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Youth-Focused

Annual conference open
to high school students.

Kids 2 Kids
Missionaries make home

improvements, donate
medical services.

Against th
Death Penalty

After tragic loss, Castillo
devotes life to !ghting the

death penalty.

Those Who Serve Vistt popes homel

Father E!ri Matthias
Selemobri, MSP celebrates
20th anniversary. E

En Espanol
Articulo sobre Beato
Juan Pablo II.

aVERBUM MITTITUR
SPIRANS AMOREM®

(3ee WORD is sent
breathing love?)

—
their hearts and minds for the
May 1 beati$cation Mass of
N beatiﬁcation’ Pop;e John Paul Il at the Vatic

| think it was very imp
t that we went to Poland be-
e the beati$cation? said Ana
e Barrera, a parishioner of Holy
le Valley Catholic Spirit Church in McAllen. 2t
) gave us the full picture of the life
sgr. Louis Brum, pas- of Pope John Paul II. To say the
tor of Holy Spirit |east, it was a special trip® -
Church in McAllen le group visited numerous
and a group of nine pilgrims sites of historical signi$cance
from the McAllen area visited
Poland in late April to prepare

Catholic News Service

St. Louis in January 1999 during
» Please de@n Paul I| p.14

Invite others to meet Jesus C

Lay movements ask%@ and Disciples in Mission ining procession, also decorated th
atten

dance at a special Mass aide of the sanctuary.
i i the Basilica of Our Lady of San Bishop Flores, who pointed
tO dlscern rOIe In theJuan del Valle- National Shrineout the diversity of the groups
: : on May 28. represented, said he was happ
NeW EVange"Zatlon aWe all do our part? he said,that everyone could come to-
apecause we know the wholggether.
By BRENDA NETTLES RIOJAS Church is healthier when every- 2t is good for us to spend a
e Valley Catholic one is doing that part that wecouple of minutes here as we ce
have been chosen to do and inebrate the great life we have in th
Lay movements have a part to/ited to do by the Lord® diocese represented by all of you
play in the new evangelization, 'e 1,200 lay faithful who to celebrate what we hold in com;
Bishop Daniel E. Flores said.
ale work of the Church is di%erent-colored shirts denotingmembers of the Church?
to make known the glory of thetheir respective groups. Banners 2We all love the Mother of
Lord, Jesus® he told members dior each movement and aposto-God, and we all have the sam

his last visit to the United States|.

$lled the basilica pews woremon and that binds us together as

Pope John Paul Il prays at Mass in

e
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lay ecclesial movements, apostdate, carried in during the open- » Please $eete others p.14

Bishop Flol
ordains
two deacol
to priesthoc

By ROSE YBARRA
le Valley Catholic

Two new priests were ordainet
for the service of the Diocese
Brownsville on June 4 at the Basi
ica of Our Lady of San Juan del Va
le-National Shrine. Bishop Danie
E. Flores conferred the Sacrame
of Holy Orders on Deacon Manue
Alfredo Razo and Deacon Joaqui
Zerme'o.

Deacon Manuel Alfredo Razo

le second of three children
and proud uncle of four neph-
ews, Deacon
Razo, 36, was
born in Valle
Hermoso in
the Mexican
state of Tam-
aulipas to
Agustin and
Angelica Ca-
nales Razo.

aMy  fam-
ily is a 100 per-
cent Catholic
family? Razo
said.°We
prayed the
Rosary ev-
ery day and
attended
Mass every,
every  Sun-
day. When |
was a teenager,
| joined the
church youth group. | grew up in &
very Catholic family and environ-
ment?°

A#ter he graduated from college
as a certi$ed public accountan
Razo worked alongside his fathe
in the family business, a hardwar
store.

One day, the store received wor
of an audit. Nervous, Razo went t
church and vowed that he woulc
attend Mass every single day for

ZERME!O

month if the audit went well.
h ers were answered an
d daily Mass as promr

ised, however, when a montl
elapsed, Razo did not stop going 1
Mass every day.

3 was done with my promise
but | really enjoyed going to Mas:
every day? he said. 2t was a mo
relaxed and contemplative atmo
sphere than on Sundays. | loved it

Razo struck up a friendship witt

» Please $émw priestsp.16
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Obispos
expresan su
preocupaci'n
con violencia

fronteriza

La siguiente carta fue publicada
por los obispos de la frontera me:
cana y tejana a la conclusien de
nuestra reunien en marzo.

los queridos feligreses
Catllicos de las dilcesis
fronterizas de Texas y
M"xico:

Deseamos como obispos de
la regi!n fronteriza alrededor del
Rio Bravo y Grande compartir
nuestra preocupaciln pastoral
sobre el bienestar de nuestras
familias, nuestros j'venes, nuestr:
sociedad. Nos referimos a la
din#mica de violencia criminal
gue pesa sobre nuestras comu-
nidades. Sufren muchos inocen-
tes, madres y padres de familia,
j'venes, ni$os y ancianos. Sufren
particularmente los inmigrantes
por las extorsiones y agresiones
su contra.

La violencia destruye la vida
de sus v%ctimas, y amenaza la ¢
peranza de todos. Est# en proce:
de convertir las ilusiones de toda
una generaci'n en pesadillas de
muerte. Con ra%ces en las fuerz
delincuentes y sin consciencia, le
violencia surge &ltimamente en ¢
agresividad del antiguo enemigo
de la vida humanay de la gracia.
La violencia ha desenfrenado
fuerzas inmensas de poder contr
los mejores anhelos de los ciu-
dadanos de nuestros pa%ses, y

Bishops address border violence
note best defense Is to seek God's ¢

$e following letter was issued by the Tex-Me
Border Bishops at the conclusion of our meet
in March.

many working for the good of all, especially ir
the ministry of giving Christian values to our
youth. May we all be sowers of peace, living
and teaching the just way that Our Lord Jesus
Christ modeled for us.

We ask the Lord, life*s protector, to bring
peace to our beloved border; we beg that Go
convert the hearts of those who deal death:

MOST REVEREND
DANIEL E. FLORES
BISHOP OF BROWNSVILLE

o the beloved Catholic peoples of
the dioceses on the Mexico-Texas
border:

As Bishops of the border region
next to the Rio Grande and Bravo we wish to
share our pastoral concern for the wellbeing
of our families, our youth, and our com- Lord Jesus, You are our peace,
munities. (e concern deals with the border look upon our people beset by violence and
violence that has beset our towns and cities.also need safe spaces in which to grow into @ispersed by fear and insecurity.

