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En Español
Artículo sobre Beato 
Juan Pablo II.

ªVERBUM MITTITUR
SPIRANS AMOREMº

(ª• e WORD is sent 
breathing love.º)

By ROSE YBARRA
! e Valley Catholic

Two new priests were ordained 
for the service of the Diocese of 
Brownsville on June 4 at the Basil-
ica of Our Lady of San Juan del Val-
le-National Shrine. Bishop Daniel 
E. Flores conferred the Sacrament 
of Holy Orders on Deacon Manuel 
Alfredo Razo and Deacon Joaquin 
Zerme"o.

Deacon Manuel Alfredo Razo
! e second of three children 

and proud uncle of four neph-
ews, Deacon 
Razo, 36, was 
born in Valle 
Hermoso in 
the Mexican 
state of Tam-
aulipas to 
Agustin and 
Angelica Ca-
nales Razo. 

ªMy fam-
ily is a 100 per-
cent Catholic 
family,º Razo 
s a i d . º W e 
prayed the 
Rosary ev-
ery day and 
a t t e n d e d 
Mass every, 
every Sun-
day. When I 
was a teenager, 
I joined the 
church youth group. I grew up in a 
very Catholic family and environ-
ment.º 

A# er he graduated from college 
as a certi$ ed public accountant, 
Razo worked alongside his father 
in the family business, a hardware 
store. 

One day, the store received word 
of an audit. Nervous, Razo went to 
church and vowed that he would 
attend Mass every single day for a 
month if the audit went well. 

His prayers were answered and 
he attended daily Mass as prom-
ised, however, when a month 
elapsed, Razo did not stop going to 
Mass every day. 

ªI was done with my promise 
but I really enjoyed going to Mass 
every day,º he said. ªIt was a more 
relaxed and contemplative atmo-
sphere than on Sundays. I loved it.º 

Razo struck up a friendship with 

Bishop Flores
ordains

two deacons
to priesthood

» Please see New priests, p.16

Invite others to meet Jesus Christ

By BRENDA NETTLES RIOJAS 
• e Valley Catholic

Lay movements have a part to 
play in the new evangelization, 
Bishop Daniel E. Flores said. 

ª! e work of the Church is 
to make known the glory of the 
Lord, Jesus,º he told members of 
lay ecclesial movements, aposto-

lates and Disciples in Mission in 
attendance at a special Mass at 
the Basilica of Our Lady of San 
Juan del Valle- National Shrine 
on May 28. 

ªWe all do our part,º he said, 
ªbecause we know the whole 
Church is healthier when every-
one is doing that part that we 
have been chosen to do and in-
vited to do by the Lord.º

! e 1,200 lay faithful who 
$ lled the basilica pews wore 
di% erent-colored shirts denoting 
their respective groups. Banners 
for each movement and aposto-
late, carried in during the open-

ing procession, also decorated the 
side of the sanctuary.

Bishop Flores, who pointed 
out the diversity of the groups 
represented, said he was happy 
that everyone could come to-
gether. 

ªIt is good for us to spend a 
couple of minutes here as we cel-
ebrate the great life we have in the 
diocese represented by all of you, 
to celebrate what we hold in com-
mon and that binds us together as 
members of the Church.º

ªWe all love the Mother of 
God, and we all have the same 

» Please see Invite others, p.14

Lay movements asked 
to discern role in the 
New Evangelization

RAZO

ZERME!O

Pope John Paul II

! e Valley Catholic

M sgr. Louis Brum, pas-
tor of Holy Spirit 
Church in McAllen 

and a group of nine pilgrims 
from the McAllen area visited 
Poland in late April to prepare 

their hearts and minds for the 
May 1 beati$ cation Mass of 
Pope John Paul II at the Vatican. 

ªI think it was very impor-
tant that we went to Poland be-
fore the beati$ cation,º said Ana 
Barrera, a parishioner of Holy 
Spirit Church in McAllen. ªIt 
gave us the full picture of the life 
of Pope John Paul II. To say the 
least, it was a special trip.º 

! e group visited numerous 
sites of historical signi$ cance 

» Please see John Paul II, p.14

Valley pilgrims
attend beatification,
visit pope's homeland

Catholic News Service

Pope John Paul II prays at Mass in 
St. Louis in January 1999 during 
his last visit to the United States. 

For more on the ordination, visit 
the Diocese of Brownsville's website 
www.cdob.org and read the July 

issue of The Valley Catholic . 
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Those Who Serve
Father E! ri Matthias 
Selemobri, MSP celebrates 
20th anniversary.
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Youth-Focused
Annual conference open 
to high school students.

Against the 
Death Penalty
After tragic loss, Castillo 
devotes life to ! ghting the 
death penalty.

Kids 2 Kids
Missionaries make home 
improvements, donate 
medical services.
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La siguiente carta fue publicada 
por los obispos de la frontera mexi-
cana y tejana a la conclusi•n de 
nuestra reuni•n en marzo.

A los queridos feligreses 
Cat!licos de las di!cesis 
fronterizas de Texas y 
M"xico:

Deseamos como obispos de 
la regi!n fronteriza alrededor del 
Rio Bravo y Grande compartir 
nuestra preocupaci!n pastoral 
sobre el bienestar de nuestras 
familias, nuestros j!venes, nuestra 
sociedad. Nos referimos a la 
din#mica de violencia criminal 
que pesa sobre nuestras comu-
nidades. Sufren muchos inocen-
tes, madres y padres de familia, 
j!venes, ni$os y ancianos. Sufren 
particularmente los inmigrantes 
por las extorsiones y agresiones en 
su contra. 

La violencia destruye la vida 
de sus v%ctimas, y amenaza la es-
peranza de todos. Est# en proceso 
de convertir las ilusiones de toda 
una generaci!n en pesadillas de 
muerte. Con ra%ces en las fuerzas 
delincuentes y sin consciencia, la 
violencia surge &ltimamente en la 
agresividad del antiguo enemigo 
de la vida humana y de la gracia. 
La violencia ha desenfrenado 
fuerzas inmensas de poder contra 
los mejores anhelos de los ciu-
dadanos de nuestros pa%ses, y ha 
levantado una din#mica c%clica y 
agotadora contra los habitantes de 
nuestras comunidades.

Les corresponde a las autori-
dades civiles de ambos lados de 
la frontera dedicar los recursos 
necesarios para mantener el 
orden p&blico y el bien com&n.  
Nos corresponde a nosotros 
como pastores animar a nuestros 
' eles a mantener sus esperanzas 
en la gracia de Nuestro Se$or 
Jesucristo, a ser conjuntamente 
constructores de la paz mediante 
acciones que la propicia. Nuestras 
familias desean paz para criar a 
sus hijos, trabajar honestamente, 
y luchar conscientemente para un 
futuro m#s justo y sano. Los hijos 
necesitan de ejemplos de adultos 
honestamente entregados al bien 
de todos, y necesitan de espacios 
seguros para crecer en las virtudes 
humanas y experimentar libre-
mente lo bueno de la vida.

Muchos nos preguntan, 
¿Qu" podemos hacer nosotros? 
Sabemos que al ' n y al cabo, los 
recursos principales de una socie-

dad son las fuerzas espirituales del 
pueblo. Necesitamos de estos re-
cursos espirituales, conferidos por 
la gracia del Se$or, para construir 
un futuro pac%' co y justo para 
nuestras familias y comunidades. 
Lo esencial en este momento es 
luchar para no dejarnos vencer 
por el mal; no podemos ceder el 
bien de la vida a las fuerzas de la 
muerte. La mejor defensa contra 
el mal es buscar la gracia del 
Se$or, y con la ayuda de la gracia 
dedicarnos al bien. El bien que 
triunfa sobre el mal se inculca 
diariamente en nuestros hogares 
familiares, donde, fortalecidos 
con la gracia de los sacramen-
tos y la oraci!n,  trasmitimos a 
nuestros hijos las virtudes b#sicas 
de justicia, templanza y fortaleza 
y prudencia. Conjuntamente, los 
recursos espirituales de nuestras 
comunidades se fortalecen con la 
plena participaci!n de todos los 
' eles en la vida comunitaria de 
la iglesia, particularmente en la 

Santa Misa.
Estamos conscientes que 

construir el futuro que deseamos 
requiere una constancia heroica. 
Deseamos, entonces, animar 
a nuestras familias cat!licas, a 
nuestros sacerdotes, religiosas, y 
l%deres laicos en la lucha para el 
alma de nuestra sociedad. Agra-
decemos lo que han hecho tantos 
para el bien de todos, particular-
mente en la tarea de formar los 
j!venes en los valores cristianos. 
Que seamos todos sembradores 
de la paz, viviendo y ense$ando 
el camino justo mostrado por 
Nuestro Se$or Jesucristo.  

Le pedimos al Se$or, due$o de 
la vida, que traiga la paz a nuestra 

frontera querida; le suplicamos 
que cambie los corazones de los 
portadores de la muerte:

Se!or Jes"s, T" eres nuestra paz,
mira nuestro pueblo da!ado por la 
violencia y disperso por el miedo y 
la inseguridad.

Consuela el dolor de quienes 
sufren.
Da acierto a las decisiones de 
quienes nos gobiernan.
Toca el coraz•n de quienes olvidan 
que somos hermanos y provocan 
sufrimiento y muerte.

Dales el don de la conversi•n.
Protege a las familias,

a nuestros ni!os, adolescentes y 
j•venes,
a nuestros pueblos y comunidades.

Que como disc#pulos misioneros 
tuyos, cuidadanos responsables,
sepamos ser promotores de justicia 
y de paz,
para que en Ti, nuestro pueblo 
tenga vida digna. 
                                            AMEN.

Mar#a, Reina de la paz, ruega por 
nosotros.  

Firmado por los se$ores obispos 
de la frontera mexicana y tejana, 
reunidos en El Paso, Texas, d%a 3 
de marzo, 2011.
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Bishops address border violence; 
note best defense is to seek God's grace

MOST REVEREND
DANIEL E. FLORES

BISHOP OF BROWNSVILLE

$ e following letter was issued by the Tex-Mex 
Border Bishops at the conclusion of our meeting 
in March. 

To the beloved Catholic peoples of 
the dioceses on the Mexico-Texas 
border:

As Bishops of the border region 
next to the Rio Grande and Bravo we wish to 
share our pastoral concern for the wellbeing 
of our families, our youth, and our com-
munities. ( e concern deals with the border 
violence that has beset our towns and cities. 
Many innocent parents, young persons, chil-
dren and the elderly su) er as a result of it. ( e 
immigrants who travel through our lands are 
special victims of extortion and abuses against 
their persons. 

Violence destroys victims* lives, and it 
threatens the hope of all. An entire generation 
is in danger of losing their dreams to a deathly 
nightmare. Rooted in criminal enterprises, 
devoid of morals, this violence arises from the 
aggressive ancient enemy of human life and 
grace. Powerful interests have unleashed the 
violence upon the best hopes of the peoples 
of our countries, and have created a cyclical, 
tiresome dynamic against them. 

It is the responsibility of civil authorities 
on both sides of the border to marshal the 
necessary resources in order to keep order 
and protect the common good. It is our 
duty as shepherds to instill hope among our 
faithful in the grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and to collaborate through deeds that build 
up and foster peace. Our families yearn for 
a peace that will allow them to raise their 
children, to work honestly, and consciously to 
seek a more just and healthy future. Children 
need the example of adults that work with 
integrity for the wellbeing of all, and they 

also need safe spaces in which to grow into a 
virtuous life, and in which to experience the 
goodness of life.

Many ask us, ªWhat can we do?º Ulti-
mately, we believe, the spiritual resources of a 
people  is their greatest asset. We need these 
spiritual resources, obtained through God*s 
grace, to build a just and peaceful future 
for our families and communities. What is 
imperative now is that we not allow evil to 
defeat us; we cannot yield the goodness of life 
to the evil forces of death. ( e best defense 
against evil is to seek God*s grace, and with 
its help to live for what is good. ( e goodness 
that triumphs over evil is taught daily in our 
homes, as we, strengthened by the Sacra-
ments and prayer, instill in our children the 
basic virtues of justice, temperance, fortitude, 
and prudence. Our spiritual resources are 
strengthened when, together, the faithful 
fully participate in the communal life of the 
Church, especially by attending the Holy 
Sacri' ce of the Mass.

We are conscious that the building the 
the future we so desire will require heroic 
perseverance. And so we wish to encourage 
our Catholic families, our priests, religious, 
and lay leaders in the struggle for the soul of 
our society. We are grateful for the e) orts of 

many working for the good of all, especially in 
the ministry of giving Christian values to our 
youth. May we all be sowers of peace, living 
and teaching the just way that Our Lord Jesus 
Christ modeled for us.

We ask the Lord, life*s protector, to bring 
peace to our beloved border; we beg that God 
convert the hearts of those who deal death:

Lord Jesus, You are our peace,
look upon our people beset by violence and 
dispersed by fear and insecurity.

Comfort the hurt of the a%  icted.  
Give right judgment to those who govern us. 
Warm the hearts of those who forget that we 
are sisters and brothers, and bring su& ering 
and death upon us.

Grant to them the grace of conversion.  
Protect families,     
our children, adolescents and youth,  
our towns and communities.

As missionary disciples of Yours,
and as responsible citizens,    
may we foster justice and peace in our midst 
so that in You our people will have a good 
life.     
                                              AMEN.

Mary, Queen of Peace, pray for us

Signed by the border Bishops of Texas and 
Mexico on March 3, 2011 gathered at El Paso, 
Texas.   

Obispos 
expresan su 

preocupaci!n 
con violencia 

fronteriza  

June 1  All Day   Chicago
Catholic Relief Service Search Committee Mtg.
June 2  All Day   Chicago
Catholic Relief Service Search Committee Mtg.
June 3  5:30 pm                Brownsville
Graduation Mass for Guadalupe Regional Middle School
June 4  10 a.m.   Basilica
Priestly Ordinations for Manuel Razo and Joaquin Zermeno
June 4  5 p.m.                  Santa Rosa
Con" rmations for St. Mary    
June 5  10 a.m.                      McAllen
Con" rmations for San Juan Diego
June 5  4 p.m.                                        Harlingen
Con" rmations for Queen of Peace  
June 6  2 p.m.                Brownsville
Administrative Council Meeting   
June 6  7 p.m.                Brownsville
Con" rmations at Christ the King  
June 7  7 p.m.                      Edcouch 
Con" rmations at St. ! eresa of the Infant Jesus
June 8  9:30 a.m.                      San Juan
Presbyteral Council Meeting  
  

June 8  7 p.m.                      Mission
Con" rmations for Our Lady of Guadalupe 
June 9  noon             McAllen Country Club 
Red Mass Planning Committee Lunch
June 9  6:30 p.m.                                        Harlingen
Con" rmations at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
June 10  11:30 a.m.   Basilica
Mass for World Youth Day Blessing  
June 10  4 p.m.                                        McAllen
Catholic Youth Conference Opening Mass 
June 11  10 a.m.    Mission
Con" rmations for Our Lady of the Holy Rosary  
 June 11  2 p.m.                    Mercedes
Con" rmations for Our Lady of Mercy 
June 11  5:30 p.m.            St. Michael's/Los Ebanos
Mass for Sr. Veronica Rivas 50th Ann. of Religious Profession
June  12-17 All Day                     Seattle, Washington
USCCB of Catholic Bishops' Spring General Assembly 
June  18  9:30 a.m.                                          San Juan
Diocesan Pastoral Council  
June  18  6 p.m.                    San Isidro
Con" rmations at San Isidore  

Bishop Flores' Schedule       June 2011
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4TH ANNUAL YOUTH CONFERENCE

• e Valley Catholic

! e faithful of the Rio Grande 
Valley responded to the Bishop's 
Annual Appeal this spring raising 
$357,036 to date. In addition to 
the contributions made, another 
$491,737 has been pledged, of 
which $59,302 has been collected.

Rosie Rodriguez, Director of 
Development, said that as of early 
May more than 6,600 people have 
participated. She pointed out that 
some parishes continue to pro-
mote the appeal and remind pa-
rishioners that there is still time 
to support the mission of the 
Church.

Bishop Flores targeted four 
speci" c areas that will be sup-
ported by the Bishop's Appeal.  

Support of parish ministries 
aimed at building up family life 
and youth formation Ð Con-

tributions to the appeal will help 
make grants available to parishes 
and mission churches in need so 
that they can provide program-
ming that supports family life and 
youth activities. 

Support of Emergency Aid 
for Catholic Charities Ð Every 
year, natural disasters and other 
emergency situations impact 
families in the Valley. Funds from 
the appeal will provide a timely 
helping hand to families in dan-
gerous and desperate situations. 

Support for Spiritual For-
mation Ð Part of the funds raised 
by the appeal will go toward long-
term planning for the construc-
tion of a Catholic Retreat Center 
in the Lower Valley. Eventually, 
such a facility will complement 
the work already being done at 
the St. Eugene de Mazenod Re-
newal Center in San Juan, and in 
other smaller facilities through-
out the diocese. 

Continuing education Ð 
Part of the funds raised by the 
Bishop's Appeal will be used for 
the education of seminarians, 
and the continuing education of 
the clergy.

3DIOCESE

Celebrating 50 years of commitment 

By ROSE YBARRA
• e Valley Catholic

PE#ITAS Ð From the time 
she was seven-years-old, Sister 
Carola Rochtus of the Missionary 
Sisters of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary knew she wanted to be a 
religious sister and an early child-
hood education teacher. 

ªI used to wear a towel as a 
veil and line up my dolls to play 
school,º said Sister Rochtus, 77, a 
native of Sint-Amands, Belgium.

Armed with decades of early 
childhood teaching experience, 
Sister Rochtus arrived in the Rio 
Grande Valley in 2005 to teach 
preschool at the Maria Luisa 
Learning Center, located inside 
the Proyecto Desarrollo Com-
munity Center in Pe%itas. Sister 
Rochtus teaches three-and four-
year-old children from the Pueblo 

de Palmas colonia the alphabet, 
numbers, colors, how to follow 
the class rules and much more in 
preparation for kindergarten. 

Sister Rochtus marked 50 
years as a religious sister and edu-
cator with a Mass and commu-

nity celebration on May 22 at St. 
Anne Mission Church in Pe%itas.  
Members of the community vol-
unteered to do the cooking.  More 
than 400 guests were in atten-
dance, including representatives 

The Valley Catholic 

Sister Carola Rochtus of the Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
left and her classroom assistant Jasmine Vargas-Castillo lead the children in 
singing, “The Wheels on the Bus.” 

