)?

It has always been di$  cult 
for some to accept the Church's 
teaching that in Communion 
at Mass, Jesus is received in his 
Body and Blood, soul and divin-
ity. It is argued that Jesus meant 
his teaching " guratively, and that 
Communion is only a symbolic 
gesture in which bread and wine 
are shared in his memory.

% e Catholic Church, howev-
er, adheres to the teaching of Je-
sus himself. Our faith is that the 
bread and wine become his body 
and blood because at the Last 
Supper he took bread and wine, 
blessed them, and gave them 
to his Apostles, saying, ª% is 
is my body... % is is my bloodº 
(Matthew 26: 26-28; Mark 14: 

22-24; Luke 22: 19-20). He then 
empowered and commanded 
them to ªDo this in memory of 
meº (Lk 22:19). 

% e problem with saying 
that Jesus' meant his words only 
symbolically is that such an 
explanation creates more prob-
lems than accepting his words 
literally. Consider the reaction 
of many of his followers to this 
teaching, as recorded in the sixth 
chapter of John's Gospel. Jesus 
had reminded his listeners that 
their ancestors ate manna in the 
desert, but died. % en he stated 
plainly, ªI am the living bread 
that came down from heaven. 
Whoever eats this bread will live 
forever; and the bread that I will 
give is my # esh for the life of the 
worldº(John 6:51).

Does it make sense that the 
miracle Jesus will perform ± 
greater than the miracle of the 
manna in the desert - is to have 

his followers eat bread and 
drink wine or grape juice as a 
symbolic gesture? % e manna 
in the desert was real food from 
heaven, but it did not have the 
power to give eternal life. Does 
symbolically eating bread and 
drinking wine have a greater 
power to give eternal life? No. 
% e one who is able to give 
eternal life is Jesus Christ, and 

he shows by his teaching that 
he wants to give us his real # esh 
and blood as a way of giving us a 
share in his own eternal life. 

He then presented his teach-
ing even more emphatically 
to make it clear that they had 
heard him correctly the " rst 
time: ªUnless you eat the # esh 
of the Son of Man and drink his 
blood you do not have life within 
you. Whoever eats my # esh and 
drinks my blood has eternal life 
and I will raise him on the last 
dayº (John 6: 53-54). Does it 
make sense that those who do 
not share only bread and wine 
would not be raised on the last 
day? No. Only if Jesus was really 
speaking about his actual # esh 
and blood does this bold teach-
ing make sense.

Many of his disciples said, 
ª% is saying is hard; who can 
accept it?º (John 6:60). % en, 

ªAs a result of this, many of 
his disciples returned to their 
former way of life and no longer 
accompanied himº (John 6: 66). 
Would they have le!  him if they 
thought he meant his words only 
symbolically? No. % ey le!  him 
because they understood him 
to mean his words literally, and 
they couldn't accept the teaching. 

Elsewhere, when Jesus 
presented mysterious teach-
ings, his closest disciples would 
later ask him to explain his real 
meaning and he would patiently 
do so. % is time, no one asked 
him about his real meaning, 
because it was already clear. 
% ey accepted it on faith, and 
that is what the Catholic Church 
has always done. % ere is no 
perfectly rational explanation for 
this profound mystery anymore 
than there is for the mystery of 
the incarnation, the cross, or the 
resurrection. We accept Jesus' 
teaching on faith simply because 
it is his teaching, and his word is 
always true.

Ð

Msgr. Robert Maher is Vicar Gen-
eral of the Diocese of Brownsville 
and pastor of St. Joseph parish in 
Edinburg.

Eat my body, drink my blood

Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk
Priest of the 
Diocese of Fall 
River

»Making Sense 
Out of Bioethics M arried Catholics 

today o! en 
struggle to 
understand 

the moral di& erence between 
using contraceptives to avoid 
a pregnancy and using natural 
family planning (NFP). NFP 
relies on sexual abstinence 
during fertile periods in a 
woman's cycle, as assessed 
by various indicators like 
cervical mucus or changes in 
body temperature. To many, 
the Church's prohibition of 
contraception seems to be at 
odds with its acceptance of 
NFP because in both cases, 
the couple's intention is to 
avoid children. % at intention, 
however, is not the problem, as 
long as there are, in the words of 
Pope Paul VI, ªserious motives 
to space out births.º Dietrich von 
Hildebrand puts it this way: ª% e 
intention of avoiding conception 
does not imply irreverence as 
long as one does not actively 
interfere in order to cut the link 
between the conjugal act and a 
possible conception.º

% at link between the 
conjugal act and a possible 
conception is a key source 
of meaning for our human 
sexuality. Sex, by it's very nature, 
involves the capacity and driving 
energy to produce o& spring. 
Anyone in a high school biology 
class already understands this. 
We are able to recognize the 
purpose (or ªtelosº) of many 
di& erent processes in the world: 
the telos of " re is to generate heat 
and to consume combustibles; 
the telos of an acorn is to become 
an oak tree; the telos of human 

sexuality is to draw man and 
woman together to procreate 
and raise children in the family 
unit. William May observes, 
ª% is is the meaning objectively 
rooted in the marital act itself 
and intelligibly discernible in it; 
it is not a meaning arbitrarily 
imposed upon or given to the 
act.º Seeing the telos of a process 
can reveal authentic goods to us 
which can then guide the moral 
choices we make. 

Any time a married couple 
engages in sexual activity that 
has been intentionally rendered 
infertile by contraception, they 
are powerfully acting against 
the telos of the sexual act they 
share. Elizabeth Anscombe 
notes how their act is no longer 
ªthe kind of act by which life is 
transmitted, but is purposely 
rendered infertile, and so 
changed to another sort of act 
altogether.º Contraception strikes 
at the heart of the marital act. 
When a couple impedes the 
inherent procreative powers 
of that act through the use of a 
condom, a pill or other means, 
they are engaging in disruptive 

and contradictory behavior by 
seeking to perform the act on the 
one hand, while simultaneously 
blocking it on the other. 

In natural family planning, 
on the other hand, they are not 
directing any countermeasures 
towards the fertility of a speci" c 
conjugal act; the natural order 
and telos of the act is respected. 
As Janet Smith and Christopher 
Kaczor observe, ªContracepting 
couples make themselves 
infertile; NFP couples work with 
an infertility that is natural.º

Consider an analogy: a 
woman who is blind wants to 
talk to her husband each evening 
and tell him about the events of 
her day. He, meanwhile, wants to 
relax in the evenings by listening 
to baseball on the radio. He 
decides that while listening to his 
wife talk, he will at the same time 
plug in headphones and follow 
the game, so his attention will be 
divided between his wife and the 
game. He will occasionally says 
things like ªyes, dearº and ªuh 
huhº to give the impression that 
he is listening with full attention.

A woman on the pill 
similarly gives the impression 
that she is receiving her husband 
fully in the marital embrace, 
while, in fact, she is shutting 
down her own fertility in order 
to ward o&  his fruitfulness. On 
a deep level, she is rejecting 
his life-giving masculinity and 
speaking a false language to 
him with her body, much as 
the sports-minded husband 
is speaking a contradictory 
language with his headphones 
and ªyes, dearº responses. If a 
man uses a condom with his 

wife, or even if both spouses 
agree to use contraception, they 
still speak a false and inauthentic 
language to one another right at 
the core of their intimacy.

Suppose that on alternating 
days of the week, the sports-
minded husband agrees to 
stop listening to the radio and 
instead visits with his wife in 
a direct and focused manner. 
Both spouses agree to delay 
their grati" cation (he practices 
ªsports abstinenceº; she 
practices ªverbal abstinenceº), 
on alternating days, rather than 
acting against the good of their 
personal communication by 
employing countermeasures like 
headphones. % is is similar to 
the case of a couple using NFP. 
On some days, they fully share 
with each other in the conjugal 
act; on other days, they delay 
sexual grati" cation and freely 
choose abstinence, so as to avoid 
speaking inauthentically to each 
other through contraceptive sex.

In sum, contraceptive 
intercourse always represents 
a radically di& erent kind of act 
than intercourse during a known 
infertile period.

Ð

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, 
Ph.D. earned his doctorate in 
neuroscience from Yale and did 
post-doctoral work at Harvard. 
He is a priest of the diocese of 
Fall River, MA, and serves as 
the Director of Education at 
! e National Catholic Bioethics 
Center in Philadelphia. See www.
ncbcenter.org

NFP and the Telos of Sex
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Seniors mark milestone

Courtesy Photos

The Valley Catholic congratulates the 178 graduating seniors of the two Catholic high schools in the Diocese of Brownsville. 

The Oratory Athenaeum for University Preparation of Pharr graduated 44 students at its commencement exercises held June 3 at the University of 
Texas - Pan American Student Union Theater in Edinburg. Valedictorian was Andrea Galindo (inset).  

St. Joseph Academy of Brownsville graduated 134 students in its Class of 2011. Commencement ceremonies were held May 25 at the South 
Padre Island Convention Center. Valedictorian was Ricardo Marquez (inset).

Both Catholic high schools 
have 100% graduation, college acceptance rates

Oratory Athenaeum motto:  ªEx Umbris Et Imaginibus Ad Lucemº

St. Joseph Academy motto:  ªAd Astra, Per Astraº



J•€• ‚ƒ„„ - T•€ V•‚‚€ƒ C•„•…‚†‡ 7                  CATHOLIC SCHOOLS        

! e Valley Catholic

EDINBURG Ð In sports and 
in life, no defeat should be so " nal 
that you fall and you don't get up 
again Bishop Daniel E. Flores said 
during his keynote address at the 
annual athletic banquet at St. Jo-
seph Catholic School in Edinburg 
on May 20. 

ª! is is a phenomenon that I 
think is a# ecting us all across the 
country, sometimes our young 
people experience certain heavy 
sorrows early in life and don't 
know how to get out again,º he 
said. ªMaybe it's because there's not 
always an adult there to show them 
you know, sometimes, you lose. 
You do the best you can but you 
lose. And you know what? It hurts 
like a kick in the stomach but the 
next day, you get up again and you 
keep playing because you have the 
hope that if you keep playing, if you 
keep trying, if you keep working at 
it, you can get better and better.

ªIt's so important that adults 
leave an example of that  Ð that 
sometimes in life, we do get 
knocked down but that we get up 
and that there is a certain good-
nesss and resiliency in the ability to 
not lose heart, to not give up.º

Excelling in sports or anything 
else in life, is not a one-person en-
deavor, Bishop Flores said.  

 ªRemember that if you do well, 
it is " rst of all, due to the fact that 
God has blessed you and secondly, 
it is due to the fact that there are a 

great many, many people who have 
made it possible for you to do well,º 
the bishop said. ªIn other words, it's 
always a team e# ort for someone to 
succeed. It's never about the fact 
that we have all the talent. It's al-
ways about the fact that other peo-
ple have supported us and encour-
aged us and made it all possible.º 

Bishop Flores continued, ªAnd 
that comes out strongly in team 
sports because if you are able to 
make that good shot or are able to 
make that good spike, it's always 
because other people have been 
there to set it up for you. One of the 
great things about volleyball is that 

there is always someone there to set 
it up for you. If the person who set 
it up is not there, then you can't ex-
cel at what you're doing.º 

Bishop Flores reminded the 
student-athletes that although it's 
o$ en the " nal moments of a game 
that get the most cheers and atten-
tion, such as the game-winning 
shot,  many people, including par-
ents, coaches, volunteers and other 
educators, made that moment pos-
sible. 