Many innocent parents, young persons, chil-Vvirtuous life, and in which to experience the
dren and the elderly su)er as a result of it. (egoodness of life.
immigrants who travel through our lands are ~ Many ask us, ®What can we do?° Ulti- =y right judgment to those who govern us.
special victims of extortion and abuses againstately, we believe, the spiritual resources of arm the hearts of those who forget that we
their persons. people is their greatest asset. We need thesgre sisters and brothers. and bring su&erin
Violence destroys victims* lives, and it~ Spiritual resources, obtained through God?*s ' 9 9
threatens the hope of all. An entire generatiograce, to build a just and peaceful future and death upon us.
is in danger of losing their dreams to a deathfgr our families and communities. What is _
nightmare. Rooted in criminal enterprises, imperative now is that we not allow evil to ~ Grant to them the grace of conversion.
devoid of morals, this violence arises from thdefeat us; we cannot yield the goodness of lifgrotect families,
aggressive ancient enemy of human life and to the evil forces of death. (e best defense our children, adolescents and youth,
grace. Powerful interests have unleashed thexgainst evil is to seek God*s grace, and with our towns and communities.
violence upon the best hopes of the peoplesits help to live for what is good. (e goodness
of our countries, and have created a cyclical,that triumphs over evil is taught daily in our - Ag missjonary disciples of Yours,
tiresome dynamic against them. homes, as we, strengthened by the Sacra- 4 a5 responsible citizens
It is the responsibility of civil authorities ments and prayer, instill in our children the may we foster justice and p1eace in our midst
on both sides of the border to marshal the basic virtues of justice, temperance, l‘ortltude,so that in You our beonle will have a good
necessary resources in order to keep order and prudence. Our spiritual resources are I peop 9
and protect the common good. It is our strengthened when, together, the faithful ~ ''®:
duty as shepherds to instill hope among our fully participate in the communal life of the
faithful in the grace of Our Lord Jesus ChristChurch, especially by attending the Holy
and to collaborate through deeds that build Sacri'ce of the Mass.
up and foster peace. Our families yearn for We are conscious that the building the
a peace that will allow them to raise their  the future we so desire will require heroic
children, to work honestly, and consciously tgperseverance. And so we wish to encouragesigned by the border Bishops of Texas and
seek a more just and healthy future. Childrerour Catholic families, our priests, religious, \jexico on March 3, 2011 gathered at El Pasc
need the example of adults that work with ~ and lay leaders in the struggle for the soul OfTexas.
integrity for the wellbeing of all, and they our society. We are grateful for the e)orts of

Comfort the hurt of the a%icted.

AMEN.

Mary, Queen of Peace, pray for us

levantado una din#mica c%:clica '
agotadora contra los habitantes de

nuestras comunidades.

Les corresponde a las autori-
dades civiles de ambos lados de
la frontera dedicar los recursos
necesarios para mantener el
orden p&blico y el bien com&n.
Nos corresponde a nosotros

como pastores animar a nuestros
'eles a mantener sus esperanzas

en la gracia de Nuestro Se$or
Jesucristo, a ser conjuntamente

constructores de la paz mediante
acciones que la propicia. Nuestra

familias desean paz para criar a
sus hijos, trabajar honestamente

' triunfa sobre el mal se inculca

dad son las fuerzas espirituales d&anta Misa. frontera querida; le suplicamos  a nuestros nilos, adolescentes y
pueblo. Necesitamos de estos re-  Estamos conscientes que que cambie los corazones de los jevenes,

cursos espirituales, conferidos porconstruir el futuro que deseamos portadores de la muerte: a nuestros pueblos y comunidade
la gracia del Se$or, para construirrequiere una constancia heroica.

un futuro pac%’'co y justo para  Deseamos, entonces, animar Selor Jes's, T" eres nuestra paz, Que como disc#pulos misioneros
nuestras familias y comunidades. a nuestras familias catllicas, a  mira nuestro pueblo dalado por la tuyos, cuidadanos responsables,
Lo esencial en este momento es nuestros sacerdotes, religiosas, y violencia y disperso por el miedo ysepamos ser promotores de justic
luchar para no dejarnos vencer |%deres laicos en la lucha para ella inseguridad. y de paz,

por el mal; no podemos ceder el alma de nuestra sociedad. Agra- para que en Ti, nuestro pueblo
bien de la vida a las fuerzas de ladecemos lo que han hecho tantosConsuela el dolor de quienes tenga vida digna.

muerte. La mejor defensa contra para el bien de todos, particular- sufren.

el mal es buscar la gracia del mente en la tarea de formar los Da acierto a las decisiones de
SSe$or, y con la ayuda de la graciaj'lvenes en los valores cristianos. quienes nos gobiernan.
dedicarnos al bien. El bien que

AMEN

Mar#a, Reina de la paz, ruega po
Que seamos todos sembradores Toca el corazen de quienes olvidamosotros.
de la paz, viviendo y ense$ando que somos hermanos y provocan

y luchar conscientemente para un
futuro m#s justo y sano. Los hijos
necesitan de ejemplos de adultos
honestamente entregados al bien
de todos, y necesitan de espacio
seguros para crecer en las virtud
humanas y experimentar libre-
mente lo bueno de la vida.
Muchos nos preguntan,

diariamente en nuestros hogares el camino justo mostrado por sufrimiento y muerte.
familiares, donde, fortalecidos  Nuestro Se$or Jesucristo.
con la gracia de los sacramen- Le pedimos al Se$or, due$o deDales el don de la conversien.
Stos y la oraciln, trasmitimosa la vida, que traiga la paz a nuestréProtege a las familias,
enuestros hijos las virtudes b#sicas

de justicia, templanza y fortaleza
y prudencia. Conjuntamente, |

04 . 1
recursos espirituales de nuestra B|Sh0p Flores' Schedule June 2011
comunidades se fortalecen con

Firmado por los se$ores obispos
de la frontera mexicana y tejana,
reunidos en El Paso, Texas, d%a
de marzo, 2011.

¢Qu" podemos hlacer nosotros? plena participaciln de todos los June 1 All Day Chicagdune 8 7 p.m. Missi

Sabemos que al'ny al cabo, 10S g "an |2 vida comunitaria de  Catholic Relief Service Search Committee Mitg. Con'"rmations for Our Lady of Guadalupe
recursos principales de una socie; iglesia, particularmente en la June 2 All Day Chicagdune 9 noon McAllen Country Cli

7 Catholic Relief Service Search Committee Mtg. Red Mass Planning Committee Lunch
June 3 5:30 pm Brownsdtiiee 9 6:30 p.m. Harlingen
— Graduation Mass for Guadalupe Regional Middle Schoo Con"rmations at Immaculate Heart of Mary
_T'_ June 4 10 a.m. Basilicdune 10 11:30 a.m. Basilic
s !:g 1R} Priestly Ordinations for Manuel Razo and Joaoen&Ze  Mass for World Youth Day Blessing
i June 4 5 p.m. Santa Roeal0 4 p.m. McAllen