» Please see Commitment, p.14

Religious Sister from 
Belgium devotes life 
to Church, teaching

Share in the Mission

• e Valley Catholic

! e Diocese of Browns-
ville's fourth annual 
youth conference is set 
for June 10-11 at Holy 
Spirit Church in 
McAllen.

What is it?
It will be two 

days of faith forma-
tion, fellowship, mu-
sic, and more among 
like-minded friends. 
! is year's theme is ªEm-
powered by the Spirit, º 
based on Acts 1:8, which reads, 
ªBut you will receive power when 
the holy Spirit comes upon you, 
and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, throughout Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.º

Who is it for?
! e conference is open to in-

coming high school freshman to 
recent high school graduates.

How much is it?
! e weekend costs $65, which 

includes all meals, housing, ad-
mission to the conference and a 
T-shirt. 

How do I register?
You can download the regis-

tration form at www.cdoboyya.
org or call Holy Spirit Church at 
(956) 631-5295. 

Who is going to be there?
Father Leo Patalinghug 

Ð A priest, chef and television 
personality, Father Leo is also a 
member of the faculty at Mount 

Saint Mary's Seminary in Mary-
land. Before becoming a priest, he 
taught high school speech, drama 
and debate. Father Leo is also a 
black belt in Tae Kwon Do. 

Josh Blakesley Ð In addi-
tion to composing and recording 
music, Blakesley serves as a youth 

minister and music minister at 
Our Lady of Prompt Succor 

Church in Alexandria, 
La. On weekends, he 

o& en travels around 
the country, per-
forming his mu-
sic and conduct-
ing workshops 
for musicians. 
He also enjoys 
speaking at youth 

conferences and 
leading praise and 

worship.  
Danielle Rose Ð A 

2002 graduate of the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame, this 

award-winning singer/songwriter 
released her " rst album in 2001. 
Rose traveled to Delhi to volun-
teer with Mother Teresa of Cal-
cutta's Missionaries of Charity, a 
life-changing experience that in-
spired her to serve the Lord. 

Tony Melendez Ð He was 
born without arms but it hasn't 
stopped this guitarist, singer/
songwriter and motivational 
speaker from pursuing his love 
of music. His music and ministry 
have taken him to more than 40 
countries.  

ª! is is an awesome opportu-
nity for young people to experi-
ence the gi& s of God and the faith 
of his Church,º said Angel Barrera, 
Director of Youth Ministry. ªYou 
can expect to leave òn " re' from 
a weekend " lled with inspiring 
talks, great music and powerful 
prayer.º 

Parish by City       Participants

Brownsville 
CHRIST THE KING       122
GOOD SHEPHERD         4
HOLY FAMILY        40
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION     176
     SACRED HEART        13
     ST THOMAS        10
OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL     127
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE     225
ST EUGENE DE MAZENOD     254
ST JOSEPH’S        62
ST LUKE’S      164
ST MARY’S        90
SAN FELIPE DE JESUS       58
     SAN PEDRO        39
OUR HEAVENLY FATHER (Olmito)      69
LORD OF THE DIVINE MERCY         2

Edinburg 
HOLY FAMILY       56
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
McCook  15
SACRED HEART      330
     CAPILLA DE SAN JOSE/LULL       32
ST JOSEPH’S      241
ST ANN/SAN MANUEL(San Carlos)      1

Alton 
SAN MARTIN DE PORRES        16

San Isidro 
ST ISIDORE’S         30

San Juan 
ST JOHN THE BAPTIST      227

Alamo 
RESURRECTION        46

Grulla 
HOLY FAMILY         3

Rio Grand City 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION      80
   ST PAUL the APOSTLE/La Puerta        4
 

La Joya 
OUR LADY QUEEN OF ANGELS        2
     ST MICHAEL         1
     ST WILLIAMS/SULLIVAN CITY        1

Roma 
OUR LADY OF REFUGE    139
     HOLY TRINITY/FALCON        5
     LAMB OF GOD/FRONTON        6
HOLY FAMILY/LOS SAENZ      55
     ST JOSEPH/SALINENO        4

Escobares 
SACRED HEART/ESCOBARES      34

Mission 
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE    135
OUR LADY OF THE HOLY ROSARY   58
O. L. ST JOHN OF THE FIELDS          8
ST PAUL’S                                            95

Sharyland 
SAN CRISTOBAL DE MAGALLANES   28
     OUR LADY OF FATIMA (Granjeno)  1
      OUR LADY OF LOURDES (Madero)10

Parish by City       Participants 

San Benito 
OUR LADY QUEEN OF THE UNIVERSE     17
ST BENEDICT’S      121
ST THERESA’S        60

Rio Hondo 
ST HELEN’S        12

Port Isabel 
OUR LADY STAR OF THE SEA     155

Los Fresnos 
ST CECILIA’S        54

El Ranchito 
ST IGNATIUS                         19
     OUR LADY OF LOURDES       14
     SACRED HEART/LAS RUCIAS      3

Harlingen 
IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY       23
OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION   24
QUEEN OF PEACE      217
ST ANTHONY’S                        221

Raymondville 
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE       33
     ST FRANCIS XAVIER/HARGILL      1
     ST PATRICK/LA SARA          3
ST ANNE MOTHER OF MARY              4
ST ANTHONY’S            2

Lyford 
PRINCE OF PEACE        19
     ST MARTIN/SEBASTIAN               14

La Feria
ST FRANCIS XAVIER      159

Santa Rosa 
ST MARY’S                           3

McAllen 
HOLY SPIRIT      328
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP     154
OUR LADY OF SORROWS     126
SACRED HEART              42
SAN JUAN DIEGO                            2

Hidalgo 
SACRED HEART        48

Pharr
ST ANNE MOTHER OF MARY         3
ST FRANCES XAVIER CABRINI        54
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER             239
ST JUDE THADDEUS                           79
ST MARGARET MARY        93

Progreso 
HOLY SPIRIT          1

Mercedes 
OUR LADY OF MERCY                      43

Elsa 
SACRED HEART                          96
  CHRIST THE KING/MONTE ALTO         
15
  HOLY CROSS CATE CTR                     3

Valley faithful show 
support for 
Bishop's Appeal

»Parishes

» Please see Appeal, p.14

DANIELLE ROSEJOSH BLAKESLEYTONY MELENDEZ

FATHER LEO
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Improving 
lives with 

work and love

» Please see Values, p.14

Lydia Pesina
Director, Family 
Life O•  ce

As families striving to live 
out the gospel values in 
a world where they are  

o! en  ªcounter culturalº to main-
stream society, may we remember  
the richness of the heritage which 
our forefathers passed on to us. 
Regardless of the ethnic culture 
that passes through our veins, 
it behooves us to embrace and 
perpetuate those values that help 
keep the family happy, healthy, 
and holy. In Pope John Paul 
II's  1981 Apostolic Exhortation 
Familiaris Consortio, he states: 
ªIn conformity with her constant 
tradition, the Church receives 
from the various cultures every-
thing that is able to express better 
the unsearchable riches of Christ.
(18) Only with the help of all the 
cultures will it be possible for 
these riches to be manifested ever 
more clearly, and for the Church 
to progress towards a daily more 
complete and profound awareness 
of the truth, which has already 
been given to her in its entirety by 
the Lord.º 

Growing up in a Mexican 
American family here in the 
Valley, the cultural values that I 
experienced have been forma-
tive and although there are many, 
I would like to highlight a few 
which I believe are common in 
our area and healthy to uphold. 
Including extended family as part 
of the family unit (not just parents 
and children) promotes a sense of 
ªcommunityº in the broad sense 
but also is intrinsic to under-
standing the building of the King-
dom of God through building 
Christian Community. Preserving 
Spanish language within the fam-
ily connects children and young 
people to their grandparents and 
tios and tias and the respect that 
goes with how Hispanics greet 
one another, especially in the 
family.

Respect and formality are 
intrinsic to Hispanic values. In 
many if not most Hispanic fami-
lies, members greet one another, 
and especially their elders with 
a hug and a kiss. My daughter 
hugged and kissed every child in 
her pre-school class the " rst day 
of school because that was what 
was done at home# $ e formal 
greetings not only convey respect 
but also teach. Growing up next 
door to my grandparents, my 
siblings and I would say ªHasta 
ma%ana Mamagrandeº to our 
grandmother at bedtime and she 
would say ªQue Dios sea servidoº 
and for many years I thought the 
phrase was one word until I " g-
ured out that she was saying ªMay 
God be servedº.

$ e respect, connection, and 
family ties as part of everyday liv-
ing lead to a respect for life at ev-
ery stage: caring for and teaching 
one another's children and caring 
for the elderly within the home 

Keeping 
cultural 
values in 
the family

The Valley Catholic 

After working on the home for four days, volunteers took a moment to pray before leaving the Llamas residence. 

PE&ITAS Ð Daniel and Me-
lissa Llamas and their six children 
currently share one bedroom but 
that soon will change, thanks to 
volunteers from Kids 2 Kids Out-
reach Mission Hope (K2K Mis-
sion).

$ e family will have two more 
bedrooms Ð one for the boys and 
one for the girls Ð and a second 
bathroom.  

Mr. and Mrs. Llamas worked 
alongside the volunteers as they 
made the improvements to the 
home. 

ªOur children are especially 
very happy,º Mrs. Llamas said. 
ª$ ey are looking forward to hav-
ing some room to themselves. 
Without this help, it would not 
have happened.º 

Based out of Rockport, Texas, 
K2K, an ecumenical nonpro" t or-
ganization recently spent a week 
in Pe%itas making improvements 
to two homes in the Pueblo de 
Palmas neighborhood. Volun-
teers, many of whom were from 
Hardin-Simmons University in 
Abilene, also o* ered physical ther-
apy, health and wellness classes 
and other medical services at the 
Proyecto Desarrollo Humano 
community center. $ e center is a 
project of the Missionary Sisters of 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

K2K Mission does work in 
Uganda, Guatemala and Vietnam. 
$ e group recently ceased opera-
tions in Mexico due to the ongoing 
violence and has refocused some 

of its energy and resources on 
communities in need here in the 
United States. 

ªWe had a great week,º said Ma-
ria T. Kaesberg, director of K2K, 
who led a group of 25 in Pe%itas. 
ªWe didn't know what to expect 
because we were told that the peo-
ple were generally shy and afraid 
of strangers. Once we got here and 
started meeting the people, I think 
they recognized that we are here 
because of Christ. $ ey realize that 
we want to be friends.º 

Sister Fatima Santiago of the 
Missionary Sisters of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary said that the 
community was receptive to the 
group's message and o* erings. 

ªWe made a few announce-
ments and as you can see, this 
place is packed,º she said, pointing 
to the large crowd that turned out 
for physical therapy at the com-
munity center. ª$ e mothers are 
learning how to properly li!  and 
carry their children to avoid back 
pain and how to play with their 
children in a healthy way.º  

At the end of the week, Kaes-
berg took the group to see the 
border wall where they prayed for 
social justice and comprehensive 
immigration reform. $ e group 
also visited the Basilica of Our 
Lady of San Juan del Valle-Nation-
al Shrine, where Kaesberg, who 
is Catholic, talked about Marian 
devotion and intercession, among 
other topics. 

ª$ is is an ecumenical group 
but they le!  with a better under-
standing of the Catholic faith,º she 
said. 

K2K is planning to return to 
Pe%itas in July to host a session of 
Vacation Bible School and to assist 
a family of seven in constructing a 
new home. 

A volunteer from Kids 2 Kids Outreach Mission Hope advises a 
resident from the Pueblo de Palmas neighborhood on how to 
cultivate additional strength in her arms. 

Melissa Llamas, left and her daughter, Hillary were all 
smiles after volunteers made improvements to their home, 
adding two extra bedrooms for the family of eight. 

Kids 2 Kids Mission
volunteers in Pe!itas, 
offers help, therapy

A volunteer from Kids 2 Kids Outreach Mission Hope completes a 
session of physical therapy with two preschoolers at the Proyecto 
Desarrollo Humano community center in Peñitas.
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Deacon 
Luis Zuniga
Director, O•  ce for 
Pastoral Planning 
& San Juan Diego 
Ministry Institute

Participation of laity 
in the church's mission

ª! e Church was 
founded to spread the 
kingdom of Christ over 

all the earth for the glory of 
God the Father, to make all men 
partakers in redemption and 
salvation, and through them to 
establish the right relationship 
of the entire world to Christ.

 Every activity of the Mysti-
cal Body with this in view goes 
by the mane of ªapostolateº; the 
Church exercises it through all 
its members, though in various 
ways. In fact, the Christian vo-
cation is, of its nature a vocation 
to the apostolate as well. In the 
organism of a living body no 
member plays a purely passive 
part, sharing in the life of the 
body it shares at the same time 
in its activity. 

! e same is true for the 
Body of Christ, the Church: 
ªthe whole Body achieves full 
growth in dependence on the 
full functioning of each partº 
(Eph. 4:16). 

Between the members of 
this body there exists, further, 
such a unity and solidarity (cf. 
Eph. 4:16) that a member who 
does not work at the growth 
of the body to the extent of his 
possibilities must be considered 
useless both to the Church and 
himself. 

In the Church there is diver-
sity of ministry but unity of mis-
sion. To the apostles and their 
successors Christ has entrusted 
the o"  ce of teaching, sanctify-
ing and governing in his name 
and by his power. But the laity 
are made to share in the priestly, 
prophetical and kingly o"  ce of 
Christ; they have therefore, in 
the Church and in the world, 
their own assignment in the 
mission of the whole People of 
God. 

In the concrete, their aposto-
late is exercised when they work 
at the evangelization and sanc-
ti# cation of men; it is exercised 
too when they endeavour to 
have the Gospel spirit perme-
ate and improve the temporal 
order, going about it in a way 
that bears clear witness to Christ 
and helps forward the salvation 
of men.

! e characteristic of the lay 
state being a life led in the midst 
of the world and of secular 
a$ airs, laymen are called by 
God to make of their apos-
tolate, through the vigour of 
their Christian spirit, a leaven 
in the world.º (DECREE ON 
THE APOSTOLATE OF LAY 
PEOPLE - APOSTOLICAM 
ACTUOSITATEM, VATICAN 
II Council, 18 November 1965). 

! e Second Vatican Coun-
cil in speaking about the laity, 
spoke mainly about apostolate. 
It de# ned the special role of lay 
people in the Church's mission 
in relation to their involve-
ment in the secular world. ! e 
Council made it very clear that 
ªthe apostolate of the laityº is ªa 
sharing in the salvi# c mission of 
the Churchº. 

! e Dogmatic Constitu-
tion on the Church (Lumen 
Gentium, 33), said: ª! rough 
Baptism and Con# rmation all 
are appointed to this apostolate 
by the Lord himself. Moreover, 
by the sacraments, and espe-
cially by the Eucharist, that love 
of God and man which is the 
soul of the apostolate is com-
municated and nourished. ! e 
laity, however, are given this 

special vocation: to make the 
Church present and fruitful in 
those places and circumstances 
where it is only through them 
that she can become the salt of 
the earth.º 

In the Catholic Church, 
there are many lay ecclesial 
movements and apostolates; the 
challenge is for every Christian 
to respond in one way or an-
other to their baptismal call. It is 
through the Sacraments of Bap-
tism and Con# rmation that we 
share in the ministry of Christ 
as priest (worship), prophet 
(teach) and king (serve). Even 
though there are many ways to 
do ministry the goal is the same, 
to make Jesus Christ known to 
the whole world. We all share in 
the same mission and this is not 
an option for the baptized for we 
must commit ourselves to the 
missionary work of the Church. 
! e e$ ectiveness of our move-
ments and apostolates depends 
on the unity with the Lord Jesus 
for it is Him that works through 
them. 

Lay Apostolic Movements 
are important to the Church for 
their e$ ectiveness depends on 
their cooperative e$ ort and the 
mutual support for each other 
and their commitment to the 
Church. ! e Catholic Church 
exists in the world to evange-
lize and her deepest identity is 
Evangelization. ! e members 
of the di$ erent movements and 
apostolates seek to bring Christ 
to others and they do it well for 
they are deeply rooted in the 
places where Christ most needs 
to be known in this diversed 
and unique border diocese of 
the Rio Grande Valley.

It is through the di$ erent 
Lay Ecclesial movements and 
Apostolates that the church is 
able to reach out to the People 
of God in the world. Some of 
the movements and apostolates 
in our diocese include to name 
a few: Knights of Columbus, 
Serra Club, Catholic Daughters, 
Cursillos de Cristiandad, ACTS, 
Movimiento Familiar Cristiano, 
Couples for Christ, Renovacion 
Carismatica, Disciples in Mis-
sion, Encuentro Matrimonial, 
Marriage Encounter, Catholic 
Engaged Encounter, Divine 
Mercy, Altar & Rosary Society, 
Catholics United for the Faith, 
Oblates of St. Benedict Mon-
astery of the Good Shepherd, 
! ird Order Franciscans, 
Encuentro Catolico Musical, 
Apostolado de la Cruz, Comu-
nidad AMA, Real Men Pray the 
Rosary, RGV Catholic Men's 
Fellowship, Legion of Mary, 
Schoenstatt Movement, ProLife 
Movement and many other 
movements and apostolates who 
are so dedicated to the work of 
Evangelization. 

! ere is much to do to 
spread the Gospel and there are 
many still that have not heard 
this good news: that God loves 
us in Jesus Christ and that the 
Lord has risen indeed ªWhy do 

Against the Death penalty
Courtesy Photo

Chris Castillo and his mother, Brownsville native Pilar Castillo.  

By ROSE YBARRA
! e Valley Catholic

Chris Castillo, national outreach coordinator for 
the organization, Murder Victims' Families for Rec-
onciliation (MVFR) visited the Rio Grande Valley to 
speak out against the death penalty. He spoke at El 
Buen Pastor United Methodist Church in Browns-
ville and was interviewed by Brenda Nettles Riojas 
on the television program Diocese Insight, which airs 
on KMBH-TV. 

MVFR, a national organization, is comprised of 
family members of victims of both 
homicide and execution who op-
pose the death penalty in all cases.

Castillo's mother, Brownsville 
native Pilar Castillo, was robbed 
and strangled in her Houston 
home in 1991. Police believe that 
two men from Honduras who were 
remodeling her home are respon-
sible for her death. Police believe 
the suspects % ed the country and 

the case remains unsolved.
His mother's death turned his life upside down, 

but Castillo, a resident of Beaumont, remains 100 
percent against capital punishment.

ªBefore my mother died, I hadn't thought about 
it too much,º Castillo said. ªIt wasn't on my radar 
screen.º

At the time of his mother's death, Castillo was 
working as a newspaper reporter covering the courts 
beat in Beaumont.