ªIt's a sign of what the whole 
school is about and the Church is 
about,º he said. ªWe should all take 

Private Schools 
Interscholastic Association 

2011 State Meet held at Texas 
Christian University, Fort Worth

Students from Diocese of 
Brownsville schools who placed

A Classi• cation – May 14, 2011

Kathryne Armada, Immaculate Con-
ception School-Rio Grande City, 1st 
place in 2nd grade Creative Writing

Aaron Vidaurri, St. Anthony School-
Harlingen, 2nd place in 3rd grade 
Music Memory

Daniel Saucedo, St. Anthony 
School-Harlingen, 2nd place in 3rd 
grade Storytelling

Cedric Santos, Immaculate Concep-
tion School-Rio Grande City, 4th 
place in 2nd grade Spelling

Jacquelin Welch, St. Anthony 
School-Harlingen, 5th place in 1st 
grade Storytelling

David Pratt, Jr., Immaculate Con-
ception School-Rio Grande City, 5th 
place in 1st grade Creative Writing

Andoni Barrica, St. Anthony School-
Harlingen, 6th place in 7th grade 
Music Memory 

Rovianne Tindaan, St. Anthony 
School-Harlingen, 6th place in 7th 
grade Ready Writing 

AA Classi• cation – April 30, 2011

Courtney Connor, St. Joseph 

Academy-Brownsville, 1st place in 
7th grade On-Site Drawing

Sophia Molluck, St. Joseph School-
Edinburg, 2nd place in 6th grade 
Ready Writing

Giovanna Milano, Our Lady of Sor-
rows School-McAllen, 2nd place in 
5th grade Prose Interpretation

Catherine Esguerra, Our Lady of 
Sorrows School-McAllen, 3rd place 
in 7th grade On-Site Drawing

Arjun Koolwal, Our Lady of Sorrows 
School-McAllen, 4th place in 4th 
grade Mathematics, 5th place in 4th 
grade Number Sense 

Arush Shekar, Our Lady of Sorrows 
School-McAllen, 4th place in 6th 
grade Mathematics; 4th place in 6th 
grade Number Sense; 5th place in 
6th grade Spelling

Esteban Flores, St. Joseph School-
Edinburg, 4th place in 7th grade 
Ready Writing

Niroshan Anandasivam, St. Joseph 
Academy-Brownsville, 5th place in 
7th/8th grade Spelling

Marian Guerra, Our Lady of Sorrows 
School-McAllen, 6th place in 6th 
grade On-Site Drawing

Kiara Olmeda, Our Lady of Sorrows 
School-McAllen, 6th place in 8th 
grade Ready Writing

ªNo defeat is ! nal,º 
says Bishop Flores

» Please see Sports, p.15

By DANDY PILON
Special to ! e Valley Catholic 

Eighth-graders at Guadalupe 
Regional Middle School wrote, 
produced, starred-in, and edited a 
" ve-minute video that focused on 
their personal experiences with 
federal and state immigration 
policy currently being debated by 
politicians in Washington, D.C., 
and Austin, Texas.% ! is video was 
submitted to C-SPAN as part of 
its annual current events focused 
student-video contest.%  ! e 
video submitted by the students 
at Guadalupe Regional Middle 
earned ªHonorable Mentionº, 
meaning that their video was 
deemed to be one of the top-25 
student videos from a total pool of 
over 1000 submissions.

%! e C-SPAN video project was 
organized and facilitated by Mrs. 
Jennifer Rose-Segrest, Technology 
instructor and newly-designated 
Director of Student Activities 
at Guadalupe Regional Middle 
School.% Mrs. Rose-Segrest became 
aware of the contest through a 
direct mailing from C-SPAN which 
invited schools to submit student 
videos.%  Additional information 
was obtained from the C-SPAN 
website and from C-SPAN's 
customer service hotline.% 

% As part of the introduction 
to this project, students were 

shown the winning video from last 
year's C-SPAN contest.%  Students 
discussed the aspects of the 
winning video that they liked and 
which aspects that they didn't like.% 
Students also discussed ways in 
which the video could have better 
achieved the requirements of the 
contest and how the video could 
be more informative and engaging.% 
Following this discussion, students 
began brainstorming various 
topics for their videos given their 
interests and the topic prompt 
provided by C-SPAN.% It was at this 

point in the process when students 
collectively chose to focus their 
video project on immigration and 
how immigration impacts their 
daily lives.

In addition to submitting 
the video for competition, the 
video was also screened for the 
Guadalupe Regional Middle 
School Boards of Trustees and 
Directors, as well for the Board 
Chairs, Presidents, and Principals 
at the annual leadership conference 
of the Edmund Rice Christian 
Brothers of North America.

Guadalupe students earn honorable 
mention in national video project

! e Valley Catholic 

Two students from Diocese of 
Brownsville schools earned gold 
medals at the Private Schools 
Interscholastic Assocation 
(PSIA) state meets, held at Texas 

C h r i s t i a n 
University 
in Fort 
Worth. 

E i g h t -
y e a r - o l d 
K a t h y r n e 
Armada of 
Immaculate 
Conception 
School in 
Rio Grande 
City took 
" rst place 
in the 
2nd grade 
C r e a t i v e 
W r i t i n g 

category at the 
Class A state 

meet on May 14. 
Courtney Connor, 13, of St. 

Joseph Academy in Brownsville 
placed " rst in 7th grade On-Site 
Drawing at the Class AA state 
meet on April 30. 

Armada's gold medal-
winning story was about a girl 
who loves reading books. One 
day, the girl fell asleep and a lion 
appeared in her dream. 

ª! e lion was about to attack 
her when her mother told her 
to wake up for school,º Armada 
said. ªIt was a dream and she was 
relieved.º 

Armada keeps a journal 
where she writes stories and 
draws pictures. She is also a 
voracious reader. 

ªReading has helped her 
improve her vocabulary and in 
structuring sentences,º said her 
mother, Sunny Armada. 

Like most children, Connor 
began drawing when she was 
very young but along the way, 
she discovered that art was a true 
passion. About two years ago, 
she began taking art classes. 

At the state meet, the 
contestants were asked to draw a 
still life of a trophy, a cowboy hat 
and bandana and candle. Connor 
said she was a bit nervous when 
she saw the subject. 

ªI like drawing animals and 
people. ¼ I don't do still life,º 
said Connor, who said she was 
excited, happy and surprised 
with her " rst-place win. 

In March, Connor was also a 
" nalist in the 16th annual Cray-
Pas Wonderful, Colorful World 
Art Contest, a U.S. and Canada-
wide competition sponsored 
by art materials manufacturer, 
Sakura of America. 

Approximately 4,500 pieces 
of oil pastel artwork by students 
from kindergarten to eighth grade 
were submitted for this year's 
contest by U.S. and Canadian 
teachers. Connor's entry was a 
rendition of the Mad Hatter from 
Alice in Wonderland. 

! e work of all 150 contest 
" nalists was on exhibit at the 
Museum of Children's Art in 
Oakland, Calif. 

Connor hopes to make a 
career out of her passion for art, 
possibly in the " eld of graphic 
design. 

ªI  love, love, love drawing,º 
she said.  

Two bring 
home gold

The Valley Catholic

Bishop Daniel E. Flores with the girls basketball team from St. Joseph School. Back row, 
from left: Victoria Rodriguez, So• a Salinas, Coach Fatima Salgado, Bishop Flores, Msgr. 
Robert Maher, Naila Garcia, Jasmine Perez, Amber Donaldson, Deacon Silvestre Garcia. 
Front row, from left: Julie Villarreal, Tillie Villarreal, Calista Nevarez and Jocelyn Aldape.

Courtesy Photo

From left, Eduardo Chapa, Kelly Sosa and Kevin Berlanga earned honorable 
mention in a national video contest sponsored by C-SPAN. 

ARMADA

CONNOR
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The Word of God in the Life 
and Mission of the Church

JULY 3 

(Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time )

ªCome to me, all you who labor 
and are burdened, and I will give 

you restº

Reading I Zec 9:9-10

Responsorial Psalm 
            Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13-14

Reading II Rom 8:9, 11-13

Gospel   Mt 11:25-30 

JULY 10

(Fi! eenth Sunday in Ordinary Time)

ª! is is why I speak to them in 
parables, because they look but do 
not see and hear but do not listen 
or understandº

Reading I  Is 55:10-11

Responsorial Psalm 
                65:10, 11, 12-13, 14

Reading II  Rom 8:18-23

Gospel      Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9

JULY 17

(Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time)

ªFirst collect the weeds and tie 
them in bundles for burning; but 

gather the wheat into my barn.º  

Reading I        Wis 12:13, 16-19

Responsorial Psalm 
                       86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16

Reading II     Rom 8:26-27

Gospel      Mt 13:24-33

JULY 24

(Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time) 

ª! e angels will go out and sepa-
rate the wicked from the righteous 
and throw them into the " ery 
furnace, where there will be wail-
ing and grinding of teethº

Reading I       1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12

Responsorial Psalm 
119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128, 129-
130

Reading II        Rom 8:28-30

Gospel           Mt 13:44-52 or    
                           13:44-46

JULY 31

(Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time)

ª! ere is no need for them to 
go away; give them some food 
yourselves.º

Reading I   Is 55:1-3

Responsorial Psalm 
                Ps 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18

Reading II  Rom 8:35, 37-39

Gospel    Mt 14:13-21

The word of the lord abides for ever. 
This word is the Gospel which was 
preached to youº (1 Pet 1:25; cf. Is 
40:8). With this assertion from the 
First Letter of Saint Peter, which 
takes up the words of the Prophet 
Isaiah, we find ourselves before 
the mystery of God, who has made 
himself known through the gift of his 
word. This word, which abides for 
ever, entered into time. God spoke 
his eternal Word humanly; his Word 
ªbecame fleshº (Jn 1:14). This is the 
good news. This is the proclamation 
which has come down the centuries 
to us today. 

Disciples in Mission: Six Weeks  
with the Bible 

Get Involved!

»Sunday 
Readings Feast of the Eucharist

The Valley Catholic/Photos by Cesar Riojas

On the feast of Corpus Christi, which commemorates the institution of the Holy 
Eucharist, Bishop Daniel E. Flores celebrated two Masses and led a procession in 
Brownsville.

“I think it is a particularly important sign of our faith that we give public witness 
to the presence and to our faith in the words of Jesus, in his Eucharistic presence, 
the presence of the gift of himself in the most Holy Eucharist as he offers his body 
and his blood for our salvation,” Bishop Flores said during his homily at Sacred 
Heart Church, a mission church of the Immaculate Conception Cathedral. “This is 
the enduring presence of the Lord as we make our way in pilgrimage though this 
life on our way to that Promised Land, which he has prepared for us.”

Bishop Flores celebrated the " rst Mass in Spanish at St. Thomas Church, another 
mission church of the cathedral.

After the Mass, Bishop Flores led a procession through the streets of Brownsville 
and carried a monstrance holding the Blessed Sacrament. The procession 
stopped on East Adams Street, between 4th and 5th Streets, where an altar was 
set up for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. The procession then continued to 
Sacred Heart Church, where the celebration came to a close after the 11:30 a.m. 
Mass.

Audio " les of Bishop Flores' homilies from both Masses are available online.
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Those Who  Serve: Sister Helen Rottier
  
  

 

        July 
» Birthdays
 2   Rev. Genaro Henriquez  
 4   Rev. Jose Luis Garcia  
 4   Rev. Gabriel Ezeh   
 8  Rev. Juan Pablo Davalos
 9  Rev. Emmanuel Bialonik  
 9  Rev. Celso Talabanza 
18 Rev. Ernesto Magallon  
19 Rev. Joaquin Zerme!o           
20 Rev. Harry Schuckenbrock 
20 Rev. Amador Garza 
21 Rev. Francisco Castillo 
22 Rev. Terrence Gorski  
29 Rev. Richard Philion

» Anniversaries
 5   Rev. Julian Becerril  
 9   Rev. Horacio Chavarria  
16 Rev. Hector J. Cruz  
17 Rev. Isaac Erondu 
21 Rev. Mario Aviles 
23 Rev. Gabriel Ezeh 
27 Rev. Emmanuel Kow" e 

   August 
» Birthdays
  2  Rev. Alfonso Guevara 
13  Rev. George Kerketta 
19   Rev. Patrick Seitz
21  Rev. Miguel Angel Ortega 
26  Rev. Craig Carolan 
28  Rev. Aglayde Vega
28   Bishop Daniel E. Flores

» Anniversaries
 1   Rev. Raymond Nwachukwu
24  Rev. Jose J. Ortiz
26  Rev. Msgr. Heberto Diaz 
28  Rev. Jose Luis Garcia

• e list of birthdays and 
ordination anniversaries is 
provided so that parishioners 
may remember the priests in their 
prayers and send them a note or 
a card.

»Birthday
Wishes

Dedicated to helping children 

By ROSE YBARRA
# e Valley Catholic

WESLACO Ð Sister Helen 
Rottier of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Carondelet grew up on an 
80-acre dairy farm in West De 
Pere, Wisconsin near Green Bay. 
She, her parents and siblings all 
worked the land. One of Sister 
Rottier's favorite activities was 
picking $ owers for the family's 
Mary altar every May. 

# e $ owers, however, were 
in the ªback 40º acres, the 
area farthest from the house. 
Whenever her chores took her 
out to the ªback 40,º Sister Rottier 
never le%  the house empty-
handed. 