THE VA I LEY ATHOLIC Con"rmations for St. Mary Catholic Youth Conference Opening Mass

i June 5 10 a.m. McAliee 11 10 a.m. Missior
700 ’T\Iél:e/gﬁsge(:jzssgg é]f%';ZBéVd" SF?:(:‘]SSQ /’72)2_;%5829'3042 Con"rmations for San Juan Diego _ Con"rmations for Our Lady of the Holy Rosary
June 5 4 p.m. Harlingen June 11 2p.m. Merce
Bishop Daniel E. Flores 'e Valley Catholic e-mail: Con'"rmations for Queen of Peace Con'"rmations for Our Lady of Mercy
Publisher Editor@cdob.org June 6 2p.m. Brownsviliee 11 5:30 p.m. St. Michael'sibss E
A ) Administrative Council Meeting Mass for Sr. Veronica Rivas 50th Ann. of Religfiession
Brendallzlc\ili?ct)trles Riojas +e Valley Catholica publication  jyne 6 7 p.m. Brownsviliee 12-17 All Day Sehitigtalia
of the Diocese of Brownsville, Con"rmations at Christ the King USCCB of Catholic Bishops' Spring General Assembly
Rose Ybarra is published monthly. June 7 7 p.m. Edcduck 18 9:30 a.m. San Juan
Assistant Editor - Con"rmations at St. !eresa of the Infant Jesus Diocesan Pastoral Council

Subscription rate: June 8 9:30 a.m. Sadulanl8 6 p.m. San I

Terry De Leon

; . Con'"rmations at San Isidore
Circulation

$15 per year - $17 outside of Texpraghy teral Council Meeting
$25 out of U.S.
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DANIELLE ROSE

JOSH BLAKESLEY

Share Iin the Missi

' tributions to th I will hel
Valley faithful show (2. 25 et
Support for and mission churches in need s
Bishops Appeal

that they can provide program-
ming that supports family life and
youth activities.
Support of Emergency Aid
«e Valley Catholic for Catholic Charities B Every
year, natural disasters and othe

le faithful of the Rio Grande €mergency  situations  impac
Valley responded to the Bishopdamilies in the Valley. Funds frorr
Annual Appeal this spring raising the appeal will provide a timely
$357,036 to date. In addition toh€lping hand to families in dan-

the contributions made, anothergderous and desperate situations
Support for Spiritual For-

4TH ANNUAL YOUTH CONFERENGE:: " 2

«e Valley Catholic P minister and music minister at
le Diocese of Browns-

d &z SDW Our Lady of Prompt Succor
ville's  fourth  annual ‘{e @

Church in Alexandria,
Q) La. On weekends, he
youth conference is set
for June 10-11 at Holy

o&en travels around
Spirit  Church in

the country, per-
" forming his mu-
McAllen. g
What is it?
it will be two E
days of faith forma-
tion, fellowship, mu-

sic and conduct-

ing workshops
for  musicians.
He also enjoys
speaking at youth

sic, and more among conferences  and

like-minded ~ friends. leading praise and

lis year's theme is 2Em- worship.

powered by the Spirit, °© Danielle Roseb A

based on Acts 1:8, which reads,

aBut you will receive power when

the holy Spirit comes upon you,

and you will be my witnesses ir

Jerusalem, throughout Judea an

2002 graduate of the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame, this

Samaria, and to the ends of thg

earth?

award-winning singer/songwriter
released her "rst album in 2001.
Rose traveled to Delhi to volun-
teer with Mother Teresa of Cal-
cutta's Missionaries of Charity, a
Who is it for?
le conference is open to in-
coming high school freshman to
recent high school graduates.
How much is it?

life-changing experience that in-
le weekend costs $65, which

b

spired her to serve the Lord.
Tony Melendezb He was
born without arms but it hasnt
songwriter and  motivational
includes all meals, housing, ad speake_r fro_m pur_suing hi§_love
mission to the conference and of music. His music and ministry
T-shirt. have taken him to more than 40
You can download the regis- _ s is an awesome opportu-
org or call Holy Spirit Church at |and. Before becoming a priest, h(gf Hi Chugrchosaid Anael Barrera
(956) 631-5295. taught high school speech, dram ; 9 '
Father Leo Patalinghug plack belt in Tae Kwon Do. ?&:;(E:ﬁé t.c.’”f(? V\/?/itf? nin;eirfi:]om
D A priest, chef and television ~ Josh Blakesley In addi- talks, great music and or\)/verf%I
personality, Father Leo is also gon to composing and recording ot érg P
member of the faculty at Mount music, Blakesley serves as a youth®y <"
Religious Sister from
Belgium devotes life |
to Church, teaching
By ROSE YBARRA

stopped this guitarist, singer/
How do | register? countries.
oo . o .
Who is going to be there?  and debate. Father Leo is alsoélbmaCtor of Youth Minisiry. *You
e Valley Catholic

PE#ITAS D From the time
she was seven-years-old, Sist{
Carola Rochtus of the Missionar
Sisters of the Immaculate Hear
of Mary knew she wanted to be &
religious sister and an early child
hood education teacher.

8 used to wear a towel as ¢
veil and line up my dolls to play|. v : , L
school? said Sister Rochtus, 77, a The Valley Catholic
native of Sint-Amands, Belgium. Sister Carola Rochtus of the Missionary Stetdrarofculate Heart of Mary,

Armed with decades of earlyleft and her classroom assistant Jasmine Vailgake&hshe children in
childhood teaching experience,singing, “The Wheels on the Bus.”

Sister Rochtus arrived in the Rio

Grande Valley in 2005 to teachde Palmas colonia the alphabetity celebration on May 22 at St.
preschool at the Maria Luisanumbers, colors, how to followAnne Mission Church in Pe%itas.
Learning Center, located insidethe class rules and much more ifMembers of the community vol-

the Proyecto Desarrollo Com-preparation for kindergarten. unteered to do the cooking. More
munity Center in Pe%itas. Sister Sister Rochtus marked 50than 400 guests were in atten-
Rochtus teaches three-and fouryears as a religious sister and ed@ance, including representatives
year-old children from the Pueblocator with a Mass and commu- » Please Emmitment, p.14

50 years of commitragnt

Development, said that as of earl{erm planning for the construc-
participated. She pointed out thatin the Lower Valley. Eventually
some parishes continue to pro-Such a facility will complement
mote the appeal and remind pathe work already being done &

rishioners that there is still time the St. Eugene de Mazenod R
to support the mission of the newal Center in San Juan, and
Church. other smaller facilities through-

Bishop Flores targeted fourout the diocese. _
speci'c areas that will be sup- Continuing education B
ported by the B|Shop's Appea' Part Of the fundS .I’alsed by th'