A conversation with a friend, a judge, sealed his 
stance on the death penalty.

ªHe said, `if that were to happen to my mother, 
I would take a gun and go a* er the guys,' º Castillo 
recalled. ªSo that just made me think. I didn't want to 
become a murderer. I didn't want to become that, no 
matter what happened to my mother, I didn't want to 
evolve into a person like that. So that's what started 
me on the path of being against the death penalty.º

Almost 20 years a* er his mother's death, Castillo 
can talk about his mother's death but it hasn't been 
an easy road.

ªIt took me # ve or 10 years,º he said. ªIt just really 
took a while. At # rst, I went through a depression. I 
was happy at work but when I got home, I didn't want 
to talk to anyone. I went through that cycle for a while 
until I got help.º

Help included volunteering at local prisons. He 
joined a faith-based ministry called Bridges to Life, 
which takes crime victims into prisons to help in-
mates see the impact of crime on individuals. It was 
through this program that he found forgiveness. 

ªIt really changed my life, it really did,º Castillo 
said. ªIt took all the pain out of what I was going 
through and brought me back to my faith.º 

Castillo, who is Catholic, continues to volunteer at 
the U.S. Federal Prison Camp in Beaumont through 
Bible study groups and other programs designed to 
bring faith and healing to the inmates. 

ªDoing volunteer work in the prisons really 
changed my opinion, too, that these are real people 
that are very much like you and me,º he said. ª! ey 
are not monsters. A lot of them are individuals that 
just made bad choices.º

Changing hearts and minds about the death pen-

» Please see Death penalty, p.16
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CASTILLO

From Msgr. Robert Maher, Vicar 
General of the Diocese of Browns-
ville:

Is there a contradiction be-
tween the U.S. Bishops' opposition 
to the death penalty in this nation 
and the teaching found in the 
Catholic Catechism, which seems 
to allow it in a limited way? No, 
the contradiction is only appar-
ent. ! e Catechism states that ªthe 
traditional teaching of the Church 
(i.e. on the sacredness of human 
life) does not exclude recourse to 
the death penalty, if this is the only 
possible way of e$ ectively defend-
ing human lives against the unjust 
aggressor.º (2267)

! e same article of the Cat-
echism then goes on to say, ªIf, 
however, non-lethal means are 
su"  cient to defend and protect 

people's safety from the aggressor, 
authority will limit itself to such 
means¼º

So the key issue is whether or 
not the death penalty is ªthe only 
way possibleº of protecting human 
lives.

When Pope John Paul II clari-
# ed the Church's opposition to the 
death penalty, he allowed that one 
could imagine such an extreme 
breakdown of social order that 
chaos and savagery threatened 
to utterly destroy civilization it-
self. In such extreme situations, 
he said, it is conceivable that the 
death penalty would be one of the 
few instruments by which society 
could protect itself from being 
destroyed, and would therefore 
rightly be deemed as necessary. 
But, the pope hastened to add, it 
is barely conceivable that such 
conditions could arise anywhere 
in the world today. Almost cer-
tainly they could not arise in the 
advanced nations, which have the 
means of securely protecting the 
innocent from those who would 

do them lethal harm.
In so speaking, the pope was 

undoubtedly speaking of nations 
which have prison systems secure 
enough to protect the public from 
the most violent criminals. Such a 
nation is the United States, and it 
is this logic which has led us bish-
ops in Texas, and throughout the 
nation, to speak with one voice in 
opposing the death penalty any-
where in the U.S.

Bear in mind: Experience has 
shown that sometimes the most 
hardened criminals, once given 
the opportunity to mature and re-
pent, can discover the good within 
themselves that was lost, and # nd 
redemption. ! e death penalty 
eliminates any such possibility for 
good to triumph over evil in the 
souls of those condemned, and 
is again why we bishops oppose 
the death penalty in this nation. 
Killing the condemned destroys 
their humanity, and wounds our 
humanity as well. It is not worthy 
of us as Americans or as children 
of God.

What the 
Church teaches
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»Making Sense 
Out of Bioethics A n electrician by trade, 

Tim Roach is married 
with two children and 

lives about an hour outside 
Minneapolis. He was laid o!  his 
job in July 2009. A" er looking 
for work for more than a year 
and a half, he got a call from his 
local union in February 2011 
with the news anyone who 
is unemployed longs for, not 
just a job o! er, but one with 
responsibility and a good salary 
of almost $70,000 a year. He 
ultimately turned the o! er down, 
however, because he discovered 
that he was being asked to 
oversee the electrical work at a 
new Planned Parenthood facility 
under construction in St. Paul on 
University Avenue. Aware that 
abortions would be performed 
there, he knew his work would 
involve him in ªcooperation 
with evil,º and he courageously 
declined the o! er.

Signi# cant moral issues can 
arise if we knowingly cooperate 
in another's evil actions, even 
though we don't perform 
those evil actions ourselves. 
Some helpful ªprinciples 
of cooperationº have been 
developed over the centuries in 
the Catholic moral tradition as a 
way of discerning how properly 
to avoid, limit, or distance 
ourselves from evil, especially 
intrinsically evil actions. In 
particular, these principles enable 
us to recognize that there are 
certain real-life situations when 
we must refuse to cooperate.

A simple example can be 
helpful to illustrate some of these 
principles: suppose a nurse were 
to hand the instruments to a 
physician performing a direct 
abortion, or turn on the suction 
machine used to dismember 
the unborn baby. If the nurse 
intended the abortion, she would 
be guilty of formal cooperation 
in evil. Yet even if she personally 
opposed the abortion and 
did not share the intention of 
the physician performing the 
procedure, there would still be 
grave moral objections to her 
cooperation. Because she would 
be participating in circumstances 
essential to the performance of 
that particular act of abortion, 
like handing instruments or 
turning on the suction machine, 
her cooperation would be 
morally unacceptable, and would 
be known as immediate material 
cooperation.

% e key point, then, is that 
both types of cooperation (formal 
and immediate material) are 
morally unacceptable. Whenever 
we are faced with the temptation 
to cooperate in intrinsically evil 
actions like abortion, destruction 
of embryos for stem cell research, 
euthanasia, assisted suicide, or 
direct sterilization, morally we 
must refuse. % is is di! erent, for 
example, from what theologians 
call ªremote cooperationº in 
another's evil, as, for example, is 
done by the postal carrier who 
delivers letters to an abortion 
facility; although what occurs 

there might sicken the carrier's 
stomach, delivering the mail 
would not constitute an essential 
ingredient to the wrongful 
destruction of human life that 
occurs there. 

On the other hand, driving 
someone to an abortion clinic 
so she can undergo an abortion, 
assisting as a nurse in the 
operating room during a tubal 
ligation, or thawing out human 
embryos from the deep freeze so 
that a researcher might vivisect 
them for their stem cells Ð even 
if we opposed the practices Ð all 
would constitute unacceptable 
forms of immediate material 
cooperation with evil. 

Real world decisions about 
cooperation can be daunting 
and complex. Pharmacists, 
for example, cannot in good 
conscience provide the morning-
a" er pill for use by a woman 
who has had consensual sex and 
wishes to avoid a pregnancy. 
% e morning-a" er pill has a 
contraceptive e! ect, and may 
sometimes also work by altering 
the uterine environment and 
preventing implantation of an 
embryo (causing a pregnancy 
loss/abortion). Even if the 
pharmacist personally opposed 
both contraception and abortion, 
by providing the pill and 
knowing the purposes to which it 
would be put, he would cooperate 
in wrongdoing in an immediate 
and material way.

In fact, a pharmacist in these 
circumstances would not even be 
able to refer the woman to a co-
worker, because if he were to do 
so, he would still be cooperating 
in an essential way in the causal 
chain leading to the prevention 
or ending of a pregnancy. He 
would rather have to decline to 
assist her, forcing the woman 
herself to initiate a new sequence 
of choices and actions that would 
not involve him Ð approaching a 
di! erent pharmacist, for example, 
who might then provide the 
drug. For a pharmacist to choose 
the morally correct course of 
action in this situation not only 
requires fortitude, but also could 
cause signi# cant tension with his 
supervisor, the pharmacy owner 
and with others who work there, 
particularly if such a scenario had 
not been discussed ahead of time.

Modern health care is replete 
with situations that tempt us 
to cooperate immorally in 
evil. Clearly, certain activities 
like abortion are not authentic 
medicine at all, but rather, acts 
of immorality veiled behind the 

• e courage to refuse 
to cooperate in evil

» Please see Evil, p.15

FATHER BENEDICTO ORTIZ
 Father Benedicto Ortiz, a 

retired priest of the Diocese of 
Brownsville, died on May 14 in 
San Juan, Texas. He was 80.  

 Father Ortiz was born in Pa-
tillas, Puerto Rico on September 
1, 1930 and 
was or-
dained to 
the priest-
hood on 
April 13, 
1957 in San 
Juan, Puer-
to Rico.

 Dur-
ing his min-
istry in the 
Diocese of Brownsville, Fa-
ther Ortiz served in the city of 
Brownsville as pastor of Good 
Shepherd Church and Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Church.  He also 
served at Our Lady of Sorrows 
Church in McAllen; St. An-
thony Church in  Harlingen; St. 
Anne Mother of Mary Church 
in Pharr; Holy Spirit Church in 
Progreso; San Martin de Porres 

Church in Weslaco; and as chap-
lain at Knapp Medical Center in 
Weslaco.  

 Before arriving in the Rio 
Grande Valley, Father Ortiz was 
a chaplain with the New York Po-
lice Department in Brooklyn.

Father Ortiz was preceded in 
death by his parents, Higinio and 
Herminia Ortiz and his sister, 
Edicta Cruz. He is survived by 
several nieces and nephews.

Bishop Daniel E. Flores cel-
ebrated the funeral Mass on May 
18 at Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church in Brownsville. Burial 
followed at Buena Vista Burial 
Park in Brownsville. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Bishop's Annual 
Diocesan Appeal.

FATHER JEROME FELION
Father Jerome ªJerryº Felion, 89, 
died on May 10 at Sunshine Ha-
ven Hospice in Olmito. Father 
Felion, a retired priest of the Di-
ocese of Crookston, Minn., had 
been living and providing minis-
terial assistance in the Diocese of 

Brownsville since 1991. 
He served as the chaplain 

for the 
B e n e d i c -
tine Mon-
astery of 
the Good 
Shepherd 
in Rio 
G r a n d e 
City for 
seven years 
and was very 
active in prison ministry. Father 
Felion also # lled in for priests 
who were ill or on vacation 
throughout the diocese. 

A funeral Mass was celebrat-
ed by Bishop Daniel E. Flores at 
St. Anthony Church in Harlingen 
on May 13. His body was trans-
ported to Minnesota for burial.

Father Felion is survived by 
his brother, Paul Felion, MD of 
La Crosse, Wis. and nephews, 
Timothy James (Yolanda) Felion 
and Eric Felion all of Harlingen 
and numerous other nieces and 
nephews from the Minneapolis, 
Minn. area. 

ORTIZ
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FELION

Special to • e Valley Catholic

COLUMBUS, Ohio Ð A fes-
tive spirit at the Ponti# cal College 
Josephinum could not be damp-
ened by unseasonably cool tem-
peratures and cloudy skies on the 
morning of May 7 as the seminary 
celebrated its 112th Baccalaureate 
Mass and Commencement Exer-
cises.

Most Reverend Bernard A. 
Hebda, Bishop of Gaylord, was 
the principal celebrant and hom-
ilist for the Baccalaureate Mass 
held in Saint Turibius Chapel, 
the largest of the seminary's four 
chapels. He was joined at the altar 
by many visiting priests, as well as 
by the priests of the Josephinum's 
faculty. 

On behalf of the seminary 
community, Very Reverend James 
A. Wehner, Rector / President, 
o! ered words of welcome to the 
family and friends of the gradu-
ates. ªToday we celebrate our 
112th Baccalaureate Mass, prais-
ing God for his divine mercy and 
his goodness,º he said. ªBishop 
Hebda, thank you for being here, 
for your support of the Josephi-
num, and for the many ways 
your apostolic ministry promotes 
priestly vocations.º 

Following the Introductory 
Rites and scripture readings, 
Bishop Hebda o! ered a beautiful 
homily about trusting in Jesus and 
allowing Jesus to lead and guide.  
ª% ose of you who are graduat-
ing from this wonderful institu-
tion have just had a very power-
ful experience of Jesus' love and 
his presence,º he said. ªMake sure 
that you are not leaving Jesus here 
at the Josephinum. It has to be Je-
sus who leads, who plans our cal-
endar, who sets our agenda, who 
guides our relationships. Do not 
go forward with a plan or pro-
gram unless you know it is from 
God.º 

% e bishop spoke to the 
knowledge and skills learned in 
seminary, particularly the gi"  
of spiritual discernment and its 
helpfulness in determining God's 
will. ªAs you've been discerning 
your vocation, you have also been 

discerning what it is that God de-

sires for you,º he said. Continue 
to ªtrust the subtle movements in 
your heart, testing to see wheth-
er something is of God, to see 
whether it is God's desire for you.º

% e Baccalaureate Mass was 
followed by a celebratory recep-
tion for the family and friends of 
the graduating seminarians. Near-
ly 200 visitors were on campus for 
the day's festivities. 

Graduates and guests returned 
to Saint Turibius Chapel later that 

morning for Commencement Ex-
ercises. Honored guests were Most 
Reverend Frederick F. Campbell, 
Bishop of Columbus, and Most 
Reverend R. Daniel Conlon, Bish-
op of Steubenville and Chair of 
the Josephinum's Board of Trust-
ees. Degrees were conferred by 
Father Wehner; 35 seminarians 
from 13 di! erent dioceses were 
granted degrees from the Josephi-
num's College of Liberal Arts, Pre-
% eology program, and School of 
% eology. A Bachelor of Arts de-
gree was awarded to 20 seminar-
ians, while 9 other seminarians 
earned a Bachelor of Philosophy 
or a Certi# cate of Achievement 
in Philosophical and % eological 
Studies. % e degree Master of Di-
vinity, which signi# es completion 
of the requirements for priestly 
ordination, was awarded to 6 
deacons of the School of % eol-
ogy, including brothers Matthew 
Coonan and Terrence Coonan 
(Fort Wayne-South Bend) who, 
in addition to the MDiv, earned 
a Master of Arts in % eology and 
a Bachelor of Sacred % eology 
(STB), the latter a ponti# cal de-
gree conferred by the Josephinum 
in a&  liation with the Ponti# cal 
Lateran University in Rome. 

Seminarians receive degrees

Courtesy photo

From left, Jesus Garza, Father James Wehner (rector), Joaquin Zermeño.

Graduates and Degrees:
JESUS GARZA
Bachelor of Arts in 
Philosophy from the 
College of Liberal Arts
 
JOAQUIN ZERME!O
Master of Divinity from 
the School of % eology
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! e Valley Catholic

M ISSION Ð ! e Columbian 
Squires, Circle #1492 from 
St. Paul Church in Mission  

hosted the " rst-ever Summer Knights 
Fishing Tournament, a bene" t red" sh 
and trout " shing tournament on June 
3-4 at Parrot Eyes Restaurant at South 
Padre Island. 

First, second and third places were 
awarded in the categories of red" sh, 
trout and heaviest stringer. 

! e tournament wasn't just about 
" shing and fundraising.  It raised aware-
ness about the Squires and provided a 
weekend of, ªgood, clean fun,º for the 
whole family, said Zachary Zamora, 12, 
a member of the Squires. 

ªWhat a way to start the summer,º 
he said before the tournament. ªWe are 
ready to have a lot of fun.º 

Landlubbers also had an opportunity 
to be a part of the event by attending the 
social events. ! e social events featured 
food, fun and live entertainment. 

! e Columbian Squires, an interna-
tional fraternity of about 25,000 Catho-
lic young men, is the o$  cial youth or-
ganization of the Knights of Columbus. 
! ere are about 1,400 circles worldwide.

! e circle from St. Paul Church was 
revived in December a% er several years 
of inactivity, said Gerardo Zamora, com-
mittee chair for the " shing tournament 
and a member of the Knights of Colum-

bus Council 2698.
! e Squires from St. Paul Church 

range from ages 8 to 18 and they serve 
the community in a variety of ways. 
Activities so far have included serving 
as ushers at weekend Masses, hosting 
weekly " sh fry events on Fridays dur-
ing Lent and helping with the La Lomita 
brick project at the original St. Joseph 
and St. Peter Novitiate. ! e task entails 
collecting, cleaning and sorting bricks 
from the building for use in future resto-
ration projects.  

ªOur goal is to create good, Catho-
lic leaders,º Gerardo Zamora said. ªWe 
encourage them to love and respect the 
Church. We also encourage them to 

have good manners and to o& er their 
time and talents for the good of the par-
ish and the community.º 

ªI think that being part of the Squires 
is setting us up to be the great Catholics 
of the future,º said Hector Gonzalez, 17, 
a recent graduate of Mission Veterans 
High School. 

Cody Johnson, 15, said he has en-
joyed the experience of making new 
friends and giving back to the commu-
nity. 

ªIt's been a great opportunity to keep 
me out of problems,º he said.

For more information on the Squires 
of St. Paul Church, contact Gerardo 
Zamora at (956) 458-3069. 

7DIOCESE/CATHOLIC SCHOOLS        

Courtesy photo

Incarnate Word Academy seventh grader Karen Marquez partici-
pated in the Duke University Talent Search program and quali• ed 
for the State Recognition Ceremony at Trinity University in San 
Antonio. Due to her high test scores, Karen ranked among the top 
3 percent of the participants and had the distinct honor of being 
selected to attend the Grand Recognition Ceremony to be held at 
Duke University in Durham, North Carolina where she will receive 
a medallion as an acknowledgement of her achievement. Pictured 
from left are IWA Campus Director Sr. Irma Gonzalez, seventh 
grader Karen Marquez and IWA Counselor Mary Brown.   

Jump Rope for Heart

The Valley Catholic

Students from Pre-K4 to fourth grade at St. Joseph School in 
Edinburg raised $5022.01 for the American Heart Assocation 
through the Jump Rope for Heart program. In addition to having 
fun jumping rope, the children also learned about their hearts and 
how to keep them healthy. 

Honored by 
Duke University

The Valley Catholic

A group of 45 teens from Our Lady Queen of Angels 
Church in La Joya participated in the Relay for Life on 
May 6 at McAllen Veterans Memorial Stadium. Their 
team name was, “Faith, Love, Hope: Praying for More 
Birthdays.” A youth band from the church called, “Rise 
of the Faith,” also performed inspirational music at the 
event. Relay for Life raises money for the American Can-
cer Society and also gives members of the community 
the opportunity to celebrate with those who have battled 
cancer and remember loved ones lost.  