ªI used to sneak a book to 
read,º she said. ªA% er I " nished 
my work, I would sit by the creek 
that ran through our property 
and read. When I got back to the 
house, I remember my mother 
saying, `It sure took you a long 
time to pick those $ owers,'º Sister 
Rottier said, with a laugh. 

Her love of reading and 
learning led to a ministry 
dedicated to education for Sister 
Rottier, who currently serves as 
principal of San Martin de Porres 
School in Weslaco. 

Sister Rottier was honored on 

the occasion of her 
Golden Jubilee at a 
celebration on May 
28 at San Martin 
de Porres Church 
in Weslaco. She 
entered the Sisters 
of St. Joseph of 
Carondelet in 1960 
and was received 
into the novitiate 
in 1961, as Sister 
Joseph Anthony. 

Sister Rottier 
has lived in the Rio 
Grande Valley for 
22 years, serving 
as an educator at 
St. Luke School 
in Brownsville 
and Immaculate 
Conception School 
in Rio Grande City 
before taking her 
current post in 
1999. 

Sister Rottier 
worked as a 
consultant for a 
group of parishioners 
from San Martin de 
Porres Church in 
Weslaco who were 
interested in opening 
a parochial school. 
A% er the decision 
was made to open the 
school, she applied 
for the principal 

position. Today, the school educates 
75 students from PK-3 to third 
grade. 

ªShe's a wonderful principal, 
a loving principal,º said Father 
Jose M. Villalon, Jr., pastor of 
San Martin de Porres Church. 
ªShe shares God's love with the 
teachers and students. She is 
also a very hard worker.  It's a 
small school, so she wears many 
di& erent hats.º 

Before arriving in the Valley, 
she served as an educator in Green 
Bay, Wisconsin; Chicago, Illinois; 
Sainte Genevieve, Missouri; and 
Denver, Colorado. 

It was in Denver where she 
began working with Hispanic 
students and families and enjoyed 
it immensely. 

ª# ey understood the value of 
family and I could relate to that,º 
Sister Rottier said. ª# ey had 
such a strong faith and devotion 
to the Blessed Mother.º

Sister Rottier's own family 
was also tight-knit and spiritual. 
# e second of eight children, 
her family prayed the Rosary 
every night and attended Mass 
and Devotionals every week. 
She and all her siblings had a 
Catholic education through high 
school. During leisure time, they 
gathered with their aunts, uncles 
and cousins from nearby farms. 

With two aunts serving as 
Franciscan Sisters, her family 
supported and embraced 
religious life; however, it was a 
retreat during her senior year in 
high school that spurred Sister 
Rottier's vocation. 

» Please see Sister Rottier, p.14

Golden Jubilee
marks ministry 
in education

Courtesy photos

Above, Sister 
Helen Rottier 
of the Sisters 
of St. Joseph of 
Carondelet smiles 
during a Mass 
in honor of her 
Golden Jubilee 
on May 28 at San 
Martin de Porres 
Church in Weslaco. 
Left, Sister Rottier 
in full habit before 
her community 
adopted a more 
casual style of 
dress. 

Con! rmed in the Spirit

Courtesy photos

Thousands of teens from 
throughout the Rio Grande 
Valley received the Holy Spirit 
through the Sacrament of 
Con! rmation. Bishop Daniel 
E. Flores celebrated Mass 
and con! rmed students at 
24 parishes this year to date. 
Bishop Emeritus Raymundo J. 
Peña also con! rmed students 
at parishes in the diocese.
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By JOHN THAVIS  
Catholic News Service

 
VATICAN CITY ± Pope 

Benedict XVI said the Eucharist 
is the heart of church life and 
an ªantidoteº to the increasingly 
individualistic global culture. 

Addressing pilgrims June 26 
on the feast of Corpus Christi, 
which commemorates the 
institution of the Eucharist, the 
pope said the Eucharist was like 
the ªpulsing heartº that gives life 
and meaning to everything the 
church does. 

As the sacrament of 
Communion, it is able to 
transform people's lives, leading 
them to God, he said. 

ªIn a culture that is more and 
more individualistic -- a culture 
in which we are immersed in 
Western society, and that tends to 
spread itself throughout the world 
-- the Eucharist constitutes a type 
of `antidote,'º the pope said. 

ªIt works in the minds and 
hearts of believers and continually 
disseminates in them the logic of 
communion, of service, of sharing 
-- in short, the logic of the Gospel,º 
he said. 

! e pope said this spirit, 
nourished by the real presence 
of Christ in the Eucharist, was 
evident in the lives of the early 
Christians, who lived fraternally 
and shared their worldly goods 
in common, so that no one was 
impoverished. 

ªAnd even in later generations 
through the centuries, the 
church, despite human limits and 
errors, continued to be a force 
of communion in the world. 
We think especially of the most 
di"  cult periods of trial: what it 
meant, for example, in countries 
ruled by totalitarian regimes, to 
be able to gather at Sunday Mass,º 
he said. 

Against the emptiness 
produced by a false sense of 
freedom, the pope said, the 
Eucharist is like a medicine that 
helps people regain an attachment 
to the truth and the common 
good. 

Pope marks 60 years as a priest 

By JOHN THAVIS  
Catholic News Service

 
VATICAN CITY ± Celebrat-

ing Mass with archbishops from 
25 countries, Pope Benedict XVI 
re# ected on his 60 years as a 
priest, calling it a demanding and 
ªawe-inspiringº ministry that 
brought him closer to God. 

! e pope's unusually person-
al recollection came June 29, the 
anniversary of his priestly ordi-
nation in Bavaria in 1951 and the 
feast of Sts. Peter and Paul, the 
patron saints of Rome. 

During the three-hour-long 
Mass, he gave 41 archbishops 
the woolen pallium as a sign of 
their communion with the pope 
and their pastoral responsibility 
as shepherds. Among them were 
four prelates from the United 
States, including Archbishop 
Jose H. Gomez of Los Angeles, 
and Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-
Siller of San Antonio. 

! e liturgy in St. Peter's Ba-
silica began with a fanfare of 
trumpets. ! e pope smiled as he 
processed toward an altar ringed 
with # owers, pausing to greet a 
delegations sent by Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew of Con-
stantinople. 

! e pope devoted most of his 
homily to his 60 years of priestly 

ministry, and twice he excused 
himself for perhaps speaking too 
long about his recollections. He 
said he felt he had to look back 
on ªthe things that have le$  their 
mark.º 

ª'I no longer call you servants, 
but friends.' Sixty years on from 
the day of my priestly ordination, 
I hear once again deep within me 
these words of Jesus that were 
addressed to us new priests at the 
end of the ordination ceremony 
by the archbishop, Cardinal Faul-
haber, in his slightly frail yet % rm 
voice,º the pope said. 

ªI knew, at that moment, the 
Lord himself was speaking to me 
in a very personal way,º he said. 

! e pope said he felt called 
into the circle of those God 
knows in a special way, to a 
friendship that implies responsi-
bilities. 

ªHe trusts me to proclaim his 
word, to explain it aright and to 
bring it to the people of today,º he 
said. 

Pope Benedict said friendship 
in this sense is about conforming 
one's will to God and being pre-
pared to step outside oneself and 
toward others -- moving ªbeyond 
the inertia of self-centeredness.º 

! is calling of the priest to 
friendship with God is ªso awe-
inspiring that one can feel daunt-
ed as the decades go by amid so 
many experiences of one's own 
frailty and his inexhaustible 
goodness,º he said. 

! e pope placed the pallium, 
a stole made from lamb's wool, 
around the shoulders of the arch-
bishops as they knelt before him. 

In his sermon, the pope said the 
pallium signi% ed the ªyoke of 
friendship with Christ,º the pas-
toral duty to be a shepherd and 
communion with the pope. 

ªIt means that we must be 
shepherds for unity and in unity, 
and that it is only in the unity 
represented by Peter that we truly 
lead people to Christ,º he said. 

! e pallium is presented ev-
ery year to new archbishops or 
those who have been assigned to 
a new archdiocese. 

A$ erward, at a reception 
for well-wishers, the U.S. arch-
bishops spoke about the deeper 
meaning of the Mass. Archbish-
op Garcia-Siller said the pope's 
words rightly underlined the joy-
ful task of building unity in the 

church, adding: ªI hope I will be 
an instrument of the unity that 
Jesus wanted.º He said that when 
the pope laid the pallium on his 
shoulders, he told the pope of 
this desire for unity. 

ª! e pope responded, `San 
Antonio, Texas, yes&' Few words, 
but very meaningful,º he said. 

Archbishop Gomez, in Rome 
with about 400 pilgrims, said 
he's been sharing the excitement 
of the events with people back 
home on a Facebook page. 

ªI think a lot of people have 
been following it, and it's been 
a wonderful experience for me, 
using the modern means of com-
munication to be in touch with 
the people of the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles,º he said. 

CNS photo/L’Osservatore Romano

Pope Benedict XVI presents the pallium to Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller of San 
Antonio, Texas, in St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican June 29. During Mass the pope 
gave 41 archbishops the woolen pallium as a sign of their communion with him and 
their pastoral responsibility as shepherds. 

U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops

WASHINGTON Ð U.S. pil-
grims attending World Youth Day 
(WYD) Madrid 2011 will have the 
added bene% t of a youth facility 
providing English-language pro-
gramming. Called ªLove and Life: 
A Home for English-Speaking Pil-
grims,º the center will be located at 
Madrid's Palacio de los Deportes, 
the city's premiere civic and sports 
arena. A Mass speci% cally for U.S. 
pilgrims is scheduled at the facility 
the morning of Saturday, Aug. 20, 
with over 60 U.S. bishops expected 
to participate and concelebrate. 

Activities at the center, sched-
uled around the WYD program 
of events, will include Masses and 
devotions, catechesis sessions, 
concerts, speakers, testimonies, 
prayer, movie screenings, and 
more. ! e air-conditioned facility 
seats 15,000 in its main event hall 
and its exhibition areas will con-
tain a chapel specially constructed 
for WYD, as well as informational 
displays, an art show and support 
for the young visitors to Spain's 
capital city. It will also o* er them 
a place to rest from the summer 
heat. 

! e United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) will 
be providing the animating team 
for Friday's catechesis session at 
the center and is also involved in 
o* ering a lectio divina experience 
on Friday evening a$ er the Via 
Crucis (Stations of the Cross). U.S. 
Bishops will be present at the site 
throughout the ªYouth Festivalº 
times to interact with the young 
pilgrims. 

Several U.S. bishops will pro-
vide catechesis at the site as well as 
at other locations. At the conclu-
sion of the Mass, the pilgrims will 
be ªsent forthº by the bishops to 
the Cuarto Vientos Airport, where 
many of them will participate in 
the evening Prayer Vigil and will 
spend the night. ! e WYD closing 
Mass with Pope Benedict XVI will 
also be hosted at this location.

More than one million peo-
ple are expected to participate in 
WYD events, which begin Tues-
day, Aug. 16, and end Sunday, 
Aug. 21, with an open-air Mass 
celebrated by Pope Benedict XVI. 
At least 25,000 U.S. pilgrims will 
travel to the Spanish capital this 
summer for the event.

For information and up-
dates on activities, performers 
and speakers programmed at the 
ªLove and Lifeº site visit www.
wydenglish.org or inquire via e-
mail at wyd@kofc.org.

! e USCCB has also created a 
Facebook page (http://www.face-
book.com/pages/Virtual-World-
Youth-Day/155152027881863) 
where virtual pilgrims can ªpar-
ticipateº in WYD by viewing live 
video feed from Madrid, following 
twitter feeds and blogs, and up-
loaded photos and videos from the 
event. Non-Facebook users who 
wish to create an avatar can go to 
http://www.virtualworldyouthday.
org. 

U.S. Bishops 
will join 
pilgrims 
at World 

Youth Day 

Pope says Eucharist is antidote 
to modern individualism 

Sacrament of 
Communion can 
transform lives

Palliums bestowed 
on 41 archbishops 

CNS photo/Paul Haring

Pope Benedict XVI leads Benediction of the Eucharist outside the Basilica of St. Mary 
Major after the Corpus Christi procession from the Basilica of St. John Lateran in Rome 
June 23.
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Llamado al sacerdocio 

Fotos por Cesar Riojas/The Valley Catholic 

Manuel Alfredo Razo y Joaquín Zermeño fueron ordenados sacerdotes el 4 de junio en la 
Basílica de Nuestra Señora de San Juan del Valle- Santuario Nacional. 