Support of parish ministries Bishop's Appeal will be used fo
aimed at building up family life the education of seminarians
and youth formation ® Con- @nd the continuing education of

the clergy.
»Parishes
Parish by City ParticipantdParish by City Participant
Brownsville ;
an Benito
CHRIST THE KING 1 R LADY QUEEN OF THE UNIVERZE
GOOD SHEPHERD ; ,
T BENEDICT'S 1.
HOLY FAMILY 4&T THERESA'S ¢
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 6
SACRED HEART Fo Hondo
ST THOMAS 18T HELEN'S 1

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE t Isabel

OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL g?
ST EUGENE DE MAZENOD R LADY STAR OF THE SEA

ST JOSEPH'S 62 0s Fresnos
ST LUKE'S 164ST CECILIA'S 5
ST MARY'S 90 _
SAN FELIPE DE JESUS EgRanchito
SAN PEDRO 36T IGNATIUS

6QUR LADY OF LOURDES

OUR HEAVENLY FATHER (OImito)
SACRED HEART/LAS RUCIAS

LORD OF THE DIVINE MERCY

Edinburg Harlingen
HOLY FAMILY 56 MMACULATE HEART OF MARY
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION . OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION
McCook 15 QUEEN OF PEACE 2
SACRED HEART 336T ANTHONY'S
CAPILLA DE SAN JOSE/LULL :

gT JOS/ESPH'S can Cal 24@% fxgwlcem: GUADALUPE

T ANN/SAN MANUEL(San Carlos) ™ &1 FRANCIS XAVIER/HARGILL
Alton ST PATRICK/LA SARA
SAN MARTIN DE PORRES SIGANNE MOTHER OF MARY

ST ANTHONY'S
3byford

PRINCE OF PEACE

San Juan ST MARTIN/SEBASTIAN
ST JOHN THE BAPTIST 227 )
La Feria
Alamo ST FRANCIS XAVIER il
RESURRECTION 46
Santa Rosa
Grulla ST MARY'S
HOLY FAMILY 3
] ] McAllen
Rio Grand City HOLY SPIRIT 32
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION S0R LADY OF PERPETUAL HELI54

ST PAUL the APOSTLE/La Puerta  oUR LADY OF SORROWS

La Joya SACRED HEART

OUR LADY QUEEN OF ANGELs ~ SAN JUAN DIEGO
ST MICHAEL Hidalgo
ST WILLIAMS/SULLIVAN CITY  SACRED HEART ‘

Roma
OUR LADY OF REFUGE
HOLY TRINITY/FALCON

Pharr
139r ANNE MOTHER OF MARY
ST FRANCES XAVIER CABRINI

LAMB OF GOD/FRONTON S% JOSEPH THE WORKER
HOLY FAMILY/LOS SAENZ 8T JUDE THADDEUS

ST JOSEPH/SALINENO A MARGARET MARY
Escobares Progreso
SACRED HEART/ESCOBARES  |88LY SPIRIT
Mission Mercedes

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 1I8YR LADY OF MERCY
OUR LADY OF THE HOLY ROSARY 58
O. L. STJOHN OF THE FIELDS  E|dh

ST PAUL'S 95 SACRED HEART

Sharyland CHRIST THE KING/MONTE A

SAN CRISTOBAL DE MAGALLANES!
OUR LADY OF FATIMA (Granjeno) 'P-Y CROSS CATE CTR

OUR LADY OF LOURDES (Madero)10
» Please ggmeal p.14
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Lydia Pesina
Director, Family
Life Oece

Keeping
cultural
values in
the family

s families striving to live

out the gospel values in

a world where they are
olen @&counter cultural® to main-
stream society, may we remembe
the richness of the heritage which
our forefathers passed on to us.
Regardless of the ethnic culture
that passes through our veins,
it behooves us to embrace and
perpetuate those values that help
keep the family happy, healthy,
and holy. In Pope John Paul
II's 1981 Apostolic Exhortation
Familiaris Consortio, he states:
an conformity with her constant
tradition, the Church receives
from the various cultures every-
thing that is able to express bettel
the unsearchable riches of Christ,
(18) Only with the help of all the
cultures will it be possible for
these riches to be manifested eve
more clearly, and for the Church
to progress towards a daily more
complete and profound awarenes
of the truth, which has already
been given to her in its entirety by
the Lord?

Growing up in a Mexican
American family here in the
Valley, the cultural values that |
experienced have been forma-
tive and although there are many,
I would like to highlight a few
which | believe are common in
our area and healthy to uphold.
Including extended family as part
of the family unit (not just parents
and children) promotes a sense of
dommunity® in the broad sense
but also is intrinsic to under-
standing the building of the King-
dom of God through building
Christian Community. Preserving
Spanish language within the fam-
ily connects children and young
people to their grandparents and
tios and tias and the respect that
goes with how Hispanics greet
one another, especially in the
family.

Respect and formality are
intrinsic to Hispanic values. In
many if not most Hispanic fami-
lies, members greet one another,
and especially their elders with
a hug and a kiss. My daughter
hugged and kissed every child in
her pre-school class the "rst day
of school because that was what
was done at home# $e formal
greetings not only convey respect
but also teach. Growing up next
door to my grandparents, my
siblings and | would say 2Hasta
ma%ana Mamagrande® to our
grandmother at bedtime and she
would say 2Que Dios sea servidof
and for many years | thought the
phrase was one word until | "g-
ured out that she was saying @Ma
God be served®

$e respect, connection, and
family ties as part of everyday liv-
ing lead to a respect for life at ev-
ery stage: caring for and teaching
one another's children and caring
for the elderly within the home

» Please 8&dues p.14
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Improving
lives with
work and lovi

of its energy and resources o

KIdS 2 KIdS MiSSiOﬂ communities in need here in the
United States.

volunteers in PelltaS, a\We had a great week? said Me

offers help, therapy

A volunteer from Kids 2 Kids Outreach Misstomdigbes a
session of physical therapy with two preschtwedPsayecto

. ) . ria T. Kaesberg, director of K2K
Desarrollo Humano community center in Pefiitas.

who led a group of 25 in Pe%ita
aWe didnt know what to expect
because we were told that the pe

PE&ITAS B Daniel and Me- ple were generally shy and afrai
lissa Llamas and their six childrerof strangers. Once we got here ar
currently share one bedroom butstarted meeting the people, | thini
that soon will change, thanks tothey recognized that we are hel
volunteers from Kids 2 Kids Out- because of Christ. $ey realize tha
reach Mission Hope (K2K Mis- we want to be friends?®
sion). Sister Fatima Santiago of th

$e family will have two more Missionary Sisters of the Immacu
bedrooms b one for the boys andlate Heart of Mary said that the
one for the girls B and a secondcommunity was receptive to the
bathroom. group's message and o*erings.