Praying for More Birthdays   

`Good, clean fun'

The Valley Catholic

Members of the Columbian Squires from Circle #1492 from St. Paul Church in Mission held 
their • rst-ever bene• t • shing tournament on June 3-4. 

Summer Knights Fishing 
Tournament raised 
funds for Squires 

The new website includes up-to-date directory of ministries, parishes and Catholic schools, 
as well as new digital reources like videos, audio • les and photos. 

Visit the Diocese of Brownsville’s
 new website at www.cdob.org

Courtesy photo

Students at St. Anthony Catholic School in Harlingen recently 
received 43 ribbons during Valley-wide Private School Interscho-
lastic Association academic competition.  A total of 17 St. Anthony 
students quali• ed for state competition in Fort Worth, including 
from the left in the front row, Mary Kate Holder, Jacqueline Welch, 
Daniel Sauceda, Katelyn Renteria, Marissa Ramirez, and Jose Luis 
Almazan. In the middle row are Aaron Vidaurri, Rozel Tindaan, Ro-
vianne Tindaan, Isabela Bumanlag, Mariel Calara, and St. Anthony 
4th Grade Teacher Deborah Morales. In the back row are Esther 
Flores, St. Anthony Principal; and students Ardee Josh Noble, 
Andoni Barrica, Jose Andres Muñoz, Denisce Palacios, and Grace 
Holder. Not pictured is Kaela De Leon. 

Catholic School 
Academic Winners 
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»Sunday 
Readings

• e gi€  of the spirit 

• e Eucharistic Prayer ± 
Our Great • anksgiving

Most Catholics know that the 
word Eucharist, which is rooted 
in Greek, means thanksgiving. 
! is great prayer is the center 
and heart of the entire Mass.  
Originally, the Latin Church only 
had one Eucharistic Prayer and it 
was known as the Roman Canon.  
! is prayer is now known as 
Eucharistic Prayer I because a" er 
Vatican II, three other prayers were 
added.  ! is prayer is appropriate 
on Sundays and Solemnities.  It is 
also appropriate on the memorials 
of the saints who are mentioned in 
that prayer.

Eucharistic Prayer II is based 
on an early prayer of the third 
or early fourth century and it is 
ascribed to Hippolytus. ! is prayer 
is especially suited to weekday 
Masses.  ! e third Eucharistic 
Prayer is a new composition.  It 
is suited for Sundays and for feast 
days.  A feature of this prayer 
allows for the mentioning of 
particular saints which makes it a 
good choice for the celebration of 
the memorial of the saints.  Finally, 
Eucharistic Prayer IV is modeled 
on a fourth-century prayer from 
the Eastern Church.  ! is prayer 
has a # xed preface and gives a fuller 
treatment of salvation history 
which is more characteristic of the 
Eastern Church.   ! e use of this 
prayer was intended for Ordinary 
Time.  In addition to these four 

Eucharistic Prayers, several others 
have been added more recently, 
most notably, the Eucharistic 
Prayers for Reconciliation.

Eucharistic Prayers generally 
follow a structure composed of 
various elements that are common 
to all.  However, the Roman 
Canon is unique and structures 
these parts di$ erently.  Eucharistic 
prayers begin with an opening 
dialogue which is followed by 
the preface or thanksgiving.  ! e 
thanksgiving concludes with the 
Sanctus acclamation.  ! e epiclesis 
follows.  In this section, the priest 
invokes the Holy Spirit to come 
upon the gi" s of bread and wine 
and change them into the Body 
and Blood of Christ.  While he 
invokes the Holy Spirit, the priest 
holds his hands outstretched over 
the bread and wine.  It is at this 
point that a bell may be rung. 

! e epiclesis is followed by 
the Institution Narrative and 
Consecration.  ! is section 
recounts the story of the Last 
Supper with the words that are the 

form of the Eucharist.  ! e new 
translation of the Consecration 
of the bread will be: Take this, all 
of you, and eat of it, for this is my 
Body, which will be given up for 
you.  ! e words of Consecration 
over the wine will be: Take this, all 
of you, and drink from it, for this is 
the chalice of my Blood, the Blood 
of the new and eternal covenant, 
which will be poured out for you 
and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins.  Do this in memory of me.  
! ere is a noticeable change from 
the use of the word cup to chalice.  

Also, we must note that the 
word many replaces the word 
all.  In the Latin text the word is 
multis which means many.  ! is 
is the literal translation of what 
the Gospel of Matthew 26:28 and 
Mark 14:24 say Jesus pronounced 
at the Last Supper.   Does this 
mean that Jesus just died for a 
few?  Not at all.  Many passages in 
the New Testament such as John 
11:52; 2 

Corinthians 5:14Ð15 and 
Titus 2:11 make it clear that Jesus 
came for the salvation of all.  So 
why does the Gospel use the word 
many?  A theory among scripture 
scholars is that Jesus, at the Last 
supper, used this word to signal 
to the apostles and to us that he is 
the ful# llment of a prophecy.  ! is 

Spotlight on
the Most 

Sacred Heart 

»Feast Day 
- July 1

Msgr. Robert 
Maher
Vicar General 
for the Diocese 
of Brownsville

Easter season culminates 
with the celebration of the 
Ascension of our Lord Je-
sus Christ into heaven, 

and then with the following Sun-
day's celebration of the descent of 
the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. ! e 
Lord's Ascension marked the end 
of his earthly mission of redemp-
tion and made ready the way for 
the coming of the Holy Spirit, 
whose mission would be our sanc-
ti# cation. 

Speaking of the Lord, the Acts 
of the Apostles records that, ªIn the 
time a" er his su$ ering he showed 
them in many convincing ways 
that he was alive, appearing to 
them over the course of forty days 
and speaking to them about the 
reign of Godº (1:3). He instructed 
them, ªWait for the ful# llment of 
my Father's promise, of which you 
have heard me speak. John bap-
tized with water, but within a few 
days you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spiritº (Acts 1:4-5). 

Later, he promised, ªYou will 
receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes down on you; then 
you are to be my witnesses in Je-
rusalem...yes, even to the ends of 
the earthº (1:4-5). ! en we read, 
ªNo sooner had he said this than 
he was li" ed up before their eyes in 
a cloud which took him from their 
sightº (1:9).

When the day of Pentecost 
came, ªit found them gathered in 
one place. Suddenly from up in 
the sky there came a noise like a 
strong, driving wind which was 
heard all through the house where 
they were seated. Tongues as of # re 
appeared, which parted and came 
to rest on each of them. All were 

# lled with the Holy Spirit. ! ey 
began to express themselves in for-
eign tongues and make bold proc-
lamation as the Spirit prompted 
themº (2:1-4).

Every year as we celebrate 
these mysteries we are reminded 
anew that when he ascended in 
glory, Jesus, while not abandoning 
us, did entrust to us, the members 
of his Church, the task of continu-
ing his saving mission throughout 
the world in every generation, un-
til he should come in glory. We are 
reminded, too, that the Holy Spirit 
is given as a gi"  to us all today to 
enable us to accomplish God's will 
for the life and salvation of the 
world.

For many Catholics, a conver-
sion may be required in their un-
derstanding of what it means to be 
a baptized member of the Church, 
in order to live up to our exalted 
calling.

When we were young and 
being formed in the faith of the 
Church, our most memorable 
impressions were undoubtedly 
associated with the actions of the 
priest, a man wearing unique vest-
ments like no one else in society, 
leading the congregation in wor-
ship, swinging the censor with 
clouds of burning incense billow-
ing forth, sprinkling the congrega-

tion with holy water, li" ing up the 
people's needs to heaven in prayer 
and calling down God's judgment 
on wrongdoing, providing the 
sacraments, especially the Sunday 
Eucharist, witnessing marriages, 
burying the dead, and giving a 
shepherd's care to those in need. 

Such experiences understand-
ably make an imprint on people's 
minds. ! ey suggest that parishes 
belong to priests, dioceses belong 
to bishops, and the work of the 
church, too, belongs to them. But 
what about the laity? 

If there is any error in need 
of correction in today's church, it 
is the notion that the function of 
the laity is passive. Remember, all 
the baptized form Christ's Church. 
! e Holy Spirit is given to all. All 
are called, empowered, and gi" ed. 
All are sent to do the work of the 
Lord on earth, the heart of which 
is evangelization ± announcing the 
good news of salvation and calling 
people to turn to Christ for the for-
giveness of their sins, so that they 
can enter into the new life he of-
fers. 

As Pentecost approaches, we 
should pray that the Holy Spirit 
may come upon our Church in the 
Valley anew and in power, that the 
minds and hearts of the faithful be 
renewed in their faith, and in their 
love of Jesus Christ, and that the 
good news of salvation be brought 
to every person in our Valley. 

Ð

Msgr. Robert Maher is Vicar Gen-
eral of the Diocese of Brownsville 
and pastor of St. Joseph parish in 
Edinburg.

CNS

Father Greg 
Labus
Coordinator, 
O!  ce of Liturgy 
& Worship

» Please see Eucharistic Prayer , p.13

! e Valley Catholic

When he was assigned pastor of 
Sacred Heart Church in Elsa about 
• ve years ago, Father Ruben Del-
gado made it his mission to edu-
cate the parishioners about their 
church's namesake. 

He commissioned a large, ceil-
ing to € oor mural of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus; he hosts First Friday 
events and moved the parish's two 
festivals to coincide with two feasts 
related to the Sacred Heart ± the 
Feast of the Most Sacred Heart, on 
the Friday a• er the Octave of Cor-
pus Christi and the feast of St. Mar-
garet Mary Alacoque on Oct. 17. 

ªWe hear Sacred Heart, Sacred 
Heart, but many times, we don't 
know where it comes from,º Father 
Delgado said. ªDevotion to the Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus helps us focus 
on Christ's love for us.º

‚ e image of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus ± with His heart surround-
ed by a crown of thorns with a 
burning • re of love ± is a powerful 
expression of Christ's suƒ ering and 
his love, Father Delgado added. 

Devotion to the Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus centers on going 
to confession and receiving Holy 
Communion on the • rst Friday 
of the month, as an act of repara-
tion to the Sacred Heart and also 
by praying in union with Christ's 
suƒ ering in the garden of Gethse-
mane, which came to be known as, 
ªHoly Hour.º 

Pope Pius IX established the 
Feast of the Sacred Heart in 1856, 
directing that it be celebrated each 
year on the Friday a• er the Octave 
of Corpus Christi. ‚ is year, it falls 
on Friday, July 1.

Tradition dates the devotion 
to the year 1000 and through the 
centuries, it has been promoted by 
great saints such as St. Catherine 
of Siena (1347-1380) and St. Fran-
cis de Sales (1567-1622). ‚ e saint 
most o• en associated with this 
devotion, however, is St. Margaret 
Mary Alacoque (1647-1690). 

St. Margaret Mary was a French 
nun of the Order of the Visitation, 
which was founded by St. Francis 
de Sales. She began to have mysti-
cal experiences in 1673. ‚ e Lord 
told her that the love of His heart 
must be spread. St. Margaret Mary's 
private revelations promoted the 
establishment of a Feast Day of 
the Sacred Heart and the First Fri-
day devotion. Over a period of 18 

» Please see Sacred Heart, p.13

The Word of God in the Life 
and Mission of the Church

JUNE 5 

(Solemnity of the Ascension of the 
Lord )

And behold, ªI am with you always, 
until the end of the age.º

Reading I Acts 1:1-11

Responsorial Psalm 
                   Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9

Reading II Eph 1:17-23

Gospel    Mt 28:16-20 

JUNE 12

(Pentecost Sunday Mass during the 
Day )

ªJesus stood up and exclaimed, ªLet 
anyone who thirsts come to me and 

drink.º

Reading I  Acts 2:1-11

Responsorial Psalm 
                Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34

Reading II  1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13

Gospel       Jn 20:19-23

JUNE 19

(" e Solemnity of the Most Holy 
Trinity)

ªGod so loved the world that he 
gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him might not per-

ish but might have eternal life.º

Reading I        Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9

Responsorial Psalm 
                       Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56

Reading II     2 Cor 13:11-13

Gospel       Jn 3:16-18

JUNE 26

(Fi# h Sunday of Easter)

Jesus said to him, ªI am the way 
and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through 

me.º

Reading I         Acts 6:1-7

Responsorial Psalm 
                          Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19

Reading II        1 Pt 2:4-9

Gospel           Jn 14:1-12

JUNE 26

(Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and 
Blood of Christ )

Jesus said to them: ªWhoever eats 
my % esh and drinks my blood has 
eternal life, and I will raise him on 

the last day.º

Reading I   Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a

Responsorial Psalm 
                 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20

Reading II  1 Cor 10:16-17

Gospel    Jn 6:51-58

The word of the lord abides for ever. 
This word is the Gospel which was 
preached to youº (1 Pet 1:25; cf. Is 
40:8). With this assertion from the 
First Letter of Saint Peter, which 
takes up the words of the Prophet 
Isaiah, we find ourselves before 
the mystery of God, who has made 
himself known through the gift of his 
word. This word, which abides for 
ever, entered into time. God spoke 
his eternal Word humanly; his Word 
ªbecame fleshº (Jn 1:14). This is the 
good news. This is the proclamation 
which has come down the centuries 
to us today. 

Disciples in Mission: Six Weeks 
with the Bible 

Get Involved!
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Those Who  Serve: Father E! ri Matthias Selemobri, MSP

The Valley Catholic

Father E• ri 
Matthias 
Selemobri 
of the 
Missionaries 
of St. Paul 
will celebrate 
20 years of 
priesthood in 
June. 

  
  

 

May

» Birthdays
 2   Rev. Msgr. Luis Javier Garcia 
 5  Rev. Jose Villalon 
 9  Rev. Emilio Vega  
14 Rev. Jorge A. Gomez
23 Rev. Roy Lee Snipes  
24 Rev. Gregory Kuckmanski
25 Rev. Michael Amesse
27 Rev. Francisco J. Solis

» Anniversaries
  2 Rev. Carlos Zuniga
  5 Rev. Msgr. Gustavo Barrera
  5 Rev. Francisco Castillo  
10 Rev. Michael Amesse 
10 Rev. Timothy Paulsen 
11 Rev. Msgr. Louis Brum
12 Rev. Emmanuel Bialoncik
15 Rev. Honecimo  Figueroa
16 Rev. ! omas Luczak
19 Rev. Jose E. Losoya 
23 Rev. George Gonzalez
23 Rev. Alejandro Flores
23 Rev. Miguel Angel Ortega 
24 Rev. Gregory Kuckmanski
25 Rev. Juan Pablo Davalos
25 Rev. Eduardo Gomez   
25 Rev. Juan Rogelio Gutierrez   
25 Rev. Alphonsus McHugh    
25 Bishop Raymundo J. Pe"a 
26 Rev. Olivier Angel 
26 Rev. Martin De La Cruz
26 Rev. Ruben Delgado 
27 Rev. Mario A. Castro 
27 Rev. Gerald Frank  
27 Rev. Jose Luis Garcia
27 Rev. Gregory Labus 
27 Rev. Eduardo Ortega
27 Rev. Oscar O. Siordia
27 Rev. Francisco J. Solis 
27 Rev. Aglayde Rafael Vega
28 Rev. Alfonso Guevara
29 Rev. Jorge A. Gomez
29 Rev. Ignacio Tapia
29 Rev. Salvador Ramirez
30 Rev. Gerald McGovern
30 Rev. Amador Garza
30 Rev. Terrence Gorski
30 Rev. Ernesto Magallon
30 Rev. Mishael Koday
30 Rev. Larry Wiesler

        June 
» Birthdays
  2   Rev. Gnanaraj Michael  
  3   Rev. Issac Erondu  
13  Rev. Felix Casarez  
22  Rev. Albert Trevino 
 27  Rev. Fernando Gonzalez 
28  Rev. Msgr. Pedro Briseno  
 29 Rev. Lee Dacosta 

» Anniversaries
3   Rev. Jose Villalon  
5  Rev. Leo Francis Daniels  
 7  Rev. Felix Casarez  
7  Rev. Eusebio Martinez  
7  Rev. William Penderghest 
8  Rev. Edouard Atangana  
8  Rev. Craig Carolan
10 Rev. Jean Olivier M. Sambu  
11  Rev. Msgr. Robert E. Maher 
16  Rev. Lawrence J. Klein  
21  Rev. Eduardo Villa 
28  Rev. Msgr. Pedro Briseno  
29  Rev. Fernando Gonzalez 
30  Rev. Rigobert Poulang Mot

• e list of birthdays and 
ordination anniversaries is 
provided so that parishioners 
may remember the priests in their 
prayers and send them a note or 
a card.

»Birthday
Wishes

He likes to give homework
Priest encourages
faithful to study
the Bible, re• ect

By ROSE YBARRA
! e Valley Catholic

SAN JUAN Ð Father 
E# ri Matthias Selemobri of 
the Missionaries of St. Paul 
was assigned assistant to the 
rector of the Basilica of Our 
Lady of San Juan del Valle-
National Shrine just six 
months ago and already, he 
has made an impact on the 
community. He has made 
many dear friends on the 
basilica grounds, inspiring 
them to read the Bible and 
nurture their relationship 
with the Lord. 

ªHe calls me Santa Elsa,º 
said Elsa Tejada, manager 
of the Basilica Cafe. ªHe 
says we are all saints. ªHe 
motivates us to grow in our 
faith, in our love for Christ. 
He reminds us that no 
matter how busy we are or 
where life takes us, we must 
make time for Christ. We 
hold Father Matthias in very 
high regard.º 

ªHe is very spiritual and 
he knows the Bible up and 
down,º said Deacon Julio 
Castilleja, who also serves at 
the basilica. ªHe likes to give 
homework to everyone who 
crosses his path. He gives 

out Scriptures to study.º
It is not uncommon to 

see the faithful walk out of 
the confessional carrying 
a small piece of paper 
scrawled with Bible verses 
a$ er going to confession 
with Father Selemobri, 
better known as, ªFather 
Matthias.º  

In his homilies, Father 
Selemobri also recommends 
Bible verses to read and 
re% ect upon. 

For Father Selemobri, 
the ultimate goal is that the 
faithful will learn something 
new from their Sunday Mass 
experience and share it with 
family and friends.