Di•cesis responde con ayuda para Joplin

Por ROSE YBARRA
! e Valley Catholic

SAN JUAN" Cuando el Se#or 
te llama al sacerdocio, es porque 

quiere que sepas la santidad de su 
propia vida, y la santidad siempre 
est$ enraizada en el misterio de 
la cruz del Se#or, dijo el  Obispo 
Daniel E. Flores durante su  
serm%n en la Misa de Ordenaci%n 
de dos nuevos sacerdotes. 

El Obispo Flores concedi% el 
Sacramento de las Santas Ordenes 
ante el Rev. Manuel Alfredo Razo 
y el Rev. Joaqu&n Zerme#o el 4 
de junio en la Bas&lica de Nuestra 

Se#ora de San Juan del Valle- 
Santuario Nacional.

El Padre Zerme#o, 39, fue 
asignado como vicario parroquial 
de la Iglesia San Juan Bautista en 
San Juan. El nativo de Brownsville 
adquiri% una Maestr&a en 
Divinidad del colegio Pont&' ce 
Josephinum en Ohio el 7 de mayo. 

El padre Razo, 36, est$ 
terminando sus estudios para 
obtener la Licenciatura en 
Teolog&a Lit(rgica en el Seminario 
Mundelein en Illinois. Siendo 
nativo de Valle Hermoso en el 
estado mexicano de Tamaulipas, el 
Padre Razo ha sido asignado como 
asistente del rector de la Bas&lica 
de Nuestra Se#ora de San Juan del 
Valle- Santuario Nacional. 

Despu)s de que el reci)n 
ordenado sacerdote es vestido 
con la casulla y la estola, las 
vestimentas usadas por los padres 
en Misa, )l se arrodilla ante el 
obispo y escucha las siguientes 
palabras, ªRecibe la ofrenda del 
pueblo santo para presentarla a 
Dios. Considera lo que realizas 
e imita lo que conmemoras, y 
conforma tu vida con el misterio 
de la cruz de Cristo.º

El Obispo Flores invito a 
los dos nuevos sacerdotes a 
re* exionar sobre estas palabras a 
trav)s de su ministerio sacerdotal.

ªNo solamente hoy, no s%lo 
de vez en cuando, pero medita 
frecuentemente sobre el Rito 
de Ordenaci%n,º dijo el Obispo 
Flores. ªObserva las palabras y 
deja que le ense#en a tu coraz%n.º

En su sermon, el Obispo 
Flores se#al% que todos nosotros 
somos llamados a ser santos, no 

Por ROSE YBARRA
! e Valley Catholic

SAN JUAN " Todos los 
titulares han desaparecido de las 
noticias nacionales, pero la agon&a 
continua para los residentes 
de Joplin, Mo., mientras ellos 
empiezan una larga recuperaci%n 
del tornado masivo tipo F-5 que 
golpeo la ciudad el 22 de mayo,  
el torbellino estadounidense m$s 
mortal en las (ltimas seis d)cadas.

Las Caridades Cat%licas 
USA y colegas miembros de sus 
organizaciones han unido fuerzas 
para auxiliar  a las Caridades 
Cat%licas del Sur de Missouri, la 
o' cina que sirve al $rea de Joplin. 

Dos representantes de 
Caridades Cat%licas del Valle del 
R&o Grande han viajado a la zona 
del desastre para dar una mano 
con el manejo de casos para los 
servicios de recuperaci%n de 
largo plazo. La Hermana Leticia 
Benavides de las Misioneras de 
Jes(s y Edna Mart&nez partieron a 
Joplin el 12 de junio. 

ªJoplin sigue en pedazos,º 
dijo la Hermana Benavides por 
mensaje de texto el 21 de junio. ªEs 
tan triste incluso manejar por el 
$rea del desastre. Las personas se 
recuperan lentamente.º

La Hermana Norma Pimentel 
de los Misioneras de Jes(s y 
directora ejecutiva de Caridades 
Cat%licas del Valle del R&o Grande 
dijo que las Caridades Cat%licas 

USA pidieron que representantes 
del Valle fueran a Joplin para 
ayudar  en los esfuerzos de 
recuperaci%n. 

ªDespu)s del hurac$n Dolly, 
representantes de las Caridades 
Cat%licas USA  estuvieron aqu& y 
vieron como trabajamos y como 
tomamos acci%n inmediata.º 
La Hermana Pimentel dijo. 
ªEstaban impresionados de los 
que est$bamos haciendo aqu& en 
el Valle y frecuentemente nos usan 
como referencia y como recurso 
para otras di%cesis.º

La Hermana Pimentel 
continu%, ªHemos aprendido c%mo 
responder en estas circunstancias. 
Desafortunadamente, hemos 
aprendido a trav)s de los desastres 
que hemos experimentado aqu& en 
el Valle.º

Las Hermana Benavides y 
Mart&nez comparten su extensa 
experiencia en la recuperaci%n 
de desastres con las personas 
de Joplin. Ambas mujeres han 
ayudado a cientos de familias en el 
Valle a recoger las piezas despu)s 
de los huracanes Dolly y Alex y 
otros desastres locales. Adem$s, 
la Hermana Benavides viaj% a la 
Samoa Americana para asistir con 
los esfuerzos de recuperaci%n en el 
terremoto y tsunami del 2009. 

La Hermana Benavides dijo 
que la agencia local Caridades 
Cat%licas es una ªo' cina reci)n 
nacidaº que s%lo cuenta con 
tres empleados, as& que la ayuda 

de otras o' cinas de Caridades 
Cat%licas ha sido vital. 

ªGracias a Dios, las cosas han 
marchando,º dijo la Hermana 
Benavides. ªOramos para que esto 
contin(e.º

Hasta el 16 de junio, 3,270 
personas, 1067 hogares, 550 
manejos de casos, y m$s de 2, 500 
necesidades de hogar han sido 
cumplidas por los trabajadores y 
voluntarios de Caridades Cat%licas 
en Joplin. 

Hay una gran cantidad de 
agua, paquetes de higiene y 

otras necesidades personales 
inmediatas, seg(n las Caridades 
Cat%licas del Sur de Missouri.

La mayor necesidad en el 
presente son las donaciones 
monetarias y tarjetas de regalo, por 
ejemplo las tarjetas de regalo Visa 
y tarjetas de los negocios locales 
as& como Target, Casey+s, Price 
Cutter y Sav-A-Lot. Art&culos 
para el hogar y ropa de cama  para 
cumplir con las necesidades de 
transici%n tienen una demanda 
muy alta ya que los residentes 
empiezan a regresar a sus casas o a 

reinstalarse en casas nuevas. 
El tornado abri% una grieta 

de tres cuartos de milla de ancho 
y seis millas de largo. El n(mero 
de muertos fue de 156 hasta 
el 22 de junio, con docenas de 
desaparecidos, de acuerdo con 
la Prensa Asociada. Casi todos 
los edi' cios a su paso fueron 
completamente destruidos. 

Un hospital cat%lico y la Iglesia 
Cat%lica St. Mary estuvieron en el 
trayecto directo de la tormenta. 
En los terrenos de la iglesia, 
el santuario, escuela primaria, 
rector&a, sal%n parroquial y el 
edi' cio St. Vicent de Paul  fueron 
arrasados por la tormenta. 

El pastor de la iglesia, Padre 
Justin Manoghan encontr% refugio 
en una tina de la rector&a minutos 
antes del que tornado destruyera 
todo el edi' cio alrededor de )l. 
Estuvo atrapado por horas, pero 
eventualmente los feligreses lo 
encontraron a salvo y lo sacaron 
de las ruinas. Los feligreses 
recuperaron el Santo Sacramento 
del tabern$culo destrozado de la 
iglesia. Solamente una gran cruz 
de ' erro que estaba en la entrada 
de la iglesia resisti%, elevada sobre 
los restos, seg(n los Servicios de 
Noticias Cat%licas. 

Donaciones monetarias o 
tarjetas de regalo pueden ser 
mandadas a: Catholic Charities 
of Southern Missouri, Disaster-
Joplin, 601 S. Je/ erson Ave., 
Spring' eld, MO 65806. 

El Obispo Flores
orden• dos
sacerdotes nuevos

CNS photo/Emily Molinaro
El Obispo de Spring! eld-Cape Girardeau, Missouri, Mons. James V. Johnston, evalúa 
la Iglesia St. Mary, la cual fue devastada por un poderoso tornado el 22 de mayo. El 
tornado dejó 156 muertos.   

» Por favor lea Sacerdotes, p!g.14

Foto por Cesar Riojas/The Valley Catholic 

El padre Joaquín Zermeño impartió su primera bendición como sacerdote al Obispo 
Daniel E. Flores.
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MATAMOROS, M!xico ± Un 
sacerdote cat"lico muri" a causa 
de sus heridas el 2 de julio, poco 
despu!s de quedar atrapado en el 
fuego cruzado entre tiradores de 
un cartel de la droga y la milicia 
en la ciudad fronteriza Matam-
oros. 

Padre Marco Antonio Dur#n 
Romero, de 48 a$os de edad, pas-
tor de la parroquia San Roberto 
Belarmino y an% tri"n de un pro-
grama televisivo local, recibi" un 
disparo en el pecho cuando se 
encontr" con el tiroteo mientras 
conduc&a, dijo padre Alan Ca-
margo, portavoz de la Di"cesis de 
Matamoros. Padre Dur#n, quien 
justo hab&a salido de una re-
uni"n de oraci"n en su parroquia, 
muri" despu!s de recibir cirug&a 

de emergencia. 
ª'l era muy din#mico, cre-

ativo, muy carism#tico y ten&a un 
modo de ser muy abierto y di-
recto con los j"venesº, dijo padre 
Camargo. 

Un Misa f(nebre fue celebra-
da el 4 de julio. 

El obispo Daniel E. Flores de 
Brownsville, Texas, al otro lado 
de la frontera con Matamoros, 
emiti" una declaraci"n expresan-
do tristeza y ofreciendo oraciones 
por padre Dur#n, por la iglesia de 
Matamoros y por ªtodos aquellos 
que viven bajo circunstancias de 
gran peligroº. 

ªMucha gente inocente ha 
sido asesinada como resultado de 
la violencia en el norte de M!xico 
y padre Dur#n Romero est# entre 
los m#s recientesº, dijo el obispo 
en la declaraci"n. 

ªUn sacerdote debe estar con 
su pueblo en tiempos de pruebaº, 
y la muerte de padre Dur#n ªes 
testimonio de su solidaridadº. 

Otro sacerdote de la Di"cesis 
de Matamoros huy" de la violenta 
regi"n del estado de Tamaulipas 
anteriormente este a$o debido a 
amenazas de parte de los carteles 
de la droga, los cuales se est#n 
disputando una regi"n codiciada 
por sus rutas de contrabando ha-
cia Estados Unidos. 

Padre Camargo dijo que los 
sacerdotes de Tamaulipas han 
sido detenidos y cateados en pun-
tos de seguridad operados por 
fanfarrones de los carteles y se les 
ha impedido salir de los pueblos 
que sirven debido al asedio de 
grupos criminales que est#n en 
guerra, pero generalmente no han 
sido objetivos. 

Obispo Flores ofrece 
oraciones por el padre Dur•n

El recordar momentos sig-
ni% cativos en nuestras vidas 

es una dicha y una bendici"n. 
Recuerdo el (ltimo d&a de mi 
primer a$o de preparatoria 
en 1969 porque fue el d&a que 
conoc& a mi esposo en un baile 
escolar. Mauri estaba usando 
una camisa amarilla y yo estaba 
usando un vestido amarillo, y 
hasta este d&a, todos los 28 de 
mayo de cada a$o, saco la camisa 
amarilla y el vestido amarillo del 
ropero como un recordatorio de 
c"mo es que empez" todo. 

Muchos hombres y mujeres 
recuerdan su d&a de bodas como 
uno de los d&as m#s signi% cati-
vos de sus vidas; el d&a en que 
le prometieron a su c"nyuge 
ªser % eles en lo prospero y en lo 
adverso, en la salud y en la enfer-
medad, amarle y honrarle todos 
los d&as de sus vidasº. Cuando 
una pareja de se compromete, 
empiezan a plani% car para el 
d&a de su boda y todo lo que 
conlleva: invitaciones, recepci"n, 
vestido, % esta de bodas, m(sica 
y muy importante una liturgia 
de bodas. Hacen una cita con el 
sacerdote de su parroquia y son 
recibidos con brazos abiertos 
para empezar el proceso de 
preparaci"n matrimonial. Para 
algunos, !sta entrevista inicial es 
un recordatorio de que se est#n 
preparando no s"lo para una 
ªbodaº sino tambi!n para ªun 
matrimonio para toda la vidaº. 