Mr. and Mrs. Llamas worked 3We made a few announce
alongside the volunteers as theynents and as you can see, th
made the improvements to theplace is packed? she said, pointir
home. to the large crowd that turned out

a0ur children are especially for physical therapy at the com:
very happy? Mrs. Llamas saidmunity center. 23e mothers are
agey are looking forward to hav- learning how to properly li! and
ing some room to themselvescarry their children to avoid back
Without this help, it would not pain and how to play with their
have happened? children in a healthy way?®

Based out of Rockport, Texas, At the end of the week, Kaes

K2K, an ecumenical nonpro"t or- berg took the group to see thi
ganization recently spent a weelborder wall where they prayed fo
in Pe%itas making improvementsocial justice and comprehensiv
to two homes in the Pueblo deimmigration reform. $e group
Palmas neighborhood. Volun-also visited the Basilica of Ou
teers, many of whom were fromLady of San Juan del Valle-Nation
Hardin-Simmons University in al Shrine, where Kaesberg, wh
Abilene, also o*ered physical theris Catholic, talked about Marian
apy, health and wellness classefevotion and intercession, amony
and other medical services at thether topics.
Proyecto Desarrollo Humano 2$is is an ecumenical group
community center. $e center is a but they le! with a better under-
project of the Missionary Sisters oktanding of the Catholic faith? she
the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  said.

K2K Mission does work in  K2K is planning to return to
Uganda, Guatemala and ViethamPe%itas in July to host a session
$e group recently ceased opera-Vacation Bible School and to assi
tions in Mexico due to the ongoinga family of seven in constructing
violence and has refocused someew home.

NN |

Melissa Llamas, left and her daughter, Hillaily were
smiles after volunteers made improvementsioondeir
adding two extra bedrooms for the family of eight.

A 4 2

A volunteer from Kid 5 2 Kids Outreach ' ’szihiviblemd
resident from the Pueblo de Palmas neighbohlosotben

cultivate q\dditional strength in her arms"

| e

u 1

%

i, o
W T

fie Valley Cathol

the ki re

17 I




MeE/Je f ... 11 To€ Vo €f Coe... T

plocesk | 5|

Participation of laity
IN the church's missic

kingdom of Christ over

all the earth for the glory of
God the Father, to make all men
partakers in redemption and
salvation, and through them to
establish the right relationship
of the entire world to Christ.

Every activity of the Mysti-
cal Body with this in view goes  gpecial vocation: to make the
by the mane of “apostolate®; the Church present and fruitful in
Church exercises it through all - those places and circumstance
Its members, though In various where it is Only through them

ways. In fact, the Christian vo-  that she can become the salt of
cation is, of its nature a vocationthe earth®

to the apostolate as well. Inthe | the Catholic Church,

organism of a living body o there are many lay ecclesial
member plays a purely passive moyements and apostolates; th
part, sharing in the life of the  challenge is for every Christian
body it shares at the same time tg respond in one way or an-
In Its activity. other to their baptismal call. It is
le same is true for the
Body of Christ, the Church:
4he whole Body achieves full
growth in dependence on the
full functioning of each part®
(Eph. 4:16).

Between the members of
this body there exists, further, o make Jesus Christ known to
such a unity and solidarity (cf.  the whole world. We all share in
Eph. 4:16) that a member who  the same mission and this is na
does not work at the growth — an gption for the baptized for we
of the body to the extent of his  myst commit ourselves to the
pOSSIbIlItIeS must be considered missionary work of the Church.
useless both to the Church and le e$ectiveness of our move-
himself. _ . ments and apostolates depend

In the Church there is diver- on the unity with the Lord Jesus

sity of ministry but unity of mis- for it is Him that works through
sion. To the apostles and their  them.

successors Christ has entrusted | qy Apostolic Movements

the o"ce of teaching, sanctify-  are important to the Church for
ing and governing in his name  their e$ectiveness depends on
and by his power. But the laity  their cooperative e$ort and the
are made to share in the priestlymuytual support for each other
prophetical and kingly 0"ce of  and their commitment to the
Christ; they have therefore, in  church. 'e Catholic Church
the Church and in the World, exists in the world to evange-

their own assignmentinthe jize and her deepest identity is
mission Of the WhOle PeOp|e Of Evangeﬁzation_ !e members
God. ] of the di$erent movements and
In the concrete, their aposto- gpostolates seek to bring Chris
late is exercised when they workyg others and they do it well for
at the evangelization and sanc- they are deeply rooted in the
ti#Cation Of men; |t iS eer’Cised p|aces Where Chnst most need
too when they endeavour to  tg pe known in this diversed
have the Gospel spirit perme-  and unique border diocese of
ate and improve the temporal  the Rio Grande Valley.
order, going aboutitinaway |t is through the di$erent
that bears clear witness to C.hI’IS'(_ay Ecclesial movements and
and helps forward the salvation Apostolates that the church is
of men. o able to reach out to the People
le characteristic of the lay  of God in the world. Some of
State being a I|fe Ied in the m|dstthe movements and aposto|ate~
of the world and of secular in our diocese include to name
a$airs, laymen are called by 3 few: Knights of Columbus,
God to make of their apos- Serra Club, Catholic Daughters|
tolate, through the vigour of  cyrsillos de Cristiandad, ACTS
their Christian spirit, a leaven  \Movimiento Familiar Cristiano,

in the world? (DECREE ON  couples for Christ, Renovacion
THE APOSTOLATE OF LAY carismatica, Disciples in Mis-

PEOPLE - APOSTOLICAM  sjon, Encuentro Matrimonial,
ACTUOSITATEM, VATICAN Mmarriage Encounter, Catholic
1] COUnCll, 18 November 1965) Engaged Encounter, Divine

_ e Second Vatican Coun-  \ercy, Altar & Rosary Society,
cil in speaking about the laity,  catholics United for the Faith,
spoke mainly about apostolate. QOplates of St. Benedict Mon-

It de#ned the special role of lay astery of the Good Shepherd,
people in the Church's mission  1jrd Order Franciscans,

in relation to their involve- Encuentro Catolico Musical,
ment in the secular world. le  apostolado de la Cruz, Comu-
Council made it very clear that pjgad AMA, Real Men Pray the
®he apostolate of the laity® is ®a Rosary, RGV Catholic Men's
Sharing in the salvi#c mission of Fe”owship, Legion of Mary’

the Church’. _ Schoenstatt Movement, ProLife

_'e Dogmatic Constitu- Movement and many other
tion on the Church (Lumen movements and apostolates wh

Gentium, 33), said: #!rough are so dedicated to the work of
Baptism and Con#rmation all Evangelization.

are appointed to this apostolate  1ere is much to do to

by the Lord himself. Moreover, spread the Gospel and there ar
by the sacraments, and espe-  many still that have not heard
cially by the Eucharist, that love this good news: that God loves
of God and man whichis the s in Jesus Christ and that the

soul of the apostolate is com- | ord has risen indeed @Why do
municated and nourished. e

laity, however, are given this

le Church was

Deacon

Luis Zuniga
Director, Oece for
Pastoral Planning
& San Juan Diego
Ministry Institute

tism and Con#rmation that we
share in the ministry of Christ
as priest (worship), prophet
(teach) and king (serve). Even
though there are many ways to

» Please $dission, p.15

through the Sacraments of Bapt

do ministry the goal is the same:
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Chris Castillo and his mother, Brownsvillelaatbaslo.