ªAs a priest, I o$ en hear 
the complaint, `I didn't get 
anything out of it (Mass),'º 
said Father Selemobri, 
a native of Nigeria. ªBy 
reading the Bible, I hope 
that they will know and love 
the person behind those 
words. Unless you suggest 
it to them, they may forget 
that this, the Word of Jesus, 
is what it is all about.º

Father Selemobri, 45, 
is preparing to celebrate 20 
years of priestly ministry 
with a Mass on June 18 
at 1 p.m. at the Basilica of 
Our Lady of San Juan del 
Valle-National Shrine. He 
has celebrated Mass on four 
continents in # ve languages, 
» Please see Father Matthias, p.15

! e Valley Catholic

Lucy Salinas, cantor for the 
choir at St. Martin Mission in 
Sebastian, is excited about the 
updated English translation of 
the Roman Missal, which will be 
implemented on the # rst Sunday 
of Advent. For Salinas, however, 
the excitement about the beautiful 
new text is accompanied by some 
trepidation.

ªWe have our work cut out 
for us,º she said. ªWe have a lot to 
learn in the next six months.º

Musical leaders in the English-
speaking world are expected to 
play an integral role in the imple-
mentation of the new Missal.

ªAnd that's what scares me,º 
Salinas said. ªWe want to be well 
prepared so that we can lead oth-
ers.º

! e O&  ce of Liturgy and Wor-
ship recently held two workshops, 
one in the Lower Valley and one 
in the Upper Valley, to help musi-
cal leaders through the transition, 
widely regarded as the biggest 
change in the Church in more 
than 40 years.

Father Greg Labus, director of 
the O&  ce of Liturgy and Worship, 

said the workshops were held in 
order to review and in some cas-
es, introduce the diocesan docu-
ment ªSing to the Lord,º which is 
a guide on liturgical music and 
its application in the liturgy. ! e 
workshops also provided resourc-
es, including repertoire, in antici-
pation of the new Missal.

ª! e musical leadership of 
each parish and mission has a 
responsibility to help plan what 
musical resources they are going 
to use and get them into the hands 
of the people and help the people 
transition,º Father Labus said. 

Father Labus noted that all the 
documents of the Church strong-
ly emphasize that the norm of the 
celebration of the liturgy is that it 
is sung. 

ªSinging the liturgy is norma-
tive,º he said. ªSpeaking the litur-
gical is not normal. It is abnormal 
to speak the liturgy. ! e reason 
for singing the liturgy is the joy 
of celebrating the Eucharist, the 
gi$  of Jesus Christ to us. ! rough 
the liturgy, we experience this 
representation of Christ, the Pas-
cal Mystery, the passion, death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
through which our sins are forgiv-
en and we are given the promise 
of eternal life. So this is a cause for 
joy, this is the Good News.º 

Hugo De la Rosa, a music 
minister from Our Lady of Sor-
rows School in McAllen, said he 
has been researching the changes 

the new Missal will bring for 
months. ! e workshop, he said, 
was helpful and ªgelled every-
thing together.º 

De la Rosa anticipates that im-
plementing the new Missal will be 
a challenge at # rst.

ªI think it is a more elevated 
text,º he said. ªI agree with some 
that say the language is a bit too 
lo$ y but I think we're going to get 
used to the changes. It may take 
some transition time.º 

Father Labus said the new text 
also illustrates the need for more 
catechesis on the Mass.

ª! rough this process of 
preparation, we have looked at 
the entire Mass,º he said. ªMost 
Catholics need to deepen their 
appreciation and understanding 
of the liturgy, not just learn the 
new words. Do we understand 
what we're doing and why we are 
doing it?º

Sing to the Lord
Changes coming -
New Roman Missal,
Liturgical music

The Valley Catholic

Musical leaders take 
notes as Father Greg 
Labus discusses 
how the new 
English translation 
of the Roman 
Missal will affect 
choirs throughout 
the diocese at a 
workshop at Our Lady 
of Sorrows Church in 
McAllen. 
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Events 
highlight
courage, faith

Photos by Catholic News Service

ABOVE: A tapestry bearing a 1995 photo of the late Pope John 
Paul II hangs from St. Peter’s Basilica during his beati• cation 
Mass at the Vatican May 1. 
LEFT: Pope Benedict XVI kisses a relic of Pope John Paul II as 
he celebrates the beati• cation Mass of his predecessor in St. 
Peter’s Square at the Vatican May 1.
RIGHT: People pack St. Peter’s Square and the Via della Con-
ciliazione leading up to the square during the beati• cation of 
Pope John Paul II May 1 at the Vatican. The late Polish pontiff 
moved a step closer to sainthood during a joyous ceremony 
that drew more t han 1 million people.

 By CINDY WOODEN 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY  Ð Pope 
John Paul II was a true believer, 
a courageous voice of truth and 
a man whose witness to the faith 
grew more eloquent as his abil-
ity to speak declined, Pope Bene-
dict XVI and others who worked 
closely with the late pope said at 
events for his beati! cation. 

ªJohn Paul II is blessed be-
cause of his faith  Ð a strong, gen-
erous and apostolic faith,º Pope 
Benedict said May 1 just minutes 
a" er formally beatifying his pre-
decessor. 

In the beati! cation proclama-
tion, Pope Benedict said that a" er 
a consultation with many bishops 
and faithful and a study by the 
Congregation for Saints' Causes, 
he had decided that ªthe vener-
able servant of God, John Paul II, 
pope, henceforth will be called 
blessedº and his feast will be Oct. 
22, the anniversary of the inaugu-
ration of his ponti! cate in 1978. 

Italian police said that for 
the beati! cation Mass more than 
1 million people were gathered 
in and around the Vatican and 
in front of large video screens in 
several parts of Rome. # e next 
morning 60,000 people gathered 
in St. Peter's Square for a Mass in 
thanksgiving for the beati! cation. 

# e o$  cial celebrations began 
with a nighttime prayer vigil April 
30 at the Circus Maximus, the site 
of ancient Roman racetrack. 

# e crowd Ð estimated at 
about 200,000 people Ð cheered 
French Sister Marie Simon-
Pierre, whose cure from Parkin-
son's disease was accepted as the 
miracle that paved the way for 
Pope John Paul's beati! cation. 
# e nun beamed as she recounted 
her unexpected healing. 

She said when she was diag-
nosed with Parkinson's in 2001 at 
the age of 40, she found it di$  cult 
to watch Pope John Paul, who 
su% ered from the same disease. 
ªI saw in him the image of my ill-
ness. But I admired his strength 
and courage,º she said. 

Two months a" er the pope 
died, her condition worsened. 
# en, a" er prayers to the late 
pope, she awoke early one morn-
ing feeling well rested. 

ªI felt something had changed 
in me, and I was healed,º she said. 
# e crowd in the Circus Maximus 
erupted in applause. 

Many others in the crowds for 
the events also had personal sto-
ries about Pope John Paul. Like-
wise, Pope Benedict ended his 
homily at the beati! cation Mass 
sharing his own personal story. 

ªI would like to thank God 
for the gi"  of having worked for 
many years with Blessed Pope 
John Paul II,º he said. 

As prefect of the Congre-
gation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith from 1982 until his elec-
tion in 2005, Pope Benedict said 
he worked at the pope's side ªand 
came to revere him.º 

ªHis example of prayer con-
tinually impressed and edi! ed 
me: he remained deeply united 
to God even amid the many de-
mands of his ministry,º the pope 
said. 

By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY Ð Blessed 
Pope John Paul II worked a num-
ber of miracles at his beati! cation, 
some pilgrims said. 

Weather forecasts of a weekend 
of heavy rains turned into innocu-
ous grey clouds April 30 and then 
sunny skies May 1. 

ªWe prayed to John Paul that 
it wouldn't rain,º said Josephine 
Faehrmann from Sydney, Austra-
lia, who was planning to sleep out-
side with her friends. 

Also, mysterious benefactors 
with a special devotion to the Pol-
ish pope paid for a bus full of young 
people from Naples to attend the 
ceremonies ªbecause John Paul II 
loved young people and we had to 
be here,º Rosa Giordano said. 

Each of the more than one 
million people of every age, back-
ground and nationality attending 
the April 30 vigil in Circus Maxi-
mus and May 1 beati! cation in St. 
Peter's Square had his or her own 
story of pilgrimage. 

Danila Fabrizio, another mem-
ber of the group that le"  Naples at 1 
a.m. May 1 on the benefactor's bus, 
said, ª# is is a sign of God's provi-
dence that we're here.º 

 BLESSED 
JOHN PAUL II

»Beati !cation Small miracles 
happen at 
beati! cation, 
pilgrims say 

By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY Ð Some 
things just can't be done online. 
Like shake the hand of a blogging 
Benedictine nun (aka @Digitalnun 
on Twitter) and get her advice on 
how to create a pro! table app with 
no start-up money. 

Or drink prosecco, nibble on 
focaccia and discover while chat-
ting with a scientist who blogs 
about biology and religion that he 
is a Protestant married to a Muslim 
and couldn't believe he was invited 
to a Vatican event. 

At a landmark ªBlog Meet,º the 
ponti! cal councils for culture and 
for social communications brought 
together 150 bloggers Ð in the & esh 
Ð from all parts of the world May 
2 to get a sense of their hopes and 
concerns. Once again, the church 
insisted the virtual world should 
only be a tool, not a substitute for, 
real human contact, even when the 
meeting underlines the extraordi-
nary powers of new media. 

Greeting people face-to-face 
also broke down some barriers and 
suspicions that have built up over 
the years between some bloggers 
and the sometimes communica-
tion-challenged Catholic hierarchy. 

And create communion they 
did; the St. Peter-meets-tweeters 
blognic was a real coup Ð a mini 
Berlin Wall knock-down Ð as call-
ing cards, emails and hugs were ex-
changed. 

Tweets at St. 
Pete's: bloggers 
and the 
Vatican meet
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Lucy Salinas, director del coro 
de la Misi"n San Mart#n en Sebas-
ti$n, est$ muy entusiasmada con 
la traducci"n actualizada al ingl%s 
del misal romano, que ser$ imple-
mentado el primer domingo de 
Adviento.  

Para Salinas, sin embargo, el 
entusiasmo por el nuevo y her-
moso texto est$ acompa&ado de 
cierto nerviosismo. 

ªTenemos el trabajo se&alado 
para nosotros,º dijo ella. ªTen-
emos mucho que aprender en los 
pr"ximos seis meses.º

Se espera que los l#deres musi-
cales en el mundo de habla inglesa 
desempe&en un papel integral 
en la implementaci"n del nuevo 
Misal.

ªY eso es lo que me asustaº, 
dijo Salinas. ªQueremos estar bien 
preparados para poder guiar a 
otros.º

La O' cina de Liturgia y Culto 
recientemente llev" a cabo dos 
talleres, uno en el sur del Valle y 
otro en el norte, para ayudar a los 
l#deres musicales en la transici"n, 
ampliamente considerado como el 
mayor cambio en la Iglesia en m$s 
de 40 a&os.

El Padre Greg Labus, Director 
de la O' cina de Liturgia y Culto, 
dijo que los talleres se llevaron 
a cabo con el ' n de repasar, y en 

algunos casos, presentar el docu-
mento diocesano ªCanta al Se&orº, 
que es una gu#a para la m(sica 
lit(rgica y su aplicaci"n en la 
liturgia. El taller tambi%n propor-
cion" recursos, incluyendo rep-
ertorio, en anticipaci"n del nuevo 
misal. 

ªEl liderazgo musical de cada 
parroquia y misi"n tiene la re-
sponsabilidad de planear qu% re-
cursos musicales va a utilizar y 
llevarlos a las manos de la gente y 
ayudar a la gente en la transici"n,º 
dijo el Padre Labus.

El Padre Labus se&al" que to-
dos los documentos de la Iglesia 
resaltan fuertemente que la norma 
de celebraci"n de la liturgia es que 
sea cantada.  

ªCantar la liturgia es una nor-
ma,º dijo %l. ªDialogar la liturgia 
no es normal. Es anormal dialogar 
la liturgia. La raz"n de cantar la 
liturgia es el gozo de estar cel-
ebrando la Eucarist#a, el regalo de 
Jesucristo para nosotros. A trav%s 
de la liturgia, experimentamos la 
representaci"n de Cristo, el mis-
terio pascual, la pasi"n, muerte 
y resurrecci"n de Jesucristo, por 
quien nuestros pecados son per-
donados y se nos da la promesa de 

vida eterna. Pues esto es causa de 
gozo, esta son las Buenas Nuevas.º

Hugo De la Rosa, un ministro 
de m(sica de la escuela Our Lady 
of Sorrows en McAllen, dijo que 
ha estado leyendo por meses sobre 
los cambios que traer$ el nuevo 
misal. El taller, dijo, ha sido (til y 
ªha combindado todo.º       

De la Rosa anticipa que la im-
plementaci"n del nuevo misal ser$ 
un reto al principio. 

ªPienso que es un texto m$s el-
evado,º el coment". ªEstoy de acu-
erdo con algunos que dicen que 
el lenguaje es un poco rebuscado 
pero creo que nos acostumbrare-
mos a los cambios, mas pueda que 
tome alg(n tiempo de transici"n.º 

El Padre Labus dijo que el 
nuevo texto tambi%n ilustra la 
necesidad de m$s catequesis sobre 
la Misa.

 ªA trav%s de este proceso de 
preparaci"n, hemos visto la Misa 
completa,º dijo %l. ªLa mayor#a de 
Cat"licos necesitan profundizar 
su apreciaci"n y entendimiento 
sobre la liturgia, no s"lo aprender 
las nuevas palabras. ¿Entendemos 
lo que estamos haciendo y por qu% 
lo estamos haciendo?    

Cambios se avecinan: Nuevo misal 
romano, m•sica lit•rgica

Canta al Se•or

M ientras que las familias 
luchan por llevar a cabo 

los valores del evangelio en un 
mundo en donde muchas veces 
experimentan el ªrechazo cul-
turalº de la sociedad dominante, 
debemos recordar las riquezas 
de la herencia que nuestros ante-
pasados nos han heredado. 

Sin importar la sangre del 
grupo %tnico que pasa por 
nuestras venas, nos corresponde 
abrazar y perpetuar esos valores 
que mantienen a la familia feliz, 
saludable y sagrada. 

En la Exhortaci"n Apost"lica  
Familiaris Consortio, del Papa 
Juan Pablo II en 1981, %l se&ala: 
ªEn conformidad con su con-
stante tradici"n, la Iglesia recibe 
a trav%s de varias culturas, todo 
lo que sirve para expresar mejor 
las riquezas de Cristo que no han 
sido buscadas. )18* S"lo con la 
ayuda de todas las culturas pu-
ede ser posible que estas riquezas 
se mani' esten m$s claramente, 
y que la Iglesia progrese dia-
riamente hacia una conciencia 
m$s  completa y profunda de la 
verdad, la cual ya ha sido dada 
a la Iglesia en su totalidad por el 
Se&or.º

Al crecer en una familia 
m%xico-americana en el Valle, 
los valores culturales que he vivi-
do han sido formativos y aunque 
han sido muchos, me gustar#a 
subrayar algunos que creo, son 
comunes en nuestra $rea. Incluir 
a todos los parientes como parte 
de la unidad familiar )no s"lo a 
los padres y los hijos* promueve 
un sentimiento de ªcomunidadº 
en el sentido m$s amplio, y tam-
bi%n es esencial para entender 
el desarrollo del Reino de Dios 
a trav%s de la construcci"n de la 
comunidad cristiana. El preser-
var el idioma espa&ol entre la 
familia conecta a los ni&os y a 
los j"venes con sus abuelos,  t#as 
y t#os y tambi%n con el respeto 
con el que los hispanos saludan 
unos a otros, especialmente en la 
familia.

El respeto y la formalidad 
son inherentes a los valores 
hispanos.  En muchas, si no es 
que en la mayor#a de las familias 
hispanas, los miembros se salu-
dan, en especial a los ancianos, 
con un beso y un abrazo. Mi hija 
abraz" y bes" a cada ni&o en su 
clase de pre k#nder el primer d#a 
de clases ¡porque eso era lo que 
se hac#a en casa+ Los saludos 
formales no solamente comuni-
can respeto, tambi%n ense&an. 
Al crecer  a un lado de la casa de 
mis abuelos, mis hermanos y yo 
sol#amos decir ªHasta ma&ana 
Mamagrandeº a nuestra abuela 
antes de ir a dormir, y ellas nos 
respond#a ªQue Dios sea ser-
vidoº y por muchos a&os pens% 
que esa frase era una misma 
palabra hasta que entend# su 
signi' cado en ingl%s ªMay God 
be servedº.

El respeto, la conexi"n y los 
lazos familiares como parte de 
cada d#a lleva al respeto por la 
vida en todas sus etapas: cuidar 
y ense&ar a nuestros ni&os y a 
los otros, y cuidar a los ancianos 

en la casa cuando sea posible. 
Este respeto se extiende hacia 
el respeto que uno tiene por la 
Iglesia, incluso en la manera 
en la que nos vestimos. En mi 
propia parroquia he notado que 
las Misas en espa&ol las perso-
nas por lo general se visten de 
manera m$s formal que en las 
Misas en ingl%s. 
Los rituales que son parte y pieza 
de muchas familias hispanas, 
no s"lo son instructivas de 
los valores cat"licos, tambi%n 
son oportunidades para que 
las familias hagan sus propios 
rituales para conectarse. Cuando 
mi hija ten#a alrededor de 5 o 
6 a&os de edad, y asist#a una 
conferencia fuera de la ciudad y 
le llam% de un tel%fono p(blico 
en un restaurante; al ' nal de la 
conversaci"n ella me dijo ª Ma, 
ponga el tel%fono en su frenteº 
y le pregunte para que, a lo 
que ella respondi" ªPara que le 
pueda dar la bendici"n.º Hasta el 
d#a de hoy, siempre que alguna 
de las dos est$ fuera de la ciudad, 
nos preguntamos ª ¿Qui%n 
va primero?º y colocamos el 
celular en nuestra frente para 
la bendici"n. Como en muchas 
familias hispanas, hemos crecido 
recibiendo una bendici"n en la 
frente por nuestros abuelos. 
Usar los ªdichosº nos conecta 
con nuestra cultura, a la vez nos 
ense&a y nos da instrucciones en 
s"lo unas cuantas palabras. Di-
chos como ªDime con qui%n an-
das, y te dir% qui%n eresº, ªDe tal 
palo tal astillaº. Estos dichos, al 
igual que el Libro de Proverbios  
contienen poderosas ense&anzas: 
Proverbios 17:1 ªMejor es un 
bocado seco y con tranquilidad, 
que una casa llena de banquetes 
con discordia.º
La merienda con caf% y pan 
dulce, y tambi%n la comida 
familiar son rituales que no 
solamente cultivan la unidad 
y el vinculo familiar, si no que 
tambi%n nos recuerda sobre 
la conexi"n entre la mesa del 
Se&or; la Eucarist#a, y la mesa 
familiar; nos recuerda sobre la 
importancia de nutrir nuestra 
Iglesia dom%stica: la familia, y 
alimentarnos con la Palabra de 
Dios y por la Eucarist#a en la 
liturgia de nuestra parroquia.
En su libro It's all in the Frijoles 
)Todo est$ en los Frijoles*, la 
autora Yolanda Nava compila 
historias, dichos, leyendas y 
palabras sabias de 100 latinos 
famosos, subrayando los valores 
culturales de responsabilidad, 
respeto, trabajo duro, lealtad, 
fe, honestidad, valor, humildad, 
moderaci"n, prudencia, justicia, 
fuerza, castidad y caridad. Que 
estos valores contin(en siendo  
tejidos en la manta de fe y cul-
tura de nuestras familias. 