En el documento Fieles 
el uno con el otro por siem-
pre, los Obispos Cat"licos de 
Estados Unidos, declaran que 
ªmientras que el C"digo de 
Derecho Can"nico )1063* pone 
la responsabilidad de la prepara-
ci"n matrimonial en el pastor, 
tambi!n menciona que !l debe 
cerciorarse que la c̀omunidad 
eclesi#stica+ proporcione asisten-
cia para esta causa. De la misma 
manera, el Papa Juan Pablo II 
incit" a que la familia Cristiana 
y toda la comunidad eclesi#stica 
se involucraran en las diferentes 
fases de la preparaci"n matri-
monial )Familiaris Consortio*. 
Por lo tanto, lo que buscamos es 
un esfuerzo colaborativo entre 

el clero, religiosos y laicado en 
todas las facetas de esta labor de 
)preparaci"n matrimonial*.º   

La preparaci"n matrimonial 
ha evolucionado en este pa&s a 
trav!s de los a$os. Las parejas 
que conozco que han estado 
casadas por 60 a$os o m#s me 
cuentan que su preparaci"n 
matrimonial constaba en platicar 
con el sacerdote de la parroquia 
una vez antes de la boda. Cu-
ando mi esposo Mauri y yo nos 
preparamos para nuestro matri-
monio hace 36 a$os, asistimos a 
un programa de dos tardes lla-
mado Pre-Cana en el auditorio 
de la Bas&lica con alrededor de 
otras 100 personas y escuchamos 
algunas presentaciones de varios 
temas incluyendo % nanzas y 
sexualidad.    

Aqu& en la Di"cesis de 
Brownsville, la legislaci"n sinod-
al que fue promulgada en el 2006 
incluye estatutos espec&% cos para 
la preparaci"n matrimonial que 
incluyen de 4-10 sesiones con 
una pareja de padrinos de su 
parroquia y la asistencia a uno 
de los cinco distintos Retiros de 
Preparaci"n Matrimonial. 

Frecuentemente cuando una 
pareja comprometida llega al 
Retiro de Preparaci"n Matrimo-
nial o a la puerta de los padrinos 
a los que fueron asignados, no 
saben que esperar. Casi siempre 
cuando terminan el programa, 
est#n emocionados de lo que 
han aprendido de su relaci"n del 
uno con el otro y con Dios, y de 
lo que han compartido con los 
dem#s al ingresar esta jornada 
para toda la vida. Que todos 
recordemos orar por aquellos 
comprometidos de nuestras 
parroquias, que el Se$or los 
bendiga, guie, proteja y los 
encamine a un matrimonio sano 
y santo.       

¿Prepararse para una boda o 
prepararse para un matrimonio? 

Lydia Pesina
Directora, O• cina 
de Vida Familiar

Diácono 
Luis Zuniga
Director, O• cina 
de Plani• caci!n 
Pastoral y Instituto 
Ministerial San 
Juan Diego

Se inicia estudio de la Biblia 
Quisiera tomar la oportuni-

dad de este art&culo durante 
el verano para informarles sobre 
uno de los varios proyectos de 
nuestro Instituto diocesano para 
el Ministerio Eclesial Laical. 
Este primer proyecto ser# una 
gran oportunidad para todos 
los % eles Catolicos de nuestro 
valle del Rio Grande a una mejor 
participaci"n en la vida y misi"n 
de la Iglesia para predicar y dar 
testimonio sobre el Evangelio de 
nuestro Se$or Jesucristo.

La Diocesis de Brownsville en 
colaboraci"n con la Universidad 
de Dallas Escuela de Ministerio 
ofrecer# un curso de cuatro 
a$os por medio del Instituto 
Diocesano San Juan Diego. Este 
curso se llevara acabo en espa$ol 
durante los sabados y se invita a 
los diferentes coordinadores de 
evangelizaci"n de cada parroquia 
a participar con la recomen-
daci"n de su parroco. 

Este proyecto es posible gra-
cias a la generosidad de Catholic 
Extension Society por medio de 
una veca otorgada a la Di"ce-
sis de Brownsville. La Escuela 
Biblica Catolica - Curso de Ini-
ciacion al estudio de la Biblia es 
un programa de certi% caci"n en 
estudio b&blico que cubre todos 
los libros de la Biblia.

¿Qu! es la Biblia? ¿C"mo 
se escribi"? ¿Qui!n la escribi"? 
¿C"mo podemos leerla y estu-
diarla? ¿Qu! ense$a la Iglesia 
acerca de la inspiraci"n e inter-

pretacion? Estas son varias de las 
preguntas que se trataran durante 
este curso sobre la Biblia.

Las clases ser#n facilitadas 
por profesores de la Universidad 
Catolica de Dallas. Los partici-
pantes tendr#n la oportunidad 
de profundizar su fe y tener un 
mejor entendimiento sobre las 
sagradas escrituras y las ense$an-
zas del Magisterio de la Iglesia 
Catolica. 

La Metodologia del curso ser# 
presentado en cuatro a$os, cada 
a$o se impartieran tres modu-
los de diez semanas cada uno. 
Cada clase dura ocho horas que 
incluyen oraci"n, presentaciones, 
dialogo y participaci"n en grupos 
peque$os. 

Las sesiones se llevaran acabo 
durante diez meses desde de 
agosto hasta mayo. Personas 
interesedas en este curso de cer-
ti% caci"n y crecimiento pueden 
comunicarse con el Instituto 
Diocesano San Juan Diego al 
)956* 784-5059.

A$o 1: Nivel Basico, modulos 
1 al 6 incluye los siguientes temas 
teologicos: Creacion, pecado, 

pueblo de Dios, alianza, desierto, 
promesa, tierra prometida, lider-
azgo carism#tico, !poca de los 
reyes, y !poca de los profetas.

A$o 2: Fundamentos del 
Nuevo Testamento: Jesus y la 
Manera de ser Su Discipulo. In-
cluye los siguientes temas teolog-
icos: Espiritu Santo, narraciones 
de la infancia, Iglesia, dones del 
Espiritu  Santo, la justi% caci"n 
por la fe, el Cuerpo de Cristo, los 
Sacramentos y Escatologia.

A$o 3: Antiguo Testamento: 
Periodo del Exilio y la Restaura-
cion. Incluye los siguientes temas 
teologicos: Justicia social, la vo-
caci"n del profeta, el matrimonio 
entre Dios e Israel, la destrucci"n 
del templo, exilio, la renovaci"n 
despu!s del exilio, la comunidad 
se reconstuye alrededor de la 
palabra.

A$o 4: Se concluye el apren-
dizaje de ambos testamentos: La 
Palabra en el Mundo Helenico. 
Incluye los siguientes temas teo-
logicos: Rol o papel de Pedro, los 
apostoles en el nuevo testamento 
se cumple el antiguo testamento, 
!nfasis en la creaci"n, el prob-
lema del sufrimiento, el martirio 
y la resurrecci"n.

Ð

Di"cono Luis Zuniga, es el Direc-
tor de la O• cina de Plani• caci!n 
Pastoral y de el Instituto Ministe-
rial San Juan Diego de formaci!n 
para laicos. 

Mensaje del Obispo Daniel E. Flores

La Diócesis de Brownsville, su clero, 
religiosos y feligreses, expresan sus más 
sentidas condolencias al haber escuchado las 
noticias sobre la violenta muerte del Padre 
Marco Antonio Durán Romero, de la Diócesis 
de Matamoros. Unimos nuestras oraciones a 
las del clero y los feligreses de Matamoros en 
estos momentos de tristeza y pérdida.

La Iglesia Católica es un cuerpo a través 
del mundo, unidos en nuestra comunión por 
la  sangre de Cristo;  el sufrimiento en una 
parte de este cuerpo nos afecta a todos. Mu-

chas personas inocentes han sido asesinadas 
como resultado de la violencia en el norte de 
México, y el Padre Durán Romero está entre 
los más recientes. Un sacerdote debe de estar 
con su gente en los momentos más difíciles, y 
la muerte del Padre Marco Antonio da testi-
monio de esta  solidaridad.

Nosotros seguimos rezando por la Iglesia 
de Matamoros, por todos aquellos que viven 
en circunstancias de alto peligro.  Que Dios 
los proteja a través de Nuestro Señor Jesucris-
to, y que el alma del Padre Marco Antonio y 
todos los feligreses que han partido descansen 
en paz. 

Catholic News Service 

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO 
±- A pesar de que las ciencias 
emp&ricas han logrado adelantar 
el progreso, el sujetar a Dios y su 
verdad a un escrutinio cient&% co 
representa un uso incorrecto y 
d!spota de la raz"n humana, dijo 
el papa Benedicto XVI. 

Siempre ha sido causa de de-
bate a trav!s de la historia c"mo se 
interconectan la raz"n, la verdad 
y la fe, dijo el papa, el 30 de junio, 
durante una ceremonia de entrega 
de premios en el claustro Clemen-
tine del palacio Apost"lico, que 
est# cubierto de frescos. 

El papa les otorg" el premio 
Ratzinger a tres te"logos por su 
excelencia en estudios teol"gicos 
El papa aprovech" la ocasi"n para 
hablar sobre el signi% cado y las 
barreras que rodean el estudio de 
la teolog&a. 

E hizo notar las importantes 
contribuciones que ha hecho la 
teolog&a; pero advirti" que la te-

olog&a no debe estar solamente 
interesada con el pasado, pues eso 
ªdejar&a la fe de hoy en tinieblasº. 

Ni tampoco los te"logos de-
ben solamente aplicarse a estu-
dios psicol"gicos o sociol"gicos, 
dejando a un lado la fe, pues eso 
despojar&a la teolog&a de su sig-
ni% cado y su s"lida fundaci"n, 
a$adi". 

Y aunque el estudio del pasado 
y la comprensi"n de las ciencias 
humanas y sociales son impor-
tantes en teolog&a, el papa dijo que 
la verdadera pregunta en cuesti"n 
es: ª¿Lo que creemos es verdad o 
no? En teolog&a la pregunta sobre 
la verdad est# en juego: la verdad 
es su fundamento (ltimo y esen-
cialº. 

Cristo es la verdad, y la gente 
puede y debe conocerlo mediante 
la raz"n, dijo. 

ªDe esto se deduce que la fe 
cristiana, por propia naturaleza, 
deber&a aplazar la teolog&a, ten-
dr&a que preguntarse sobre lo ra-
zonable de la feº.

Cristo es la verdad, y la gente puede 
conocerlo mediante la raz!n, dice el papa 
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CIUDAD DEL VATICANO 
Ð Los organizadores de la Jornada 
Mundial de la Juventud de este a!o 
dicen que las cifras de inscripci"n y 
las solicitudes de voluntarios est#n 
m#s altas que nunca y auguran bien 
una reuni"n exitosa y alegre en Ma-
drid en agosto. 

El papa Benedicto XVI est# pro-
gramado para asistir al evento y los 
organizadores dijeron que esperan 
que m#s de 1 mill"n de peregrinos 
j"venes se le unan. 

El cardenal Stanislaw Rylko, 
quien lidera la agencia vaticana que 
est# organizando el evento, dijo que 
unos 440,000 ya se hab$an inscrito, 
un n%mero r&cord de inscripciones 
todav$a a seis semanas del evento. 
M#s de 35,000 cat"licos j"venes han 
solicitado para los 22,500 espacios 
en el vasto cuerpo de voluntarios, 
&l dijo. 

Durante una conferencia de 
prensa en el Vaticano el 28 de junio 
el cardenal Rylko dijo que toda Jor-
nada Mundial de la Juventud es ªuna 
experiencia extraordinaria para una 
iglesia que es amiga de los j"venes, 
cercana a ellos en sus problemasº 
y puede transmitir ªentusiasmo 
y #nimo misioneroº. Los j"venes, 
especialmente en una Europa cre-
cientemente secular, ªtienen una 
necesidad particular para todo estoº, 
&l dijo. 