Against the Death pe

aHe said, 'if that were to happen to my mothe
| would take a gun and go a*er the guys, ° Gastil
recalled. 2So that just made me think. | didn't txtan
lbecome a murderer. | didnt want to become that, r
matter what happened to my mother, | didn't want tc
volve into a person like that. So that's whatesiar

By ROSE YBARRA
le Valley Catholic

Chris Castillo, national outreach coordinator fo
the organization, Murder Victims' Families for Rec
onciliation (MVFR) visited the Rio Grande Valley & : . o
speak out against the death penalty. He spoke af't8l O the path of being against the death penalty.
Buen Pastor United Methodist Church in Browns- _~Imost 20 years a*er his mothers death, Castil
ville and was interviewed by Brenda Nettles Riojggn talk about his mothers death but it hasntbee

. . : ; . 'an easy road.
82 ?&éﬂ?\p\ilon N HEEEEE (ML En ENiS 3|t took me #ve or 10 years? he said. 2t jualiye

MVFR, a national organization, is comprised otPOk a while. At #rst, | went through a dep.reslslon
SEa family members of victims of both was happy at work but when | got home, | didn't tvar
TS Fi] e e Wl Op_to tgilkto anyone. | went through that cycle fartale
pose the death penalty in all casesl.mt'I | got help? . .
Castillos mother. Brownsville . . Help included volunteering at local prisons. He
native Pilar C astillo’ -~ robbedo'n.ed a falth—b_ased ministry calle.d Bridges t@,l__lf
and strangled in ,her ST which takes crime victims into prisons to help in:
o [ SN Eallee (e thag:ates see the impact of crime on individuals. & w:
e e e [l s e rough this program that he fo_und forgl\_/eness. _
remodeling her home are respon- at really changed my life, it really did Castill

3 3 . said. @It took all the pain out of what | was goini
sible for her death. Police be“evfgrough and brought me back to my faithe

0,
e e remaintshﬁnssl:j\?eeg 2 ViEe! e Gl & Castillo, who is Catholic, continues to voluntder ¢
: ’%h’e U.S. Federal Prison Camp in Beaumont throug

CASTILLO

His mother's death turned his life upside dow ible stud d oth desioned
but Castillo, a resident of Beaumont, remains 10¢o ¢ Sudy groups and other programs designe
ring faith and healing to the inmates.

P eiore my moiher died. I hadri thought about, “20ng voluneer work in- the prisons realy
' hanged my opinion, too, that these are real peoy

. o , A ,
it too much? Castillo said. 2|t wasnt on my rada hat are very much like you and me? he said. 2ley

o
Scri?rl'he e 6 S mreiers cesl Casills nEae not monsters. A lot of them are individualst the
’ t made bad choices?

working as a newspaper reporter covering the couf : .
T Ty Changing hearts and minds about the death pe
A conversation with a friend, a judge, sealed his

» Please §#=ath penalty p.16
stance on the death penalty.

people's safety from the aggressato them lethal harm.
Wh at the authority will limit itself to such In so speaking, the pope was
means¥# undoubtedly speaking of nations
So the key issue is whether owhich have prison systems securt
Chu rCh teaChaSthe death penalty is 2the onlyenough to protect the public from
way possible® of protecting humanthe most violent criminals. Such a
- lives. nation is the United States, and it
(I;rgrr]rérg/llsgcr.thzogﬁ)réel\s/lg r(]J?riBr\c/)lv(\:/%P— When Pope John Paul Il clari-is this logic which has led us bish-
ville: ed the Church's opposition to theops in Texas, and throughout the
I;s there a contradiction be- death penalty, he allowed that on@ation, to speak with one voice in
tween the U.S. Bishops' oppositiorgomd imagine such an extremeopposing the death penalty any-
to the death penalty in this nation reakdown of social order thatwhere in the U.S. _
and the teaching found in theChaOS and savagery threatened Bear in mind: Experience has
Catholic Catechism. which seemd® utterly destroy civilization it- shown that sometimes the most
I way? No self. In such extreme situationshardened criminals, once given
the contradiction is only abpar—' he said, it is conceivable that thehe opportunity to mature and re-
ot e Calechism states thatéthe death penalty would be one of thepent, can discover the good within
tradi;[ional teaching of the Church few instruments by which societythemselves that was lost, and #n
(i.e. on the sacredness of huma ould protect itself from being redemption. !e death penalty
Iif.e). does not exclude recourse t&€stroyed, and would  thereforeeliminates any such possibility for
the death penalty, if this is the 0n|>)'|ghtly be deemed as necessargood to triumph over evil in the
possible way of e1$ectively defendBUt: the pope hastened to add, isouls of those condemned, anc
ing human lives against the unjusfs barely conceivable that suclis again why we bishops oppose
aggressor® (2267) conditions could arise anywherethe death penalty in this nation.
Ie sarﬁe aricle of the Cats in the world today. Almost cer- Killing the condemned destroys
ech.ism then goes on to say, alftaunly they could not arise in thetheir humanity, and wounds our
eeevEr. mordeil TreEne ’areadvanced nations, which have théumanity as well. It is not worthy
Ssu” cient’ to defend and protect means of securely protecting theof us as Americans or as childrer

innocent from those who would of God.



Special to ee Valley Catholic

COLUMBUS, Ohio b A fes-
tive spirit at the Ponti#cal College
Josephinum could not be damp-
ened by unseasonably cool tem-
peratures and cloudy skies on the
morning of May 7 as the seminary
celebrated its 112th Baccalaureate
Mass and Commencement Exer-
cises.

Most Reverend Bernard A.
Hebda, Bishop of Gaylord, was
the principal celebrant and hom-
ilist for the Baccalaureate Mass
held in Saint Turibius Chapel,
the largest of the seminary's four
chapels. He was joined at the altar
by many visiting priests, as well as
by the priests of the Josephinums
faculty.