Manteniendo valores 
culturales en la familia

Por JOHN THAVIS 
Catholic News Service 

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO 
Ð El Vaticano dijo que el ases-
inato del l#der de Al Qaeda, Osa-
ma bin Laden, hombre que sem-
br" divisi"n y odio y que caus" 
muertes ªinnumerablesº, debe 
causar re/ exi"n seria sobre la re-
sponsabilidad de uno ante Dios, 
no regocijo. 

La declaraci"n del 2 de mayo 
del Vaticano vino el d#a despu%s 
que el presidente Barack Obama 
anunciara que fuerzas estadoun-
idenses hab#an matado a bin 
Laden durante un ataque contra 
su escondite en el noroeste de 
Paquist$n. En varias ciudades 
estadounidenses las noticias cau-
saron manifestaciones callejeras y 
expresiones de j(bilo. 

El padre jesuita Federico 
Lombardi, portavoz del Vaticano, 
emiti" una breve declaraci"n es-
crita reaccionando a las noticias. 

ªOsama bin Laden, como 
sabemos, llevaba la m$s seria 
responsabilidad de diseminar 
divisiones y odio entre las pobla-
ciones, de causar la muerte de 

innumerables personas y de ma-
nipular religiones con este ' nº, 
dijo padre Lombardi. 

ªDe cara a la muerte de un 
hombre, un cristiano nunca se 
regocija, sino que re/ exiona acer-
ca de las responsabilidades serias 
de cada persona ante Dios y ante 
los hombres y tiene la esperanza 
de que, y trabaja de modo que, 
cada evento pueda ser ocasi"n 
para m$s crecimiento de la paz y 
no del odioº, dijo el portavoz. 

La agencia de noticias mision-
eras del Vaticano, Fides, inform" 
que las escuelas cristianas y otros 
institutos estaban cerrados y las 
iglesias estaban en guardia en las 
ciudades principales de Paquis-
t$n debido al temor de posibles 
repercusiones contra las mi-
nor#as cristianas all#. Los cristia-
nos paquistan#es a menudo son 
identi' cados con el Occidente y 
los Estados Unidos en la literatura 
extremista. 

Muerte de bin Laden es causa de 
re! exi"n no de regocijo: Vaticano

Lydia Pesina
Director, Family 
Life O!  ce

Catholic News Service

Miembros del 
frente Todo In-
dia Anti Terror-
ista  sostienen 
pancartas en 
Nueva Delhi 
el 3 de mayo 
durante una 
manifestación 
en la que 
celebraron la 
muerte del 
lider  al-Qaida 
Osama bin 
Laden. 
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BEATOPor CINDY WOODEN 
Catholic News Service 

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO 
ÐªJuan Pablo II es beato por 
su fe, una fe fuerte, generosa y 
apost!licaº, dijo el papa Bene-
dicto XVI el 1 de mayo apenas 
minutos despu"s de formal-
mente beati# car a su prede-
cesor. 

La polic$a italiana dijo que 
para la Misa m%s de 1 mill!n de 
personas de reunieron en y alre-
dedor del Vaticano y delante de 
grandes pantallas de video en 
varias partes de la ciudad. 

Muchos en la muchedum-
bre ten$an historias personales 
acerca de haber visto al papa 
Juan Pablo o hasta haberlo 
conocido y el papa Benedicto 
termin! su homil$a de la Misa 
compartiendo su propia histo-
ria personal. 

ªQuisiera agradecer a Dios 
por el regalo de haber trabajado 
durante muchos a&os con el be-
ato papa Juan Pablo IIº, "l dijo. 

Como prefecto de la Con-
gregaci!n Para la Doctrina de la 
Fe desde 1982 hasta su elecci!n 
en el 2005, el papa Benedicto 
dijo que trabaj! al lado del papa 
ªy lleg! a reverenciarloº. 

ªSu ejemplo de oraci!n 
continuamente me impresion! 
y edi# c!: "l se manten$a unido 
profundamente a Dios hasta en 
medio de las muchas exigencias 
de su ministerioº, el papa dijo. 

ªHoy su nombre se a&ade a 
la legi!n de aquellos que "l proc-
lam! santos y beatos durante los 
casi 27 a&os de su ponti# cadoº, 
dijo el papa en su homil$a. 

El papa Juan Pablo durante 
su ponti# cado beati# c! 1,338 
personas y canoniz! 482, m%s 
que todos sus predecesores 
combinados. La beati# caci!n 
del papa Juan Pablo apenas seis 
a&os y un mes despu"s de su 
muerte en el 2005 fue la beati-
# caci!n m%s r%pida en unos 500 
a&os. 

El papa Benedicto dijo que 
aun al momento de su muerte 
la gente ªpercib$a la fragancia 
de su santidad y en cualquier 
n'mero de maneras el pueblo 
de Dios demostr! su veneraci!n 
por "l. Por esta raz!n, con todo 
el respeto debido a las normas 

Juan Pablo II

Pondera 
la fuerte fe, 
generosa y 
apost•lica

can!nicas de la iglesia, yo quer$a 
que su causa de beati# caci!n se 
moviera adelante con rapidez ra-
zonableº. 

Despu"s de la Misa el papa 
Benedicto entr! en la Bas$lica 
de San Pedro y se arrodill! en 
oraci!n durante cuatro minutos 
ante el ata'd del beato Juan Pablo, 
que estaba puesto frente al altar 
mayor. Despu"s que el papa se 
fue, los cardenales concelebrantes 
formaron una # la hacia el ata'd 
de madera, toc%ndolo levemente 
y bes%ndolo. 

Eventualmente el Vaticano 
abri! la bas$lica al p'blico en 
general y plani# caba mantenerla 
abierta hasta que los # eles dejaran 
de venir a expresar su admiraci!n 
o hasta que las preparaciones tu-
vieran que hacerse para la Misa 
o# cial de agradecimiento por la 
beati# caci!n el 2 de mayo. 

Millares de personas pasaron 
una noche fr$a y h'meda acam-
pando cerca del Vaticano in-
tentando encontrar un lugar en la 
Plaza de San Pedro desde la 5:30 
a.m., cuando los portones estaban 
programados para abrirse para la 
Misa de las 10 a.m. La muche-
dumbre era tan grande que la 
polic$a comenz! a dejar que la 
gente entrara a las 2 a.m. 

Valeria Buonpastore, quien 
es de Charlotte, Carolina del 
Norte, dijo que el papa Juan Pablo 
ªtrascendi! nacionalidades. (l era 
universal, eso es lo que lo hizo tan 
grande. (l era amado por la gente 
de otras naciones y religiones. 
Muchos de mis amigos protestan-
tes lo amaban tambi"nº, ella dijo. 

Tambi"n en la plaza estaba la 
hermana Marie Clarice, miem-
bro de 30 a&os de edad de las 
Peque&as Servidoras del Sagrado 
Coraz!n, proveniente de Mada-
gascar. 

Ella dijo que recuerda cuando 
el papa Juan Pablo fue a Madagas-
car en 1989; ella ten$a solamente 7 
u 8 a&os de edad y la imagen que 
ha quedado es de una persona a 
quien le importaba el d"bil e im-
potente. ªRecuerdo la manera en 
que "l acog$a a los pobres. (l los 
abrazaba, as$º, ella dijo abriendo 
sus brazos en un ancho abrazo. 

Hablando brevemente en po-
laco durante su homil$a, el papa 
Benedicto dijo de su predecesor: 
ªPor su testimonio de la fe, del 
amor y de la valent$a apost!lica, 
acompa&ados por gran carisma 
humano, este hijo ejemplar de 
Polonia ayud! a los creyentes de 
todo el mundo a no temerle a ser 
llamado cristiano, a pertenecer a 
la iglesia, a hablar del Evangelio. 

ªEn una palabra: "l nos ayud! 
a no temerle a la verdad, porque 
la verdad es la garant$a de la liber-
tadº, dijo el papa. 

Karol Wojtyla es retratado de niño in 
Wadowice, Polonia. El futuro Papa 
Juan Pablo II nació el 18 de mayo de 
1920 de Karol y Emilia Wojtyla. 

Fotografías: Catholic News Service

El Papa Juan Pablo II reza el 
rosario en esta imagen del 
periódico L’Obsservatore 
Romano. Esta fotografía 
tomada por un fotógrafo del 
Vaticano es la segunda más 
solicitada de los archivos 
del rotativo italiano.

La hemana polaca Tobiana Sobodka, der., quien se hacía cargo de la casa del Papa Juan Pablo II, y la hermana 
francesa Marie Simon-Pierre, de quien la curación  del mal de Parkinson fuera aceptada como milagro la cual 
conllevara a la beati! cación, colocan una reliquia del ! nado cerca del altar durante la Misa de beati! cación 
celebrada por el Papa Benedicto XVI en la Plaza de San Pedro en el Vaticano, el 1ro. de Mayo del 2011.

El Papa Juan Pablo II durante su 
elección el 16 de octubre de 1978. El 
Cardenak Karol Wojtyla  fue el sucesor 
263 de San Pedro. 
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months, the 12 Promises of the Sa-
cred Heart were revealed to her:

1. I will give them all the graces 
necessary for their state of life. 

2. I will give peace in their fami-

lies. 
3. I will console them in all their 

troubles. 
4. • ey shall € nd in My Heart 

an assured refuge during life and 
especially at the hour of death. 

5. I will pour abundant bless-
ings on all their undertakings. 

6. Sinners shall € nd in My 

Heart the source and in€ nite ocean 
of mercy. 

7. Tepid souls shall become fer-
vent. 

8. Fervent souls shall speedily 
rise to great perfection. 

9. I will bless the homes in which 
the image of My Sacred Heart shall 
be exposed and honored. 

10. I will give to priests the 
power to touch the most hardened 
hearts. 

11. • ose who propagate this 
devotion shall have their name 
written in My Heart, and it shall 
never be e• aced. 

12. I promise thee in the excess 
of the mercy of My Heart, that its 

all-powerful Love will grant to all 
those who shall receive Commu-
nion on the First Friday of Nine 
consecutive months the grace of 
€ nal repentance; they shall not die 
under My displeasure, nor with-
out receiving the Sacraments; My 
Heart shall be their assured refuge 
at that last hour. 

Sacred Heart,
continued from pg. 8

Por BARBARA J. FRASER 
Catholic News Service 

R!O JANEIRO Ð Fabricio 
Mendes recuerda una "poca en 
que s#lo caminar por su vecindad 
era cuesti#n de vida o de muerte. 
Narcotra$ cantes paseaban libre-
mente y las armas eran abundan-
tes. 

Eso era antes de Alemao, des-
carnada comunidad de estrechas 
calles serpentinas con l%neas de 
casas al azar, fuera ªpaci$ cadaº. 
A $ nes de noviembre del 2009 el 
gobierno anunci# que la polic%a 
se mover%a a Alemao, una de las 
ªfavelasº, como se conocen las 
vecindades de bajo ingreso de Bra-
sil, m&s notorias de R%o. 

Ellos barrieron Alemao con-
$ scando drogas y armas, abriendo 
una jefatura de polic%a, lanzando 
patrullas a pie y comenzando a 
ofrecer servicios p'blicos, tales 
como entrega de correo, que Ale-
mao hab%a carecido. Mendes dice 
que "l y sus vecinos ahora pueden 
caminar por la vecindad sin la 
preocupaci#n de quedar atrapados 
en el fuego cruzado de las batallas 
por territorio entre los se(ores de 
la droga. 

El gobierno de R%o de Janeiro 
est& intentando extender gradu-
almente ese esfuerzo hacia otras 
favelas. Aunque algunos residen-
tes se preocupan que el esfuerzo 
est& dirigido m&s a limpiar la ima-
gen de la ciudad antes de la Copa 
Mundial del 2014 de la FIFA y 
de las Olimpiadas del 2016 que a 
crear cambio a largo plazo, otros 
observadores tienen la esperanza 
que "ste ayude a reducir una es-
tad%stica deprimente: el %ndice de 
mortandad por homicidio entre 
los brasile(os j#venes, el cual se ha 
doblado desde $ nales de la d"cada 
de 1990. 

En toda la regi#n tantos 
j#venes, especialmente hombres, 
son v%ctimas de homicidios que 
esto se considera un problema de 
salud p'blica. La tasa de homici-
dios entre los j#venes de Am"rica 
Latina es el doble o el triple de la 
tasa en todas las dem&s partes del 
mundo excepto )frica, seg'n la 
Organizaci#n Mundial de la Salud 
*WHO+. 

ªEs un problema enorme en 
Am"rica Centralº, dijo a Catho-
lic News Service Richard Jones, 
de Servicios Cat#licos de Socorro 
*CRS+, la agencia de ayuda y de-
sarrollo de los obispos estadoun-
idenses. 

El Salvador, Guatemala y Hon-
duras, los cuales sufren violencia 
pandillera, est&n viendo un creci-
ente impacto debido al narcotr&-
$ co, dijo Jones, director regional 
diputado de CRS para la solidari-
dad y justicia global. 

En El Salvador, donde Jones 
vive, el nivel de homicidio en el 
grupo de edades entre 15 y 25 a(os 
es 90 por cada 100,000 j#venes, 
muy por encima del %ndice de 70 
por cada 100,000 en la poblaci#n 
general y casi cinco veces el %ndice 
de 20 que la WHO considera ªepi-
demiaº. En Brasil la tasa de homici-
dios juveniles se elev# de 41.7 por 
cada 100,000 en 1996 a 52.9 en el 
2008, seg'n un nuevo ªmapa de vi-
olenciaº publicado por el Instituto 
Sangari y el Ministerio de Justicia 
brasile(o. 

En comparaci#n, la tasa en 
Estados Unidos es 9 por cada 

100,000, seg'n los Centros Para 
el Control y la Prevenci#n de En-
fermedades de Estados Unidos. El 
%ndice de 58 por cada 100,000 en-
tre los negros no hispanos est& m&s 
cercano al nivel en otras partes de 
las Am"ricas. 

El homicidio causa severos es-
tragos en familias y comunidades. 

Andr"s Marroqu%n experi-
ment# esto en su Guatemala nativa, 
donde ve%a regularmente polic%as y 
ambulancias recuperando cuerpos 
a lo largo de las carreteras p'blicas. 

ªTengo amigos que han sido 
asesinadosº, dijo Marroqu%n, pro-
fesor auxiliar de econom%a en 
la Universidad de Wisconsin en 
Superior. El resultado, "l dijo, es 
ªparanoia, uno teme salir de la 
casaº. 

Su preocupaci#n por el prob-
lema lo llev# a estudiar los factores 
que contribuyen a la violencia en 
pa%ses de todo el mundo. En un 
an&lisis estad%stico "l encontr# que 
algunos de los factores culpados a 
menudo por la creciente violencia 
Ð la pobreza, la creciente urban-
izaci#n, hasta la desigualdad de in-
gresos Ð no son signi$ cativos. 

En todo el mundo los pa%ses 
m&s violentos ten%an m&s diver-
sidad "tnica y ling/%stica, menores 
niveles educativos y una d"bil regla 
de ley. Las tasas m&s altas est&n en 
Am"rica Latina, "l dijo. 

Las tasas de homicidio en 
Am"rica Latina podr%an ser afecta-
das por la disponibilidad de armas, 
especialmente despu"s de las guer-
ras civiles centroamericanas de la 
d"cada de 1980, y los con3 ictos de 
mucho tiempo de toda la regi#n. 
Pero los esfuerzos de calcular el 
impacto de factores tales como 
las armas y el narcotr&$ co son ob-
staculizados por falta de datos, dijo 
Marroqu%n. 

En su estudio del 2009 de las 
tasas mundiales de homicidio, ªla 
variable m&s fuerte es el gobiernoº, 
particularmente la e$ cacia del 
sistema judicial, dijo Marroqu%n a 
CNS. La implicaci#n para los legis-
ladores es que los escasos recursos 
se pudieran utilizar mejor para re-
ducir la corrupci#n y aumentar la 
efectividad en el sistema judicial de 
un pa%s, "l dijo. 

Marroqu%n enfatiz# que prob-
ablemente hay variaci#n entre las 

regiones, entre los pa%ses y hasta 
dentro de pa%ses. En Guatemala, 
por ejemplo, "l ha encontrado que 
las tasas de homicidio en el este son 
tres veces la del oeste. ;l sospecha 
que eso podr%a ser debido a las ru-
tas del narcotr&$ co, pero carece de 
los datos para un an&lisis detallado. 

En M"xico, donde ha habido 
asesinatos de alto per$ l de grupos 
juveniles, e incluso de algunos ni-
(os, muchos observadores culpan 
el crimen organizado, asociado 
con el narcotr&$ co, por la alta tasa 
de asesinatos. 

Las conferencias episcopales 
de la regi#n han hablado abierta-
mente acerca de estos problemas. 
En una carta pastoral publicada 
en el 2010, los obispos de M"xico 
escribieron: ªLa violencia juvenil 
no es nueva, pero se est& haciendo 
m&s aguda. La adicci#n a las dro-
gas y el crimen relacionado con 
pandillas son s%ntomas de la pro-
fundidad del problema, que es el 
resultado, entre otras cosas, de la 
fuerte dosis de violencia y agresivi-
dad que los j#venes reciben todos 
los d%as a trav"s de los medios de 
comunicaci#nº, la cual no es con-
trapesada por la educaci#n de va-
lores "ticos. 

ªEsto es complicado por la falta 
de oportunidades de empleo y de 
crecimiento personalº, escribieron. 