De hecho, &l dijo, el papa Bene-
dicto escogi" la capital de Espa!a 
para el evento a realizarse del 16 al 
21 de agosto debido a la necesidad 
espec$' ca de Europa de redescubrir 
sus ra$ces cristianas y debido a su 
convicci"n que los j"venes son los 
evangelizadores m#s e' caces. 

El papa pasar# del 18 al 21 de 
agosto en Madrid, reuni&ndose 
varias veces con los j"venes y hasta 
escuchando las confesiones de algu-
nos de ellos. 

Inscripción 
para Jornada 
Mundial de la 
Juventud alta

Sacramento de la Comuni•n 
puede transformar vidas

CNS foto/Paul Haring

El papa Benedicto XVI se inca durante la • esta Corpus Christi, la cual conmemora la 
institución de la Eucaristía.
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CIUDAD DEL VATICANO 
Ð El papa Benedicto XVI dijo 
que la Eucarist$a es el coraz"n 
de la vida eclesi#stica y un ªan-
t$dotoº para la creciente cultura 
individualista global. 

Dirigi&ndose a peregrinos el 
26 de junio durante la ' esta Cor-
pus Christi, la cual conmemora 
la instituci"n de la Eucarist$a, 
el papa dijo que la Eucarist$a 
es como el ªcoraz"n palpitanteº 
que da vida y signi' cado a todo 
lo que hace la iglesia. 

Como el sacramento de la 
Comuni"n, &sta puede trans-
formar las vidas de las personas 
llev#ndolas a Dios, &l dijo. 

ªEn una cultura que es m#s 
y m#s individualista, una cul-
tura en la cual estamos inmersos 
en la sociedad occidental y que 
tiende a propagarse por todo el 
mundo, la Eucarist$a constituye 
un tipo de `ant$doto(º, dijo el 

papa. 
ª)sta funciona en las mente 

y los corazones de los creyentes 
y continuamente disemina en 
ellos la l"gica de la comuni"n, 
del servicio, de compartir: en 
resumen, la l"gica del Evange-
lioº, &l dijo. 

El papa dijo que este esp$ri-
tu, nutrido por la presencia ver-
dadera de Cristo en la Eucari-
st$a, era evidente en las vidas de 
los primeros cristianos, quienes 
viv$an fraternalmente y com-
part$an sus bienes terrenales en 
comuni"n, de modo que nadie 
fuera pobre. 

Y hasta en generaciones pos-
teriores a trav&s de los siglos la 
iglesia, a pesar de los l$mites y 
errores humanos, continuaba 
siendo una fuerza de comuni"n 
en el mundo. Pensamos espe-
cialmente en los periodos m#s 
dif$ciles de prueba: lo que sig-
ni' caba, por ejemplo, en pa$ses 
gobernados por reg$menes to-
talitarios, poder reunirse para la 
Misa dominicalº, &l dijo. 

Contra el vac$o producido 
por un falso sentido de liber-
tad, dijo el papa, la Eucarist$a es 
como medicamento que ayuda 
a la gente a recobrar un v$nculo 
con la verdad y el bien com%n. 

El papa dice que 
Eucarist•a es ant•doto 
para individualismo 
moderno 

El papa marca 60 a!os como sacerdote

Por JOHN THAVIS 
Catholic News Service 

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO 
Ð Celebrando Misa con arzobis-
pos de 25 pa$ses, el papa Bene-
dicto XVI re* exion" acerca de 
sus 60 a!os como sacerdote, lla-
m#ndolo un ministerio exigente 
e ªinspirador de maravillaº que lo 
llev" m#s cerca de Dios. 

La inusual recordaci"n per-
sonal del papa se dio el 29 de 
junio, el aniversario de su orde-
naci"n sacerdotal en Baviera en 
1951 y de la ' esta de los santos 
Pedro y Pablo, santos patronos de 
Roma. 

Durante la Misa de tres horas 
de duraci"n &l le dio a 41 arzobis-
pos el palio de lana como se!al de 
la comuni"n de ellos con el papa 
y de su responsabilidad pastoral 
como pastores. Entre ellos hab$a 
cuatro prelados de Estados Uni-
dos, incluyendo el arzobispo Jos& 
H. G"mez de Los +ngeles, y el ar-
zobispo Gustavo Garc$a-Siller de 
San Antonio. 

La liturgia en la Bas$lica de 
San Pedro comenz" con fanfar-
ria de trompetas. El papa sonre$a 
mientras procesaba hacia el altar 
rodeado de * ores, pausando para 
saludar al patriarca ecum&nico 
Bartholomew de Constantinopla. 

El papa dedic" la mayor parte 
de su homil$a a sus 60 a!os de 

ministerio sacerdotal y dos veces 
se excus" por quiz#s hablar de-
masiado tiempo sobre sus recuer-
dos. )l dijo que sent$a que deb$a 
mirar atr#s a ªlas cosas que han 
dejado su marcaº. 

ª(Ya no les llamo a ustedes 
servidores, sino amigos(. Sesenta 
a!os desde el d$a de mi orde-
naci"n sacerdotal escucho una 
vez m#s muy profundamente 
dentro de m$ estas palabras de 
Jes%s que fueron dirigidas a 
nosotros los nuevos sacerdotes 
al ' nal de la ceremonia de orde-
naci"n por el arzobispo, el carde-
nal Faulhaber, en su levemente 
fr#gil vozº, dijo el papa. 

ªSupe, en ese momento, que 
el propio Se!or me hablaba de 
una manera muy personalº, &l 
dijo. 

El papa dijo que se sinti" lla-
mado al c$rculo de aquellos que 
Dios conoce de una manera es-
pecial, a una amistad que implica 
responsabilidades. 

ª)l me conf$a proclamar su 
palabra, a explicarla correcta-
mente y a llevarla a la gente de 
hoy d$aº, &l dijo. 

El papa Benedicto dijo que la 
amistad en este sentido es acerca 
de conformar con Dios la volun-
tad de uno y estar preparado a 
pararse fuera de s$ mismo y hacia 
otros, movi&ndose ªm#s all# de la 
inercia del egocentrismoº. 

Este llamado al sacerdote a la 
amistad con Dios es ªtan inspira-
dor de maravilla que uno podr$a 
sentirse intimidado seg%n las 
d&cadas pasan en medio de tantas 
experiencias de la propia fragili-
dad de uno y del bien inagotable 

de &lº, dijo el papa. 
El papa coloc" el palio, estola 

hecha de lana de cordero, alred-
edor de los hombros de los arzo-
bispos seg%n ellos se arrodillaban 
ante &l. Durante su serm"n, el 
papa dijo que el palio signi' ca el 
ªyugo de la amistad con Cristoº, el 
deber pastoral de ser pastor y la 
comuni"n con el papa. 

ªSigni' ca que debemos ser 
pastores para la unidad y en la 
unidad y que es solamente en la 
unidad representada por Pedro 
que verdaderamente lideramos 
gente hacia Cristoº, &l dijo. 

El palio es presentado cada 
a!o a los nuevos arzobispos o 
aquellos que han sido nombra-
dos a una nueva arquidi"cesis. 
Cuatro arzobispos nuevos, in-
cluyendo al arzobispo Guire Pou-
lard de Puerto Pr$ncipe, Hait$, no 

pudieron asistir a la ceremonia y 
recibieron sus palios en casa. 

Despu&s, durante una re-
uni"n para simpatizantes, el ar-
zobispo Garc$a-Siller dijo que 
las palabras del papa enfatizaron 
correctamente la alegre tarea de 
edi' car la unidad en la iglesia, 
a!adiendo: ªTengo la esperanza 
de ser instrumento de la unidad 
que Jes%s quer$aº. )l dijo que cu-
ando el papa puso el palio en sus 
hombros &l le dijo al papa de su 
deseo de unidad. 

ªEl papa respondi": `¡San An-
tonio, Texas, s$/ Pocas palabras, 
pero muy signi' cativasº, &l dijo. 

El arzobispo G"mez, en 
Roma con unos 400 peregrinos, 
dijo que hab$a estado compar-
tiendo la emoci"n de los eventos 
con personas en casa en una p#-
gina de Facebook.

Arzobispos reciben

palios como se!al de su 

responsabilidad pastoral

CNS photo/L’Osservatore Romano

El papa Benedicto XVI le presenta el palio al el arzobispo José H. Gómez de Los 
Ángeles en la Basílica de San Pedro el 29 de junio. Durante la Misa el papa les dio a 
41 arzobispos el palio de lana como señal de la comunión de ellos con el papa y de 
su responsabilidad pastoral como pastores.

Asociaci"n latina 
# ja conferencia 

Catholic News Service 

SAN ANTONIO -± Por prim-
era vez desde su fundaci"n, la 
Asociaci"n cat"lica de dirigentes 
latinos abre su conferencia anual no 
solamente para miembros actuales 
o prospectos sino para toda perso-
na que est& interesada. 

La sexta reuni"n anual de la 
asociaci"n, llamada ªJunta en la 
cima de fe, civismo y acci"n pol$tica 
p%blica: Obst#culos y responsabili-
dades,º se llevar# a cabo del 12 al 14 
de agosto en Denver en el JW Mar-
riott en Cherry Creek. 

Los diferentes ponentes pre-
sentar#n sus puntos de vista sobre 
temas actuales que encara la igle-
sia y la naci"n, como la educaci"n 
cat"lica, la reforma de inmigraci"n 
y la identidad cat"lica. Entre los po-
nentes que participar#n en la con-
ferencia se incluye al arzobispo Jos& 
H. G"mez de Los +ngeles, el arzo-
bispo Charles J. Chaput de Denver 
y Mark H. L"pez del ªPew Hispanic 
Centerº 7Centro Hispano ªPewº;.
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ªI had recurrent thoughts about 
it (religious life), but of course, I 
ignored them at ! rst,º she said. 

Sister Rottier's family was 
supportive of her decision to 
become a religious sister but hoped 
that she would pick a community 
that was based closer to home. 

She ultimately chose the Sisters 
of St. Joseph of Carondelet in St. 
Louis, who are celebrating 175 
years of service in the United States 
this year. " ere are more than 
400 Sisters of St. Joseph serving 
throughout the country. " e 
community also has missions in 
Peru and Japan. 

ª" ere was something inside 
of me that wanted to venture out,º 
Sister Rottier said of her decision to 
leave Wisconsin. 

Sister Rottier earned a bachelor's 
degree in mathematics from 

Fontbonne College in 1965 and 
a master's degree in mathematics 
from Catholic University of 
America in Washington, D.C. in 
1974. 

Sister Mary Ann Potts of the 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet 
describes Sister Rottier as, ªa most 
true and very supportive friend.º 
Sister Potts and Sister Rottier live 
in community in Rancho Viejo. 
" ey have known each other for 36 
years and worked side-by-side as 
educators for many of those years. 

ªIn our ministries, we've 
done some pretty daring things,º 
Sister Potts said. ªWe've gone 
to Guatemala and Peru and for 
three years, we went to work in an 
orphanage in Tijuana, Mexico.º

Sister Potts said that Sister 
Rottier has dedicated her entire 
ministry to helping children.  ªIf 
she can give a child an opportunity 
that they didn't have before and 
open up a new world to them, for 
Sister Helen, it's the greatest thing 
that she can do,º Sister Potts said. 

Sister Rottier,
continued from pg. 9

First in a series of workshops sponsored by the Diocese of Brownsville/Diocesan Relations Of• ce 
& The Valley Catholic. Future tracks will cover photography, podcasts & video production.

s#lo aquellos en la vida religiosa. 
ªEn la Iglesia, tenemos la 

tradici#n de los tres votos que 
toman los religiosos, pobreza, 
castidad, obediencia,º coment#. 
ªY aunque los religiosos tengan 
una vocaci#n singular privilegiada 
de tomar el voto y dar testimonio 
p$blico, cada Cristiano es llamado 
de alguna manera a vivir alg$n 
tipo de pobreza, alguna forma de 
castidad y alg$n tipo de obediencia 
que le de honor al Se%or, esa es la 
forma de santidad para nosotros. 
El reto para todos nosotros es 
descifrar como debemos vivir 
aunque no hayamos tomado los 
votos.º

El Obispo continu#, ª¿Qu& 
signi! ca compartir  la pobreza 
del Se%or Jes$s, quien no tuvo un 
lugar para recostar su cabeza? ¿Qu& 
signi! ca el compartir en la pureza 
de su coraz#n, su castidad? ¿Qu& 
signi! ca compartir su obediencia 
hacia el Padre? Pero todos nosotros 
tenemos que vivirlo, eso es lo que 
signi! ca el ser conformados al 
misterio de la cruz del Se%or. 