On behalf of the seminary
community, Very Reverend James
A. Wehner, Rector / President,
olered words of welcome to the

family and friends of the gradu-
ates. @Today we celebrate our
112th Baccalaureate Mass, prais-
ing God for his divine mercy and
his goodness?® he said. 2Bishop
Hebda, thank you for being here,
for your support of the Josephi-
num, and for the many ways

morning for Commencement Ex-
ercises. Honored guests were Most
Reverend Frederick F. Campbell,
Bishop of Columbus, and Most
Reverend R. Daniel Conlon, Bish-
op of Steubenville and Chair of
the Josephinum's Board of Trust-
ees. Degrees were conferred by

your apostolic ministry promotes Father Wehner; 35 seminarians
priestly vocations® from 13 dilerent dioceses were
Following the Introductory discerning what it is that God de-granted degrees from the Josephi-
Rites and scripture readings, num's College of Liberal Arts, Pre-
Bishop Hebda o!ered a beautiful %eology program, and School of
homily about trusting in Jesus and %eology. A Bachelor of Arts de-
allowing Jesus to lead and guide. gree was awarded to 20 seminar-
a%ose of you who are graduat- ians, while 9 other seminarians
ing from this wonderful institu- earned a Bachelor of Philosophy
tion have just had a very power- or a Certi#cate of Achievement
ful experience of Jesus' love and in Philosophical and %eological
his presence? he said. 2Make sure Studies. %e degree Master of Di-
that you are not leaving Jesus here vinity, which signi#es completion

at the Josephinum. It has to be Je- _ __of the requirements for priestly
sus who leads, who plans our cakires for you? he said. Continueygination, was awarded to 6

endar, who sets our agenda, whto 2rust the subtle movements iNgeacons of the School of %eol-
guides our relationships. Do notyour heart, testing to see Wheth-ogy including brothers Matthew
go forward with a plan or pro- er something is of God, to se oo’nan and Terrence Coonan

gram unless you know it is fromwhether it is God's desire for you?

Fort Wayne-South Bend) who,
0,
God? Yoe Baccalaureate Mass walgn addition to the MDiv, earned

%e bishop spoke to the followed by a celebratory recep- i
knowledge anrc)j skFi)IIs learned intion for the family and friends of a Master of Arts in %eolcngy and
seminary, particularly the gi" the graduating seminarians. Near? Bachelor of Sacred 'A)eology
of spiritual discernment and its ly 200 visitors were on campus fof> ' B) the latter a ponti#cal de-
helpfulness in determining God'sthe day's festivities. gree conferred by the Josephinum
will. As youve been discerning  Graduates and guests returned? a&liation with the Ponti#cal
your vocation, you have also beeto Saint Turibius Chapel later thatLateran University in Rome.

»Obituaries

FATHER BENEDICTO ORHiirch in Weslaco; and as chapBrownsville since 1991.
Father Benedicto Ortiz, alain at Knapp Medical Center in  He served as the chaplain
retired priest of the Diocese ofWeslaco. for the
Brownsville, died on May 14 in Before arriving in the Rio Benedic-
San Juan, Texas. He was 80. Grande Valley, Father Ortiz wastine Mon-
Father Ortiz was born in Pa-a chaplain with the New York Po-astery  of
tillas, Puerto Rico on Septembetice Department in Brooklyn. the Good

1, 1930 and Father Ortiz was preceded inShepherd

was or- death by his parents, Higinio andin Rio

dained to Herminia Ortiz and his sister, Grande

the priest- Edicta Cruz. He is survived byCity  for

hood on several nieces and nephews.  seven years

April 13, Bishop Daniel E. Flores cel-and was very FELION

1957 in San ebrated the funeral Mass on Mayactive in prison ministry. Father

Juan, Puer- 18 at Our Lady of GuadalupeFelion also #lled in for priests

to Rico. Church in Brownsville. Burial who were ill or on vacation
Dur- followed at Buena Vista Burialthroughout the diocese.

ing his min- Park in Brownsville. A funeral Mass was celebrat-

istry in the Memorial contributions may ed by Bishop Daniel E. Flores at

Diocese of Brownsville, Fa-be made to the Bishop's AnnualSt. Anthony Church in Harlingen

ther Ortiz served in the city of Diocesan Appeal. on May 13. His body was trans-
Brownsville as pastor of Good ported to Minnesota for burial.
Shepherd Church and Our Lady FATHER JEROME FELIONFather Felion is survived by
of Guadalupe Church. He alsdrather Jerome 2Jerry® Felion, 8%is brother, Paul Felion, MD of
served at Our Lady of Sorrowgdied on May 10 at Sunshine Hala Crosse, Wis. and nephews,
Church in McAllen; St. An- ven Hospice in Olmito. Father Timothy James (Yolanda) Felion
thony Church in Harlingen; St. Felion, a retired priest of the Di-and Eric Felion all of Harlingen
Anne Mother of Mary Church ocese of Crookston, Minn., hadand numerous other nieces and
in Pharr; Holy Spirit Church in been living and providing minis- nephews from the Minneapolis,
Progreso; San Martin de Porrederial assistance in the Diocese d¥linn. area.

*2 courage to refuse
0 cooperate In evil

_rll_eIeF(z:trici?n bytra_ded, ))Mak|ng Sense
/I_ \bWitth wochicren and - QUt Of Bloethics

Minneapolis. He was laid o! his
job in July 2009. A"er looking
for work for more than a year

_ Tadeusz
and a half, he got a call from his Pacholczyk
Io_cal union in February 2011 Priest of the
with the news anyone who Diocese of Fall
is unemployed longs for, not River

just a job o'er, but one with
responsibility and a good salary

of almost $70,000 a year. He there might sicken the carrier's
ultimately turned the oler down, stomach, delivering the malil
however, because he discovered would not constitute an essential
that he was being asked to ingredient to the wrongful
oversee the electrical work at a destruction of human life that
new Planned Parenthood facility occurs there.
under construction in St. Paulon ~ On the other hand, driving
University Avenue. Aware that  someone to an abortion clinic
abortions would be performed  so she can undergo an abortion,
there, he knew his work would  assisting as a nurse in the
involve him in @cooperation operating room during a tubal
with evil? and he courageously ligation, or thawing out human
declined the oler. embryos from the deep freeze si

Signi#cant moral issues can that a researcher might vivisect
arise if we knowingly cooperate them for their stem cells b even
in another's evil actions, even if we opposed the practices D all
though we dont perform would constitute unacceptable
those evil actions ourselves. forms of immediate material
Some helpful 2principles cooperation with evil.
of cooperation® have been Real world decisions about
developed over the centuries in  cooperation can be daunting
the Catholic moral tradition as a and complex. Pharmacists,
way of discerning how properly for example, cannot in good
to avoid, limit, or distance conscience provide the morning-
ourselves from evil, especially  a"er pill for use by a woman
intrinsically evil actions. In who has had consensual sex an
particular, these principles enablewishes to avoid a pregnancy.
us to recognize that there are  %e morning-a"er pill has a
certain real-life situations when contraceptive elect, and may
we must refuse to cooperate. sometimes also work by altering