En las favelas de R%o, dicen los 
psic#logos, los chicos procuran 
emular a los narcotra$ cantes, 
quienes tienen dinero y autom#-
viles llamativos. Ellos comienzan 
haciendo diligencias y gradual-
mente se hacen distribuidores. 
Las pandillas juveniles de Am"rica 
Central no est&n necesariamente 
vinculadas con el comercio de la 
droga, pero tambi"n reclutan ni-
(os como mensajeros y los chicos 
eventualmente quedan atrapados 
en la vida pandillera. 

ªEllos buscan los chicos m&s 
vulnerablesº, tales como aquellos 
de familias de un solo padre que 
tienen poca supervisi#n en casa, 
dijo Jones. ªUno es alguien porque 
uno es un miembro de una pan-
dillaº. 

Para prevenci#n, ªuno necesita 
llegarle a los adolescentes antes que 
se involucrenº en pandillas, "l dijo. 

Homicidios juveniles: Problema de salud p•blica 

Catholic News Service

Una jovencita y un perro se aprecian cerca de un policía armado, mientras el agente catea una casa durante un opera-
tivo  contra vendedores de estupefacientes en Rocinha slum en Rio de Janeiro el 19 de abril. La disponibilidad de armas 
en Brasil es visto como un factor determinante en la tasa de homicidios la cual se ha duplicado a partir de los 90’s
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PROTECTING GOD'S PEOPLE
Suspected misconduct with minors 
should be reported to the Bishop 
or Vicar General (P. 0. Box 2279, 
Brownsville, TX 78522-2279, 956-
542-2501).

PROTEGIENDO 
AL PUEBLO DE DIOS
Una sospecha de mala conducta con 
los menores de edad deber! repor-
tarse al Se"or Obispo o al Vicario 
General al (956) 542-2501 (P.O. Box 
2279, Brownsville, TX 78522-2279).

prophecy is that of the su< ering 
servant in the book of Isaiah.  In 
Isaiah 5=:11-12 we hear:  ª> rough 
his su< ering, my servant shall 
justify many, and their guilt he shall 
bear¼.And he shall take away the 
sins of many, and win pardon for 
their o< enses.º  > is is from the 
$ rst reading we hear every Good 
Friday.

> e Anamnesis comes next 
and in this part of the prayer we 
remember and recall the saving 
death and resurrection of the Lord.  
> is remembering is not simply 
calling to mind what happened 
historically two thousand years ago.  
More importantly, the passion, 

death and resurrection are present 
to us now at every Eucharist.  > is 
is followed by the O< ering  where 
the priest o< ers to the Father the 
perfect self-o< ering of Jesus Christ.  
Intercessions follow next where 
prayers are o< ered for the living 
and the dead.  > e Eucharistic 
Prayer concludes with a Doxology 
in which praise is given to God the 
Father through, with and in Christ 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit.

In the next installment we will 
treat the Memorial Acclamation 
and Great Amen to the Eucharistic 
Prayer.  

 Ð
Father Greg Labus serves as Coor-
dinator of Liturgy & Worship in the 
Diocese of Brownsville and is pastor 
of Our Lady of Mercy in Mercedes.

Eucharistic Prayer,
continued from pg. 8

www.cdob.org

New feature on # e Valley 
Catholic page of the Diocese 
of Brownsville's website.

Every Monday, a new Church of the 
Week is featured on the diocesan 
website with a two-minute slideshow 
and a short pro$ le and informa-
tion about what makes the church 
distinctive.
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Spirit.º  Most important of all, he 
said, ªWe are all held together by 
the fact that we are all fed by the 
same body and blood of the Lord. 
It is the gi!  of the Lord himself as 
He gives himself to us completely. 
" at is what really animates the 
Church and gives us our identity.º

He pointed out that ªone of 
the great tasks before the Church 
today¼is to animate our own 
Catholic faithful to appreciate 
how important it is that we par-
ticipate in the Mass.º

ªI think the great urgency we 
have is to evangelize to our own 
Catholic people who do not al-
ways appreciate what a great gi!  
we have.º

He asked those in attendance 
to pray for one another and 
support the work of the whole 
Church.

ªWe can't all work on every-
thing¼.that it is why it is so beau-
tiful in the Church that we have 
so many di# erent retreat move-
ments, prayer groups, societies, 
because each one can do a certain 
thing that nobody else can do. It's 
like a part of the body that has to 
be alive and breathing so that the 
whole body can celebrate and re-
joice.º

Bishop Flores also encouraged 
the members of the di# erent lay 
movements and apostolates to 
think about the part each has to 
play in the new evangelization.

ªWhat we have to recognize 
is that the message we take to the 
world is that we as human be-
ings are not complete, we are not 

ful$ lled, we are not who we are 
meant to be as a just and peace-
ful and happy people rejoicing in 
the gi! s we have, we are not that 
people until we have a personal 
encounter with the God who 
loves us,º he said.  

" e bishop emphasized ªthat 
we have to renew within our own 
culture a sense that God is not 
just an option.º He added, ªIt is an 
illusion for the human being to 
think that we can build a perfect 
world without God.º

So that others may know God, 
Bishop Flores said, ªWe must be a 
people who invite others to share 
in this life we receive from God. 
" at is our message. Our mes-
sage is a message of joy which an-
nounces that God has shown his 
face and he is a God whose heart 
is for you, and our mission is to 
take the message and invite ev-
eryone we meet to meet this Lord, 
who is Jesus Christ, so that they 
too can know the joy, the peace 
of that encounter with the living 
God.º

ª" e Church cannot be who 
she is supposed to be unless she 
is sharing the message of the en-
counter with the living God.º

Deacon Luis Zuniga, who 
coordinates the evangelization 
initiative in the diocese, agrees 
lay apostolic movements are im-
portant. He said ªmembers of the 
di# erent movements and aposto-
lates seek to bring Christ to oth-
ers and they do it well for they are 
deeply rooted in the places where 
Christ most needs to be known 
in this diverse and unique border 
diocese of the Rio Grande Valley.º

He added ªtheir e# ectiveness 
depends on their cooperative ef-
fort and the mutual support for 

each other and their commitment 
to the Church.º

Some of the movements and 
apostolates in the diocese include 
Knights of Columbus, Serra Club, 
Catholic Daughters, Cursillos de 
Cristiandad, ACTS, Movimiento 
Familiar Cristiano, Couples for 
Christ, Renovacion Carismatica, 
Disciples in Mission, Encuentro 
Matrimonial, Marriage Encoun-
ter, Catholic Engaged Encounter, 
Divine Mercy, Altar & Rosary 
Society, Catholics United for the 
Faith, Oblates of St. Benedict 
Monastery of the Good Shep-
herd, " ird Order Franciscans, 
Encuentro Catolico Musical, 
Apostolado de la Cruz, Comuni-
dad AMA, Real Men Pray the Ro-
sary, RGV Catholic Men's Fellow-
ship, Legion of Mary, Schoenstatt 
Movement, ProLife Apostolate. 

from the U.S. Leadership Team of 
the Missionary Sisters of the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary. 

Sister Carolyn Kosub, who 
serves as the o%  ce manager and 
grant writer for Proyecto Desarrol-
lo Humano, said that Sister Roch-
tus has dedicated her life to teach-
ing the youngest of students and 
shares a special bond with them. 

ªSister Carola clicks with the 
small children,º Sister Kosub said. 
ªShe has a unique way of making 
learning fun for them.  She is strict, 
but loving. Whenever her current 
and former students see her, their 
faces light up and they give her big 
hugs.º 

ªShe has been a dynamo in the 
community,º said Sister Emily Joc-
son, executive director of Proyecto 
Desarrollo Humano. ªShe has a lot 
of energy, especially when dealing 
with kids. She has a childlike en-
thusiasm about anything and ev-
erything.º  

Sister Rochtus looks back on her 
50 years as a religious sister fondly 
but remembers that answering the 
Lord's call presented its challenges.  

When she was 19, a recruiter 
from the Missionary Sisters of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary visited 
her hometown and handed out 
brochures printed with the words, 
ªGod Is Calling You,º she recalled. 
" at same evening, at around 11 
p.m., she wrote a letter expressing 
her interest in the community. 

ªI was so excited,º Sister Rochtus 
said. ªI couldn't wait to join them.º

Her family, especially her moth-
er, however, did not approve of her 
decision to become a religious sis-
ter.  

ªI de$ ed my mother,º Sister 
Rochtus said. ªI told her I was go-
ing to a youth retreat but really, 
I went to visit the convent for the 
weekend.º 

When she returned home, the 
truth came out and Sister Rochtus' 
family was not pleased. Against 
their wishes, she entered the con-
vent. 

 ªWe could not have any calls 
or visitors for six weeks,º Sister 
Rochtus said. ªOn the day we could 
$ nally accept visitors, I did not ex-
pect anyone from my family to visit 
me because they were not happy 
about my decision but there they 
were. My mother and one of my 
brothers came to see me.º 

Belgium, which is traditionally 
Catholic, used to be a top mission-
sending country but the numbers 
have dwindled in recent years. 

A video crew from Belgium 
visited Sister Rochtus in Pe(itas re-
cently to capture key components 
of her life as a missionary sister. " e 
video will be used in an upcoming 
documentary about the decline 
of missions from Belgium. Sister 
Rochtus said that there are only 34 
missionary sisters from Belgium in 
active ministry worldwide. 

Before arriving in Pe(itas, Sis-
ter Rochtus served in Los Angeles 
Catholic schools for a combined 38 
years beginning in 1961, leaving for 
one year in 1967 to study abroad in 
London and for $ ve years in 1970 
to teach in Yonkers, N.Y.

ªWhen I was told I was going 
to California, my response was, 
`where is that?' Sister Rochtus said. 
ªI had never heard of it. I was sur-
prised to be going to the United 
States because it is not exactly the 
$ rst place you think of when you 
think of mission work.º  

But Sister Rochtus quickly re-
alized that there is lots of mission 
work to be done in the U.S., espe-
cially with new immigrants striving 
to build a new life in a new land. 

ªI must say it has been a real 
mission experience for me,º she 
said. ªI have interacted with mostly 
children and families from Mexico, 
welcoming them to this country. It 
has been wonderful, a real bless-
ing.º 

Mercedes 
SACRED HEART               7
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ST PIUS X                                              71
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ST JOSEPH’S                                          13
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If your parish is not listed, there 
is still time to participate. Contact 
Rosie Rodriguez at )956* 781-5323 
for envelopes and appeal materi-
als. 
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continued from pg. 3

Commitment,
continued from pg. 3

whenever possible. " is respect 
spills over to the respect one has 
for the Church even in how one 
dresses. In my own parish I notice 
that at the Spanish Masses, people 
generally dress more formally than 
at the English Masses.

" e rituals that are part and 
parcel of many Hispanic families 
are not only instructive of our 
Catholic values but also opportu-
nities for families to create their 
own rituals that connect them.   
When my daughter was about 5 or 
6 years old I was attending an out 
of town conference and called her 
from a pay phone at a restaurant. 
At the end of the conversation, she 
told me ªMom, put the telephone 
on your foreheadº and I asked her 
what for; and she said ªSo that I 
can give you a blessing.º To this 
day, anytime either of us is out 
of town, we say ªWho goes $ rstº 
and place the cell phone on our 
forehead for the blessing. Like in 
many Hispanic families, we had 
grown up receiving a blessing on 
the forehead by our grandparents. 

Using ªSpanish Dichosº con-
nect us to our culture but also 

teach and instruct in just a few 
words. Dichos such as ªDime con 
qui+n andas, y te dir+ qui+n eresº; 
ªDe tal palo, tal estillaº. " ese 
Spanish sayings, like the Proverbs 
hold powerful teachings: Proverbs 
17:1 Better a dry crust with peace 
than a house full of feasting with 
strife.º   

" e a! ernoon ªmeriendaº of 
co# ee and ªpan dulceº and also 
the family meal are rituals that 
not only cultivate family unity 
and bonding but also remind us 
of the connection between the 
Table of the Lord: the Eucharist 
and the family table; and remind 
us of the importance of nurturing 
our Domestic Church: the family 
and being nurtured by the Word 
of God and by the Eucharist at our 
Parish Liturgy.

In her book It's all in the Frijo-
les, author Yolanda Nava compiles 
stories, dichos, folktales, and 
words of wisdom from 100 famous 
Latinos highlighting the cultural 
values of responsibility, respect, 
hard work, loyalty, faith, honesty, 
courage, humility, temperance, 
prudence, justice, fortitude, chas-
tity, and charity. May these values 
continue to be woven into the 
fabric of the faith and culture in 
our families.

Values,
continued from pg. 4

in the life of Blessed  John Paul 
II, including the town of Wado-
wice, Poland where he was born 
and Krakow, where he attended 
university and studied at a secret 
seminary that had been closed by 
Nazi troops. 

" ey also visited the hilltop 
shrine of Kalwaria Zebrzydows-
ka, Blessed John Paul II's child-
hood shrine and favorite Marian 
devotion site, which was built in 
the 17th century. 

During his last visit to the 
shrine of Kalwaria Zebrzydows-
ka, Blessed John Paul II said he 
had found strength there and 
counted on Polish Catholics to 
continue coming to the shrine ªto 
ask Mary to obtain for us unity 
of faith, unity of mind and spir-
it, unity in families and unity in 
society,º according to a report by 
Catholic News Service.

Blessed John Paul II visited 
the shrine for the $ rst time as a 
young boy, a! er the death of his 
mother. 

ªHis father pointed to an im-
age of the Blessed Mother and 
told him, f̀rom now on, this will 
be your mother,'º said Sonia Me-
jia, a parishioner of Holy Spirit 
Church in McAllen, who went 

on the pilgrimage. ªHe took what 
his father said to heart and took 
Mother Mary in as his mother for 
the rest of his life. It was an inspi-
ration to see how strong John Paul 
II's faith was. It was a reminder 
that no matter what happens in 
our lives, we have to hold on to 
our faith and hold on to Mother 
Mary's hand to get us through 
what we are going through.º 

" e group also visited the city 
of Lagiewniki, a suburb of Kra-
kow, where the Shrine of Divine 
Mercy is located. It was there that 
Christ passed on the message of 
Divine Mercy to St. Faustina. 
" e sanctuary houses the grace-
working image of Merciful Jesus 
and the relics of St. Faustina. " e 
Shrine was dedicated by Pope 
John Paul II in 2002.

ªPope John Paul II believed 
the message of Divine Mercy was 
the message of the century,º Bar-
rera said. ªHe believed that the 
three o'clock prayer, the hour that 
recalls the death of Jesus on the 
cross, was the hour of great mercy 
for the whole world.º 

A! er the trip to Poland, the 
group departed for Rome and 
attended the beati$ cation Mass, 
spending more than 15 hours 
in St. Peter's Square. More than 
a million people assembled for 
the Mass, according to Catholic 
News Service.

Msgr. Brum said the experi-

ence was extra special because 
Blessed John Paul II was a man of 
our time. 

ªMost of the saints that are 
beati$ ed or canonized usually are 
from another era, who we read 
about in books,º Msgr. Brum said. 
ªJohn Henry Newman, Elizabeth 
Ann Seton and many others, we 
do not know them in life, we 
know of them from history. All 
of us, however, have some expe-
rience with Pope John Paul II, 
maybe not personal, but at least 
through the television. We all 
knew him in life.º 

Msgr. Brum concelebrated 
Mass with Blessed John Paul II 
and distrubuted Holy Commu-
nion at the canonization Mass of 
St. Faustina in 2000, an experi-
ence he cherishes. 

ªEvery time I caught a 
glimpse of Pope John Paul II, 
there was something there, some-
thing extraordinary,º Msgr. Brum 
said. ªNot just because he was our 
shepherd, our leader, it was more 
than that. He truly strived to be a 
living witness of Christ.º   

Brum added that it was $ tting 
that Pope John Paul II was beati-
$ ed on Divine Mercy Sunday. 

ªHe died on Divine Mercy 
Sunday, he promoted the message 
of Divine Mercy and designated 
Divine Mercy Sunday,º Msgr. 
Brum said. ªIt was the ideal day 
for his beati$ cation.º

John Paul II,
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More than 1,200 members of lay 
ecclesial movements, apostolates and 
Disciples in Mission attended a special 
Mass on May 28 at the Basilica of Our 
Lady of San Juan del Valle- National 
Shrine.
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his native Izon, English, Spanish, 
French and Portuguese and in 
more than 350 churches in the 
United States.

Father Selemobri is also the 
author of the book, ªStations of 
the Resurrection,º which was 
approved by Daniel Cardinal 
DiNardo and includes a foreword 
by Archbishop Emeritus Joseph A. 
Fiorenza of Galveston-Houston. 

Deacon Castilleja said that 
Father Selemobri is excited about 
his anniversary celebration and 
has invited many friends, co-
workers and pilgrims from the 
basilica to join him. 

ªAll he wants is for the people 
to be there and celebrate with him,º 
Deacon Castilleja said. ªNothing 
would make him happier. Father 
Matthias loves being among the 
people.º 

Father Selemobri was ordained 
a priest for the service of the 
Missionaries of St. Paul on June 22, 
1991 in Abuja, Nigeria. Founded 

in 1977 by Dominic Cardinal 
Ekandem, one of the charisms of 
the Missionaries of St. Paul is to 
serve where there is apathy among 
Catholics.

ªWe want to inspire those who 
are tired or bored of the Catholic 
faith,º Father Selemobri said.  

Father Selemobri said he is 
dedicating his anniversary to 
three causes: to pray for families, 
to raise awareness and funds for 
the massacre in his hometown of 
Ayakoromo in the Delta State of 
Nigeria and to pray for and raise 
money for the seminarians of his 
community in Nigeria.

 ̂ e Joint Military Task Force 
(JTF) attacked Ayakoromo on Dec. 
1, 2010 in an attempt to apprehend 
or kill John Togo, the leader of a 
militant group.  ̂ e attack resulted 
in the destruction of hundreds of 
structures, including the family 
home of Father Selemobri. 
 ̂ ousands of innocent people 
were le‰  without shelter and many 
lives were lost, though the exact 
number is not known. 

ª ̂ ey bombed, killed and 
raised my hometown,º Father 
Selemobri said. ªMy immediate 

family was spared. My father, 
who has kidney problems, was 
out of the city receiving a dialysis 
treatment and my mother was 
with him. Several cousins and 
friends, however, lost their lives.º 

 ̂ e second of nine children, 
Father Selemobri was born into a 
devout, Š rst-generation Christian 
family.  

ªI was Catholic from the 
womb,º he said. ªWe prayed Š ve 
decades of the Rosary every 
morning and every evening as a 
family.º 

At age 14, he was sent to a 
boarding school away from his 
hometown. He began attending 
daily Mass and reading the New 
Testament of his own volition. He 
joined the church choir and the 
Legion of Mary.