El Obispo ofreci# frases cortas 

para, ªguiarnos a todos mientras 
continuamos rogando con el Se%or 
por el esp*ritu de santidad que nos 
conforma a su propia santidad.º

ªLa pobreza para nosotros 
signi! ca: si hay algo en este mundo 
que me aleja de responder a tu 
voz, qu*talo  de mi,º dijo el Obispo 
Flores. ªUstedes rezan eso hoy. No 
dejes que ning$n amor humano 
me aleje de responder a tu amor 
primero, obediencia.  Si hay alg$n 
deseo personal o voluntad secreta 
adherida a m*, que de alguna forma 
me aparte de responder a tu voz 
primero, qu*talo de mi.º 

Al amar a Dios primero, 
aceptando el gran amor y clemencia 
de Dios, nosotros podemos 
ofrecerle clemencia y amor a otros. 

ªPodemos amar todos las 
cosas si amamos a Dios primero, y 
podemos amar a todas las personas 
si amamos a Dios primero,º dijo el 
Obispo Flores. ªPodemos amar a 
nuestro propia voluntad, si amamos 
a Dios primero. Pero si no amamos 
a Dios primero, no podemos amar 
ninguna cosa que +l haya hecho, 
ninguna persona que haya puesto 
en nuestra vida y ning$n regalo 
que se nos haya dado a nosotros.¼
Conformen sus vidas al misterio de 
la Cruz del Se%or.

Sacerdotes,
continued from pg. 11

of the Rio Grande Valley said that 
Catholic Charities USA requested 
that representatives from the Val-
ley come to Joplin to assist in the 
recovery e/ ort. 

 ªA2 er Hurricane Dolly, repre-
sentatives from Catholic Charities 
USA were here and they saw how 
we worked and how we took im-
mediate action,º Sister Pimentel 
said. ª" ey were impressed with 
what we were doing here in the 
Valley and they o2 en use us as a 
reference and a resource for other 
dioceses.º 

Sister Pimentel continued, 
ªWe have learned how to respond 
in these circumstances. Unfortu-
nately, we've learned through the 
disasters that we have experienced 
here in the Valley.º 

Sister Benavides and Martinez 
are sharing their extensive disaster 
recovery expertise with the peo-
ple of Joplin. Both women have 
helped hundreds of Valley fami-

lies pick up the pieces a2 er Hur-
ricanes Dolly and Alex and other 
local disasters. Additionally, Sister 
Benavides traveled to American 
Samoa to assist with the recovery 
e/ ort from the 8009 earthquake 
and tsunami. 

Sister Benavides said the lo-
cal Catholic Charities agency that 
serves Joplin is a ªnewborn o;  ceº 
that has only three employees so 
the assistance from other Catholic 
Charities o;  ces has been vital. 

ª" anks to God, things have 
been running smoothly,º Sister 
Benavides said. ªPray that all con-
tinues.º 

As of June 30, 4,353 people, 
1,457 households, <09 case man-
agement, and more than 3,100 
household needs have been met by 
Catholic Charities sta/  and volun-
teers in Joplin. 

" ere are plentiful amounts of 
water, hygiene kits, and other im-
mediate personal needs, according 
to Catholic Charities of Southern 
Missouri. 

" e greatest need at this time 
is monetary donations and gi2  
cards, for example Visa gi2  cards 

and cards from local retailers such 
as Target, Casey's, Price Cutter and 
Sav-A-Lot. Items, such as house 
wares and bedding, to meet tran-
sitional needs are in high demand 
as residents begin to return to their 
homes or settle into new homes. 

" e tornado tore a path three-
quarters of a mile wide and six 
miles long. " e death toll was 156 
as of June 88 with dozens still miss-
ing, according to the Associated 
Press. Almost every building in its 
path was completely destroyed.  

A Catholic hospital and St. 
Mary's Catholic Church were in 
the storm's direct path. On the 
church grounds, the sanctuary, 
elementary school, rectory, parish 
hall and the St. Vincent de Paul 
building were all leveled by the 
storm.

" e church's pastor, Father 
Justin Monaghan found shelter in 
the bathtub of the rectory only sec-
onds before the tornado brought 
the entire building down around 
him. He was trapped for hours, but 
parishioners eventually found him 
safe and dug him out of the ruins. 
Parishioners retrieved the Blessed 

Sacrament from the church's shat-
tered tabernacle. Only the large 
steel cross at what was the church's 
entrance remains, towering over 
the wreckage, according to Catho-
lic News Service. 

Monetary donations or gi2  
cards can be sent to: Catholic 
Charities of Southern Missouri, 
Disaster±Joplin, 601 S. Je/ erson 
Ave., Spring! eld, MO= 65<06. 

Joplin,
continued from pg. 1

The Valley Catholic

Two representatives from Catholic Charities of the Rio Grande Valley, Sister Leticia Bena-
vides of the Missionaries of Jesus and Edna Martinez, traveled to Joplin, Mo. to assist 
with the recovery effort from the massive May 22 tornado. In the photo, from left, Sister 
Benavides, Sister Norma Pimentel of the Missionaries of Jesus and executive director of 
Catholic Charities of the Rio Grande Valley and Martinez say their good-byes at McAllen-
Miller International Airport on June 12.   

www.cdob.org

Church of the Week
New feature on ! e Valley Catholic page of the 
Diocese of Brownsville's website.

Every Monday, a new Church of the Week is featured on the diocesan website with 
a two-minute slideshow and a short pro! le and information about what makes the 
church distinctive.
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Length: 128 pages, hardcover 
Complied by: Amy Welborn
Publication: Our Sunday Visitor

The facts:A collection of quotes and 
re! ections from Blessed John Paul II, 
from his homilies, General Audience 
talks, writings and more. Blessed 
John Paul II tells us it is in listening 
to God that we live most fully, that 
God doesn’t just speak to us during 
quiet, re! ective moments, but over 
the course of everyday life, in all of 
its noise, confusion, and complexity. 
Other titles in the series include 
Mother Teresa and Padre Pio.

Authors:Jack Can" eld, 
Mark Victor Hansen 
Publisher: HCI Teens (1998) 
Length:300 pages, paperback   

The facts:A great way for teens to 
put their thoughts on paper. The 
journal presents an opportunity to 
record personal stories, feelings, 
experiences in a way that is fun, 
therapeutic and challenging. The 
book also includes inspirational 
poems, quotes and more. 

»From the Bookshelf
Listening to God 
with Blessed John 
Paul II

Chicken 
Soup for the 
Teenage Soul 
Journal

   

Format:DVD
Year of production: Paulist Pictures
(2007)
Length:63 minutes    

The facts: This is a documentary 
about forgiveness. Terrible things 
happen to good people. If it happens 
to you, would you forgive? Could 
you forgive? In any situation, there is 
forgiveness but it is up to us to " nd 
it. If the people  in this documentary 
can forgive such big things, we can 
forgive in our lives, but sometimes, 
we get so caught up in the little things 
and we can’t forgive.

The Big Question

»Worth Watching

Format: DVD
Year of production: Vision Video
(2008)
Length:25 minutes  

The facts: This series teaches children 
to behave in accordance with a strong 
value system. This particular video 
teaches about responsibility. The town’s 
residents shrug off their responsibilities 
in the name of fun, leaving Carlos alone 
to face a near disaster. Audio, subtitles 
in English and Spanish.

The 
Adventures 
of Carlos 
Caterpillar:
Topsy Turvy

Recommended by  SISTER MAUREEN CROSBY, SSD
Coordinator of the Media Resource Center - Diocese of Brownsville

Bishop Emeritus Raymundo J. Pe!a's Calendar

July 3 9 a.m. Mass ± Our Lady of Mercy   Mercedes 
  11 a.m. Mass ± Our Lady of Mercy   Mercedes
July 30 11 a.m. Diocesan Knights of Columbus Conference      McAllen

On going: 
Mass at St. Joseph Chapel of Perpetual Adoration, 727 Bowie St., Alamo
8 a.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
6 p.m. on Tuesdays and ! ursdays
4 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays. 

Holy Hour will be heldWeekly every • ursday at 7 p.m., 727 Bowie St., Alamo
1st:  Vocations to the Consecrated Life (active and contemplative) and for the Sisters 
and Brothers in our diocese and the success of their mission 

2nd:  Vocations to the Permanent Diaconate the deacons (permanent and 
transitional) of the diocese and their families 

3rd :  Vocation to Married Life: for the welfare and sancti€ cation of all the families in 
the diocese and for building up the Kingdom in our domestic churches 

4th:  Vocations to the priesthood and the priests of the diocese for the success of their 
ministry 

»July listings 
»Media Resource Center 

include 4-10 sessions with a 
Sponsor Couple in their parish 
and attendance at one of the 
" ve di# erent Marriage Prepa-
ration Retreats (see Marriage 
Preparation Policies for more 
detail).   

O$ en when an engaged 
couple arrives at a Marriage 
Preparation Retreat or at the 
door of the Sponsor Couple 

they were assigned to, they 
do not know what to expect. 
Almost always, when they 
complete the program, they are 
excited about what they have 
learned about their relationship 
with one another and with God 
and what they have shared with 
others as they embark on this 
lifelong journey.  May we all re-
member to pray for the engaged 
of our parishes that the Lord 
may bless them, guide them, 
protect them and lead them to 
a marriage that is healthy and 
holy.

Marriage,
continued from pg. 4

delight in the fact that people do 
well. And we want to support our 
people in doing well and set it up 
for them so to speak. It is always 
a team e# ort because we're con-
nected to each other, we rely on 
each other to help each other do 
as well as we can.º

Bishop Flores also noted the 
importance of celebrating sports-
manship as well as champion-
ships. 

ªUnfortunately, we live in 
a world, where sometimes, the 
message is communicated to us 
% sometimes through the me-
dia, sometimes through certain 
aspects of professional sports %  
they tend to perhaps exaggerate 
the importance of winning at all 
cost,º he said. ªObviously, in com-
petition, you want to win but we 
have to remember that it's not just 

about that. It's about how you play, 
in order to win % and that's about 
fairness and that's about being 
honorable to your opponent. And 
it's about being able to, in a certain 
way, express the courtesy and the 
respect that you owe to someone 
who may be on the other side, or 
who may be, at that particular mo-
ment, playing on the other team 
or for that particular moment be 
trying to keep you from winning.º

Courtesy and respect are of-
fered - and should be o# ered - 
from a Christian point of view at 
all times, the bishop said. 

ªIf we express courtesy and 
the respect and the fairness all 
through the season, so to speak, 
the season of a team, the season of 
a sport, the season of life, if we do 
that, then we've won,º he said. ªWe 
won the most important thing, 
which is, that particular grace of 
being an honorable, good-hearted 
person, which is what the victory 
in Christ is all about.º

Sports,
continued from pg. 7

Here in the Diocese of Brownsville, the Synodal Legislation which was 
promulgated in 2006 includes speci• c policies for marriage preparation.   

“To ensure adequate time for marriage preparation, couples planning to 
marry or convalidate their civil union in or by the Church should contact the 
parish (of the bride or groom) where the marriage is to take place, at least 
six months prior to the intended date to arrange for an initial interview with 
the pastor or appointed delegate. The purpose of the initial interview is to:  
1) Welcome the bride and the groom, determine their freedom to marry, 
and discuss the documentation that is required, 2) Provide an overview 
of the marriage preparation requirements which include the completion 
of a FOCCUS premarital instrument, the assignment of a parish sponsor 
couple to assist them in their preparation for their life as a married couple, 
and information regarding the diocesan marriage preparation retreats ; 
and 3) Set a tentative date for the wedding, while making it clear that all 
requirements must be met before setting a • xed date. 

To allow the couple time to concentrate on the sacramental nature of their 
upcoming marriage, the couple must complete the marriage preparation 
process 60 to 90 days before the wedding. This will allow time for the 
couple to identify any serious problems that may exist between them, 
and, if circumstances warrant it, to consider prolonging or breaking the 
engagement.

A series of four to ten sessions with a trained sponsor couple is required 
as an essential part of marriage preparation. The couple is also expected 
to make a diocesan Marriage Preparation Retreat (Catholic Engaged 
Encounter, Retiro Pre-Matrimonial, New Life: Remarriage Retreat, or For 
Better or Forever Retreat).  