ªStudying the Bible made me 
love Jesus, especially his wisdom,º 
Father Selemobri said. ªHe had an 
answer to every question I asked of 
him.º 

Eventually, he began inviting 
other students from his school to 
Mass.

ªIn my mind, I was deeply 
overjoyed to bring them to the 

Lord Jesus,º Father Selemobri said.
 ̂ at joy evolved into a call to 

the priesthood, to a strong desire 
to bring more and more people to 
the Lord.

ªI hope I am not being 
presumptuous but the Lord Jesus 
has fulŠ lled my wish to bring more 
people to Him,º Father Selemobri 
said. 

A‰ er his ordination, 
Father Selemobri served in the 
Missionaries of St. Paul seminary 
in Nigeria in the areas of formation 
and vocations for four years. He 
spent a year in Cameroon before 
coming to the United States in 
1996, arriving in Houston to 
serve as Director of Mission 
Development for his community. 

Father Selemobri arrived in 
the Diocese of Brownsville a‰ er 
spending a year in the Diocese of 
Dodge City in Kansas. 

Here in the Rio Grande Valley, 
he is enjoying brushing up on his 
Spanish and hopes that his little 
reminders to read the Bible lead to 
greater expressions of faith.  

ª ̂ e day I die, I want to be 
able to say, `Jesus, I gave them your 
Word,' º he said.  
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»From the Bookshelf

   

Please submit your schedule to be published 
in • e Valley Catholic by the € rst Friday of 
each month by email at  tdeleon@cdob.org  

or fax: (956) 784-5082.

» Calendar of Events

May  
1 Divine Mercy Sunday 
            
3 National Teacher’s Day

3 Professional Day 
         (Of! ce of Catechesis) 
              
5 Cinco de Mayo             
6 Walkathon 
 (Catholic Schools Of! ce)
            
7 Convalidation Conference 
 (Family Life Of! ce)            
8 Mother’s Day
 
9 Counselors’ Meeting 
          (Catholic Schools Of! ce) 

6-12  Nurses’ Week  
            
12 Principals’ Meeting             
 (Catholic Schools Of! ce) 
                   
13 13th Annual Golf Classic and  
           Car Raf" e (Our Lady of  
           Sorrows, McAllen)

13-15 Catholic Engaged   
  Encounter (Family Life  
  Of! ce)

14 Spring Festival 
 Our Lady of Mercy, Mercedes

14 Divine Mercy Conference
 Weslaco

15  Armed Forces Day 

17 Diocesan Council Metting 
 (Catholic Schools Of! ce) 

21 Oblate Trail Ride
 (Development Of! ce)  

21 Catholic Charities Gala

 
21-22   Retiro Pre-Matrimonial  
  (Family Life Of! ce) 
 
30 Memorial Day
       Diocesan Of! ces Closed

              June  
2-4      Summer Study Days 
       (Of! ce of Catechesis) 
            
2 Meeting for World Youth Day  
         2011, San Juan  

5 World Environment Day   

5  Ascension 

9  Advisory Team Meeting 
           (Of! ce of Catechesis) 
 
10-12  Catholic Youth  
               Conference 

11  New Life/Remarriage Retreat 
           (Family Life Of! ce) 

12  Pentecost 
 
14  Flag Day

18  Father/Son Program 
          (Family Life Of! ce)
  
19  Trinity Sunday 
                   
19  Father’s Day 

21   First day of summer  

22-26 Benedictines Monks Lead  
  Monastic Experience   
  Dallas

26  Corpus Christi Sunday  
 

»Worth Watching

Recommended by  SISTER MAUREEN CROSBY, SSD
Coordinator of the Media Resource Center - Diocese of Brownsville

»Media Resource Center 

you seek the Living One among 
the dead? He is not here, but He 
has been raisedº (Gospel of Saint 
Luke 24). At the center of our 
Catholic Christian worship is the 
Holy Eucharist, our spiritual food 
for our journey to the heavenly 
banquet. 

Bishop Daniel E. Flores 
celebrated a special Mass with  
all members and leaders of the 
di! erent diocesan lay ecclesial 
movements and apostolates on 
May 28 at the Basilica of Our 
Lady of San Juan. At this Mass 
Bishop Flores spoke about the 

ªNew Evangelization in the Rio 
Grande Valleyº. 

As we approach the feast of 
Pentecost on June 12, may the 
Holy Spirit continue to give our 
committed brothers and sisters of 
all the lay movements and apos-
tolates in our diocese the grace 
necessary to continue the good 
work of evangelization as we wit-
ness Christ in the world.

 ªSuddenly a sound came 
from heaven like the rush of a 
mighty wind, and it Š lled all the 
house where they were sitting. 
And there appeared to them 
tongues as of Š re, distributed and 
resting on each one of them. And 
they were all Š lled with the Holy 
Spiritº (Acts 2:2-3) 

Mission,
continued from pg. 5

Bishop Emeritus Raymundo J. Pe!a's Calendar

June 1-3 All day Installation of Bishop Felipe Estevez
June 3 5 p.m. Mass ± Sacred Heart    Mercedes
June 4 10 a.m. Ordination of Manuel Razo & Joaquin Zerme"o   
       San Juan 
June 4 5 p.m.  ConŠ rmationa ± Holy Spirit  Progreso  
June 5 9:15 a.m. Mass - Sacred Heart   Mercedes  
June 5 11 a.m.  Mass - Sacred Heart   Mercedes
June 10-11 All day Catholic Youth Conference  McAllen  
June 11 9 a.m.  ConŠ rmations ± Sacred Heart  Hidalgo  
June 15-17 All day  USCCB Spring Meeting  Seattle  
June 26 11 a.m.  Mass - Holy Family   Brownsville
June 27-30 All day Espiscopal onogoing formation ±  Virginia  
   Catholic Leaders Institute       

On going: 
Mass at St. Joseph Chapel of Perpetual Adoration, 727 Bowie St., Alamo
8 a.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
6 p.m. on Tuesdays and  ̂ ursdays
4 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays. 

Holy Hour will be heldWeekly every • ursday at 7 p.m., 727 Bowie St., Alamo

1st:  Vocations to the Consecrated Life (active and contemplative) and for the 
Sisters and Brothers in our diocese and the success of their mission 
2nd:  Vocations to the Permanent Diaconate the deacons (permanent and 
transitional) of the diocese and their families 
3rd :  Vocation to Married Life: for the welfare and sancti€ cation of all the 
families in the diocese and for building up the Kingdom in our domestic churches 
4th:  Vocations to the priesthood and the priests of the diocese for the success of 
their ministry 
5th • ursday: Vocations to the Migrants from the Valley and Immigrants.  

professionalism of white coats 
and institutional protocols. Great 
care, discretion, and courage 
are required as we seek to avoid 
cooperation in medical situations 
where immoral practices may 

not only be tolerated, but even at 
times almost imposed on us.

---
Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his 

doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and 

did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is 

a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, 

and serves as the Director of Education at 

! e National Catholic Bioethics Center in 

Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.org

Evil,
continued from pg. 6

Author: Mike Hayes 
Publisher: Paulist Press (2007) 
Length: 208 pages, paperback 
The facts: Provides ideas for an 
effective and ministerial approach 
to youth and young adults. The 
author has worked within the 
Catholic Church trying to discern 
the needs of young adults (those 
between the ages of 18 and 
39, both married and single). 
Hayes has uncovered a wealth of 
material pertaining to their identity, 
longings, beliefs, af! liations, and 
vocational pursuits.

Author: Lisa Suhay 
Publisher: Paraclete Press (2000) 
Length: 164 pages   
The facts: A collection of modern 
fables, the book teaches lessons 
with the comfort and wisdom we 
remember from the lore of our 
childhood. Instead of advising or 
preaching, it allows the reader to 
take a breather from a world where 
problems demand immediate 
solutions. Though we have grown 
and our problems have become 
more complex, many solutions 
remain as simple as remembering 
the basics of love, honesty, 
friendship and faith. 

Googling God Tell Me A Story 

Format:DVD
Publisher: U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (2011)
Length:18 brief video segments 
The facts: Discusses the changes 
in the Mass from the Roman 
Missal, Third Edition. Provides 
down-to-earth examples, frequent 
illustrations, and brief glimpses of 
the new texts.  Includes leader’s 
guide on CD-ROM.  

Catholic Update 
Guide to Changes 
in Mass

Format: Piano-Organ-Choral-Guitar 
Accompaniment Book
Authors: David Kauffman and 
William Gokelman
Publisher: Good for the Soul Music 
(2011)  
The facts: A great resource for 
musical leaders complete with 
everything you will need to prepare 
for the implementation of the 
Roman Missal, Third Edition. 
Includes separate Piano/Vocal, 
Organ/Vocal and Guitar/Vocal 
scores for minimal page turns. 

Mass of 
Renewal 

Father Matthias,
continued from pg. 9
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the new priest at his parish, Father 
Ruperto Ayala, and began serving 
the parish through a number of 
ministries. He even accompanied 
Father Ayala to rural missions.

It was there that he received the 
call to the priesthood a! er observ-
ing how happy Father Ayala was 
sharing the Good News with the 
people, especially the poor.  

ª" e following day, I was over-
whelmed with the feeling that I 
wanted to be a priest,º Razo said. 

Razo entered the seminary 
with plans to serve the Diocese 
of Matamoros, studying there 
for seven years. Due to medical 
reasons, he had to take a year o#  
from his studies. Razo rested and 
recovered in Edinburg, where his 
family owns a home. A seminar-
ian friend in formation to serve 
the Diocese of Brownsville invited 
him to explore the possibility of 
staying in the Rio Grande Valley. 
A! er meeting the seminarians and 
several priests from the area, Razo 
ultimately decided to join the Dio-
cese of Brownsville.

ªI never thought I would be 
here in the United States,º said 
Razo, who is pursuing a License in 
Sacramental " eology from Mun-

delein Seminary in Illinois. ªI don't 
know why God called me here but 
I love this diocese. " e people are 
warm and welcoming and they 
have such a strong faith. " ey love 
their Catholic Church.º

Razo, who has a strong devo-
tion to the Divine Mercy and Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, prays he will 
always be a priest of the people.  

ªWhen I pray, I ask God to give 
me the gi!  of love for the people 
above anything else,º he said. ªA 
priest can be very intelligent and a 
great scholar but if he does not put 
it to the service of the people, then 
it is useless. My $ rst priority will be 
the people.º 

Razo earned a Master of Divin-
ity from Mundelein Seminary. Just 
hours a! er his ordination, Razo 
celebrated a Mass of " anksgiving 
on June 4 at St. Joseph the Worker 
Church in McAllen, where he once 
served as an intern. 

Deacon Joaquin Zerme•o
For Brownsville native Deacon 

Joaquin Zerme%o, 39, the Christ-
mas morning snow in 2004 served 
as a little nudge to start him on the 
path to priesthood. 

ªI was discerning whether or 
not to $ ll out the application for 
the seminary and then it snowed 
on Christmas morning,º he said. 
ªI was thinking, `let's not try to ask 

for too many signs here, just $ ll it 
out and get the stu#  in.'º  

" e call to the priesthood came 
early in life for Zerme%o, who 
earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Computer Science from the Uni-
versity of Texas at Brownsville/
Texas Southmost College. He was 
working as a computer technician 
before entering the seminary. 

ª" e call came early on but I 
was just negotiating with God, but 
apparently God gets his way no 
matter what,º he said. 

Zerme%o went to the seminary 
to truly discern God's will for his 
life. 

ªYou don't just come to semi-
nary to learn how to be a priest,º 
he said. ªYou also come to $ gure 
out if it is your calling, to get your 
thoughts straight. It is the best set-
ting for a man if he has a calling. 
I went in thinking, `I will give it a 
year,' ± that was six years ago.º 

One aspect that Zerme%o was 
always sure of was his desire to 
serve the faithful of the Rio Grande 
Valley. 

ª" e Valley is my home,º he 
said. ªI'm from Brownsville, born 
and raised. It never entered my 
mind to look at anything outside 
of the diocese.º 

Further research into the 
priest-to-Catholic ratio in the Val-
ley versus other parts of the U.S. 

only solidi$ ed his want to serve 
the Diocese of Brownsville. " ere 
is one priest for every 8,376 Catho-
lics in the Valley, according to the 
latest o&  cial $ gures. Nationally, 
there is one priest for every 1,640 
Catholics. 

" e son of Juan and Dolores 
Zerme%o, he was raised in a de-
vout Catholic home.

ªWe've always been a church-
going family,º said Zerme%o, who 
has a strong devotion to the Holy 
Family. ª" ere was always in-
volvement at church from early 
on, $ rst as an altar server and then 
through other ministries. My faith 
has always been a focal part of my 
life.º 

As a priest, Zerme%o hopes to 
encourage his ( ock to step out of 
their comfort zones when it comes 

to their faith. He would like to see 
more people put their faith into 
action, go beyond the quick and 
easy answers and develop a more 
intimate and meaningful relation-
ship with God. 

Zerme%o earned a Master of 
Divinity from Ponti$ cal College 
Josephinum in Ohio.  Following 
his ordination, Zerme%o celebrat-
ed a Mass of " anksgiving at his 
childhood parish of Mary, Mother 
of the Church in Brownsville on 
June 5.

ªI am looking forward to cele-
brating the Mass,º he said. ªWhen 
I am on the altar as deacon looking 
at the priest hold up the Eucharist, 
it's such as an exciting moment. It 
makes me want to leap up and do 
the next part already. I'm ready for 
the next role.º 

By ROSE YBARRA
" e Valley Catholic

Deacon Augusto Chapa's 
voice choked up as he 
recalled the moment in 

1997 that a doctor told him that 
his wife, Mela was not going to 
live a! er she su# ered a double 
cerebral aneurysm. 

ª" e doctor said, `we did 
everything we could but your wife 
didn't respond,'º Deacon Chapa 
recalled during a presentation at 
a For Better and Forever retreat 
for engaged couples. ªI felt like 
someone pulled the rug from 
under my feet. It was the worst 
moment of my life.º

Against the odds, Mrs. Chapa 
not only survived, but is doing 
extremely well. " e couple 
credits prayer for her remarkable 
recovery. " ey share their story 
with engaged couples to remind 
them of the power of prayer 

and the importance of having a 
Christ-centered marriage. 

Ten to 15 percent of patients 
su# ering from a brain aneurysm 
will die before reaching the 
hospital and more than 50 
percent will die within the $ rst 
30 days a! er rupture. Of those 

who survive, about half su# er 
permanent brain damage, 
according to the American 
Society of Interventional and 
" erapeutic Neuroradiology.  

ªPrayer is powerful,º said 
Deacon Chapa, 68, who serves at 
St. Cecilia Church in Los Fresnos. 

ª" e power of prayer can break 
through anything, anybody or 
whatever it is that is hindering us. 
We know God is alive, we know 
Christ is present because we felt 
His hand moving over us. We saw 
Jesus Ð He took us in His arms 
and He saved us.º 

Deacon and Mrs. Chapa began 
volunteering with the Family Life 
O&  ce more than 12 years ago 
and make presentations in both 
English and Spanish at seven 
retreats a year.  

Mrs. Chapa, 67, believes the 
Lord gave her a second chance at 
life so that she and her husband 
could minister to families 
together, especially to engaged 
and married couples.  Her illness, 
she said, also brought her own 
family closer. 

ªGod let me live for a reason,º 
Mrs. Chapa said. ª" roughout 
our marriage, we have seen the 
hand of God and His wonders 
over and over again. God has 
been good to us.º 

Early in their marriage, 
Deacon Chapa almost lost a leg 
due to a work injury and more 
recently, he battled and survived 
cancer. While undergoing cancer 
treatments, Deacon Chapa 
carried out his responsibilities as 
deacon and continued to make 

presentations for the Family Life 
O&  ce. 

Deacon and Mrs. Chapa will 
celebrate 49 years of marriage on 
June 10. Lydia Pesina, director 
of the Family Life O&  ce for the 
Diocese of Brownsville, said the 
couple has not only had a long 
marriage but an ªaliveº marriage.  

ª" ey are very grounded in 
the faith and they express that 
in all their presentations,º Pesina 
said. ª" ey have a spark about 
them a! er being married for 
almost 50 years. " ey are a great 
witness for the young couples 
and a wonderful blessing to the 
)Family Life* O&  ce.º 

Deacon and Mrs. Chapa reside 
in Olmito and have two sons and 
four grandchildren. 

When asked what their secret 
has been to a long and happy 
marriage, Mrs. Chapa said, ªWe 
still act like teenagers in love. 
We go out on dates; we eat lunch 
together every day.º  

" eir faith has also played a 
major role in the success of their 
marriage. 

ªBoth relationships Ð our 
marital relationship and our 
relationship with God Ð work 
together,º Deacon Chapa said. 
ª" ey cling together, they cannot 
work separately.º 
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`God has been good to us'
In sickness and 
in health couple 
gives back to the 
community
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Deacon Augusto and Mrs. Mela Chapa will celebrate 49 years of marriage on June 10.
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alty is an uphill battle at times, 
especially here in Texas, the state 
that executes more inmates than 
any other state, Castillo said. 

He also sees a huge gap among 
Catholics that need to be edu-
cated on the subject. " e Catho-
lic bishops in the United States 
have been calling for an end to 
the use of the death penalty for 
more than 25 years, according 
to the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops yet many 
Catholics still support the death 
penalty. 

Executing an inmate also 
costs almost four times more 
than keeping an inmate in prison 
for life at the highest security 
level, according to data from the 
Dallas Morning News. Castillo 
would like to see the money al-
loted for executions redirected to 
help victims of crime and their 
families. 

ªWe agree that society should 

be protected from its violent 
o# enders but in doing so, we 
should not continue the cycle 
of violence,º said Jaime Gomez, 
Jail Ministry Coordinator for 
the diocese .ª" ose who commit 
violent crimes should be incar-
cerated but as a society, we also 
need to be aware that signi$ cant 
changes are needed in our prison 
systems to make them true plac-
es of reform and rehabilitation.º  

Castillo said that he tells his 
story as a way of turning some-
thing bad into something posi-
tive. 

ªI love to talk about my 
Mom,º he said. ªIt's a way of 
keeping her alive. I believe that 
God is using this negative expe-
rience and using it for His good-
will. I tell my story a lot di# erent 
now, because I don't have all that 
hatred inside of me that I did 
before. I'm more at peace with 
what happened to my mother. I 
know she is in a better place, that 
she's with God now. If God sees 
$ t to punish these men or if they 
$ nd salvation here on earth, then 
that's God's will.º 

Death penalty,
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