Arrangements to attend any of the retreats should be made shortly after the 
initial meeting with the pastor to ensure space availability for the desired 
retreat date.”

Marriage Preparation Policies 

VIDEOS

These are published by the 
Liturgical Press and are self-
explanatory.
1. Reunanse Fielmente en 
Asamblea:
2. Training the parish lector
3. Proclamadores de la Palabra
4. Proclaiming the Just Word #1
5. Proclaiming the Word
6. Preaching the Just Word #2: A 
Biblical View of Justice
7. Training the Eucharistic Ministers
8. Training the Parish Cantor
9. Training the Mass server
10. Leading the community in 
prayer
11. Understanding the order of 
Christian funerals: Vols. 1, 2, & 3.
12. Training for hospitality

DVDs

1. BROKEN TOY: Children cannot 
learn…if they are afraid to go to 
school.  Combining a dramatic 
storyline, performed realistically by 
actual school children.  
BROKEN TOY is a powerful tool 
that addresses the problem of 
bullying directly to the children.  All
2. LOVE IS A CHOICE: This " lm 
tells the beautiful and deeply 
moving life of the new modern saint, 
Gianna Molla.  A wife, mother and 
medical doctor, St. Gianna Molla, 
(1922-1962) heroically sacri" ced 
her own life to save her unborn 
child.  Gianna is a striking witness 
of hope, love and beauty.  High 
School/Adults
3. THE BIG QUESTION:  What 
would you do? Could you forgive? 
Should you forgive?  Youth/Adults
4. BUZBY AND THE GRUMBLE 
BEES: It’s topsy-turvy in the 
garden.  The garden bugs secretly 
agree to help Buzby show his 
misbehaved niece and nephew 
how unpleasant life would be if 
everyone misbehaved the way they 
do. Beebee and Buddy decide to 
practice good manners.  Children
5. CHAMPIONS OF FAITH:  “It’s 
more than a sports " lm; it’s a work 
of art.”  Mike Piazza (Oakland A’s)  
…provides an emotionally powerful, 
action-packed glimpse into what 
makes a baseball player – and a 
human being - great.  High School/
Adults

CDs 

1.  TOTUS TUUS:   This was 
the motto of Pope John Paul II.  
Through it, he expressed his total 
devotion to the Virgin Mary.  This 
program is a tribute to this devotion.  
*Totus Tuus, * O Weishelt * O 
Adonai *O Spross aud Isais Wurzel 
* O Immanuel *Kyrie *Agnus Die * 
Ave Verum Corpus and others.
2. KIDS GROW WITH MUSIC:  
*Sunny Day, Rainy Day/ Jimmie 
Crack Corn/ There’s a Hole in the 
Bucket/ How Does Your Garden 
Grow?/ Old MacDonald and many 
more.  Children
3. THE SEVEN SIGNS: MUSIC TO 
CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENTS- 
1. You Have Put On Christ, 2. I Am 
the Vine, 3. Lord Is His Word, 4. 
Set Your Hearts on Higher Gifts, 5. 
Christ Be the Word, 6. The Lord’s 
Prayer and more.
4. SHARE THE LIGHT W/ CD-ROM 
TO LEARN SIGN LANGUAGE FOR 
THE SONGS.  1. Sing for Joy, 2. 
Listen to Jesus, 3. God’s Greatest 
Gift, 4. Circle Song, 5. You Have 
Called Us and others.  Children 
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By ROSE YBARRA
! e Valley Catholic

BROWNSVILLE Ð 
Ronnie Zamora, a 
parishioner at the Parish 

of the Lord of Divine Mercy in 
Brownsville, was inducted into the 
Rio Grande Valley Sports Hall of 
Fame on June 18 at the Holiday Inn 
in Brownsville. 

! e Rio Grande Valley Sports 
Hall of Fame honors local individuals 
who have brought recognition to the 
Valley through their participation in 
sports and sports media. 

Zamora, 57, has been on the 
sports scene for more than 40 years 
as a sports editor and reporter, a radio 
and television broadcaster, public 
address announcer and in his current 
post as director of sports information 
and sports development/marketing at 
the University of Texas at Brownsville 
and Texas Southmost College. 

Roy Hess, who has spent more 
than 30 years sports writing and 
editing for newspapers in the Valley, 
said that Zamora was deservedly 
a strong vote getter for the 2011 
induction class.

ªRonnie is very capable at 
whatever he does, whether it's writing 
or announcing,º said Hess, who has 
known Zamora since 1978.  ªHe 
does a solid, thorough job. He's had 
such a long involvement in athletics, 
particularly in high school sports, 
and he continues to be involved in 
many sports-related activities. He is 
well-liked and respected throughout 
the Valley.º

During his acceptance speech 
at the induction ceremony, Zamora 
gave thanks to God " rst.

ªEvery day we wake up is a 
blessing from God to live one more 
day,º said Zamora, who is an active 
member of his parish's hospitality and 
public relations ministries.  

Zamora has " rst-hand 
experience with counting every day 
as gi# . In 2000, he had a major heart 
attack. It was an experience that 
brought Zamora even closer to the 
Lord. 

ªI was gone,º Zamora said. ªI was 
de" brillated seven times within a 
seven minute period at the hospital 
to bring me back to life. At that point, 
I realized how precious life is. It was 
real close for me, as far as not being 
here anymore and I know I'm one 
of the lucky ones who went through 
something like that and survived it.º 

Within three days, Zamora said 
he was back to normal.  It was a 
recovery his doctor could not explain 
from a medical standpoint. 

ªI am convinced that it was 
the power of prayer from a lot of 
people,º Zamora said. ªOne day, I'm 
just about gone ± they talked about a 
heart transplant and making funeral 

arrangements for me ± and three 
days later, I'm " ne, just like I am now.º 

Zamora's spiritual journey has 
been one of deepening faith. 

ªI was baptized, I made my First 
Communion but we didn't always go 
to Mass every Sunday,º Zamora said 
of his childhood. 

When he met Yolanda Tillman, 
the woman who would become his 
wife, he was inspired to be a better 
Catholic.  ! ey have now been 
married for 33 years and have three 
adult children, Juli, Ronnie Jr. and 
Laura.

ªMy wife's family was very 
religious and attended Mass 
regularly,º he said. ªI wanted to be the 
same way.º 

Zamora was active in the 
hospitality ministry at Mary, Mother 
of the Church Parish in Brownsville 
for 20 years beginning in 1985. He 
and his family were among the " rst 
parishioners at the Parish of the Lord 
of Divine Mercy in Brownsville when 

it was established in 2005. 
Dr. Leon Keeble remembers 

meeting Zamora at the Parish of the 
Lord of Divine Mercy in the church's 
earliest days. 

ªI was kind of a lost child and he 
came up to me and was really nice,º 
Keeble said. ªHe made me feel at 
home.º 

Zamora went on to sponsor 
Keeble as he went through the Rite 
of Christian Initiation for Adults 
(RCIA). 

As a member of the hospitality 
ministry, Zamora is responsible for 
creating a welcoming atmosphere, 
organizing parishioners to bring up 
the gi# s during the O$ ertory and 
assisting with the collection. 

ªHe's there for the 8 a.m. Mass, 
he's there for the 10 a.m. Mass and 
he's there for the noon Mass,º Keeble 
said of Zamora's involvement with 
the hospitality ministry. ªHe doesn't 
get home until about 2 p.m. every 
Sunday, that's how dedicated he is.º  

Zamora's career in sports and 
communications includes writing 
and editing at • e Daily Texan 
newspaper at the University of Texas 
at Austin, • e Brownsville Herald, 
Valley Morning Star and the San 
Antonio Light. He was also a sports 
commentator for KBOR radio for 
15 years and the public information 
o%  cer for the Brownsville 
Independent School District before 
his employment with UTB and TSC.  

His career began when he was a 
junior at Brownsville High School. 
He was the manager of the 1971 
Brownsville Eagles baseball team 
and his primary duty was to keep 
statistics. He also became the public 
address announcer for the Eagles at 
age 16. 

• e Brownsville Herald sports 
department requested a copy of his 
statistics, which opened the door 
to writing articles. Zamora had his 
" rst byline for ! e Herald at age 16, 
reporting on a baseball game between 
Brownsville High School and Pharr-
San Juan-Alamo High School. 

Zamora continued to write 
articles for ! e Herald, proving 
himself worthy to lead the sports 
department.    

ªI was fortunate to be o$ ered 
the position of sports editor of ! e 
Herald only a few days a# er I turned 
18 years old,º Zamora said. 

In his acceptance speech, Zamora 
also stressed the importance of being 
a mentor, of helping and inspiring 
others achieve their goals. 

Zamora acknowledged his 
mentor, Tom Drew, ! e Herald 
sports editor who encouraged him in 
the earliest stages of his career. 

ªSomebody has to believe in 
you,º Zamora said. ªTom Drew was 
the " rst for me. I would not be where 
I am today if I had not had so many 
mentors and so many who inspired 
me.º 
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Brownsville native
inducted into RGV
Sports Hall of Fame
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Ronnie Zamora and six others were enshrined in the Rio Grande Valley Sports Hall of 
Fame at an induction ceremony on June 18 at the Holiday Inn in Brownsville. 

Our Catholic  Family

Alfredo Razo and Rev. Joaquin 
Zerme&o on June 4 at the Basilica 
of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle-
National Shrine.

Father Zerme&o, 39, was 
assigned parochial vicar of St. John 
the Baptist Church in San Juan. 
! e Brownsville native earned a 
Master of Divinity from Ponti" cal 
College Josephinum in Ohio on 
May 7. 

Father Razo, 36, is completing 
his studies for a License in 
Sacramental ! eology at 
Mundelein Seminary in Illinois. 
A native of Valle Hermoso in 
the Mexican state of Tamaulipas, 
Father Razo has been assigned as 
an assistant to the rector of the 

Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan 
del Valle-National Shrine. 

A# er the newly ordained 
priest is vested with the chasuble 
and stole, the garments worn by 
the priest at Mass, he kneels before 
the bishop and hears these words, 
ªReceive the oblation of God from 
the holy people, to be o$ ered to 
God. Understand what you do, 
imitate what you celebrate and 
conform your life to the mystery 
of the Lord's cross.º

Bishop Flores invited the two 
new priests to re* ect on these 
words throughout their priestly 
ministry. 

ªNot just today, not just every 
once in a while but frequently, 
meditate upon the whole Rite of 
Ordination,º Bishop Flores said. 
ªLook at the words and let them 
instruct your heart.º

In his homily, Bishop Flores 
pointed out that we are all called to 
be holy, not just those in religious 
life.

ªIn the Church, we have the 
tradition of the three vows taken 
by religious, poverty, chastity, 
obedience,º he said. ªAnd although 
religious have a singularly 
privileged vocation to take the 
vow and give public witness, every 
Christian is called in some way to 
live a kind of poverty, a kind of 
chastity and a kind of obedience 
that gives honor to the Lord, that's 
the way to holiness for us. ! e 
challenge for us all is to " gure out 
how we live that if we are not in 
vows.º 

! e bishop continued, ªWhat 
does it mean to share in the 
poverty of the Lord Jesus, who 
had nowhere to lay his head? 

What does it mean to share in the 
purity of his heart, his chastity? 
What does it mean to share in his 
obedience to the father? But we all 
have to live it, that's what it means 
to be conformed to the mystery of 
the Lord's cross.º 

! e bishop o$ ered short 
phrases to, ªguide us all as we 
continue to plead with the Lord for 
the spirit of holiness that conforms 
us to his own holiness.º 

ªPoverty for us means, if 
there is anything in this world 
that keeps me from responding 
to your voice, take it from me,º 
Bishop Flores said. ªYou pray that 
today. Let no human love keep me 
from responding to your love " rst, 
obedience. If there is any personal 
desire or secret will that I cling to 
that in any way keeps me from 
responding to your voice " rst, take 
it from me.º

By loving God " rst, accepting 
God's great love and mercy, we can 
show mercy and love to others. 

 ªWe can love all things if we 
love God " rst and we can love all 
people if we love God " rst,º Bishop 
Flores said. ªWe can love our 
own proper will, if we love God 
" rst. But if we do not love God 
" rst, we can love nothing he has 
made, no person he has put in our 
life and no gi#  that is given to us 
personally. ¼ Conform your lives 
to the mystery of the Lord's Cross.º 

Ordination,
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