A simple example can be the uterine environment and
helpful to illustrate some of these preventing implantation of an
principles: suppose a nurse were embryo (causing a pregnancy
to hand the instruments to a loss/abortion). Even if the
physician performing a direct pharmacist personally opposed
abortion, or turn on the suction both contraception and abortion,
machine used to dismember by providing the pill and
the unborn baby. If the nurse knowing the purposes to which i
intended the abortion, she would would be put, he would cooperat
be guilty of formal cooperation  in wrongdoing in an immediate
in evil. Yet even if she personally and material way.
opposed the abortion and In fact, a pharmacist in these
did not share the intention of circumstances would not even b
the physician performing the able to refer the woman to a co-
procedure, there would still be  worker, because if he were to do
grave moral objections to her ~ so, he would still be cooperating
cooperation. Because she would in an essential way in the causal
be participating in circumstances chain leading to the prevention
essential to the performance of or ending of a pregnancy. He
that particular act of abortion, ~ would rather have to decline to
like handing instruments or assist her, forcing the woman
turning on the suction machine, herself to initiate a new sequenc
her cooperation would be of choices and actions that woulc
morally unacceptable, and would not involve him B approaching a
be known as immediate material di'erent pharmacist, for example
cooperation. who might then provide the

%e key point, then, isthat  drug. For a pharmacist to choost
both types of cooperation (formalthe morally correct course of
and immediate material) are action in this situation not only
morally unacceptable. Whenever requires fortitude, but also could
we are faced with the temptation cause signi#cant tension with his
to cooperate in intrinsically evil ~ supervisor, the pharmacy owner
actions like abortion, destruction and with others who work there,
of embryos for stem cell researchparticularly if such a scenario ha
euthanasia, assisted suicide, or not been discussed ahead of tirr
direct sterilization, morally we Modern health care is replete
must refuse. %is is di'erent, for with situations that tempt us
example, from what theologians to cooperate immorally in

call @remote cooperation® in

evil. Clearly, certain activities

another's evil, as, for example, is like abortion are not authentic

done by the postal carrier who
delivers letters to an abortion
facility; although what occurs

medicine at all, but rather, acts
of immorality veiled behind the

» Please 24, p.15



Visit the Diocese of Brownsville’s
new website at www.cdob.org

The new website includes up-to-date directory of ministries, parishes and Catholic schools,
as well as new digital reources like videos, audio ¢les and photos.




The Word of God in the Life
and Mission of the Church

JUNE 5

(Solemnity of the Ascension of t
Lord)

And behold, 8 am with you alwa
until the end of the age?®
Reading | Acts 1:1-11

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9

Reading Il Eph 1:17-23

Gospel Mt 28:16-20
JUNE 12

(Pentecost Sunday Mass during {
Day )

aJesus stood up and exclaimed, 3
anyone who thirsts come to me a
drink?®

Reading | Acts 2:1-11

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 3

Reading Il 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13

Gospel Jn 20:19-23

JUNE 19

("e Solemnity of the Most Holy
Trinity)

3God so loved the world that

gave his only Son, so that every,

who believes in him might not p¢
ish but might have eternal life®

Reading | Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9

Responsorial Psalm
Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 5

Reading Il 2 Cor 13:11-13

Gospel Jn 3:16-18

JUNE 26
(Fi#h Sunday of Easter)

Jesus said to him, & am the

and the truth and the life. No o

comes to the Father except thro
me?°

Reading | Acts 6:1-7

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 33:1-2, 4-5,

Reading Il 1Pt 2:4-9

Gospel Jn 14:1-12

JUNE 26

(Solemnity of the Most Holy Body 4
Blood of Christ )

Jesus said to them: 8Whoever ¢

my %esh and drinks my blood

eternal life, and | will raise him d
the last day®

Reading | Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a

Responsorial Psalm
147:12-13, 14-15, 19-

Reading Il 1 Cor 10:16-17

Gospel Jn 6:51-58

The word of the lord abides for ey
This word is the Gospel which wa|
preached to you® (1 Pet 1:25; cf. |
40:8). With this assertion from the
First Letter of Saint Peter, which
takes up the words of the Prophet
Isaiah, we find ourselves before
the mystery of God, who has mad
himself known through the gift of
word. This word, which abides for
ever, entered into time. God spokg
his eternal Word humanly; his Wo
apecame flesh® (Jn 1:14). This is
good news. This is the proclamati
which has come down the centuri
to us today.

Disciples in Mission: Six Wee
with the Bible

Get Involved!

Feast Day
-July 1



PARISHES 9

Those Whderve: Father E!'ri Matthias Selemobri, MSH



Events »Beati!cation

highlight
courage, faith

By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY D Pope

John Paul Il was a true believer,
a courageous voice of truth and
a man whose witness to the faith
grew more eloquent as his abil-
ity to speak declined, Pope Bene-
dict XVI and others who worked
closely with the late pope said at

events for his beati!cation.

aJohn Paul Il is blessed be-
cause of his faith b a strong, gen-
erous and apostolic faith? Pope
Benedict said May 1 just minutes
a"er formally beatifying his pre-
decessor.

In the beati!cation proclama-
tion, Pope Benedict said that a"er
a consultation with many bishops
and faithful and a study by the
Congregation for Saints' Causes,
he had decided that 2he vener-
able servant of God, John Paul II,
pope, henceforth will be called
blessed® and his feast will be Oct.

22, the anniversary of the inaugu-
ration of his ponti!cate in 1978.

ltalian police said that for
the beati!cation Mass more than
1 million people were gathered
in and around the Vatican and
in front of large video screens in
several parts of Rome. #e next
morning 60,000 people gathered
in St. Peter's Square for a Mass in
thanksgiving for the beati!cation.

#e o$cial celebrations began
with a nighttime prayer vigil April
30 at the Circus Maximus, the site
of ancient Roman racetrack.

#e crowd D estimated at
about 200,000 people D cheered
French Sister Marie Simon-

Pierre, whose cure from Parkin-
son's disease was accepted as the
miracle that paved the way for
Pope John Paul's beatilcation.
#e nun beamed as she recounted
her unexpected healing.

She said when she was diag-
nosed with Parkinson's in 2001 at
the age of 40, she found it di$cult
to watch Pope John Paul, who
su%ered from the same disease.

3] saw in him the image of my ill-
ness. But | admired his strength
and courage? she said.

Two months a'er the pope
died, her condition worsened.
#en, a"er prayers to the late
pope, she awoke early one morn-
ing feeling well rested.

3] felt something had changed
in me, and | was healed? she said.
#e crowd in the Circus Maximus
erupted in applause.

Many others in the crowds for
the events also had personal sto-
ries about Pope John Paul. Like-
wise, Pope Benedict ended his
homily at the beati!cation Mass
sharing his own personal story.

3 would like to thank God
for the gi" of having worked for
many years with Blessed Pope
John Paul 11? he said.

As prefect of the Congre- Photos by Catholic News Service
gation for the Doctrine of the ABOVE: A tapestry bearing a 1995 photo &fdpe latbn
Faith from 1982 until his elec- Paul Il hangs from St. Peter’s Basilica doeiaty bation
tion in 2005, Pope Benedict saidMass at the Vatican May 1.
he worked at the pope's side ®and EFT: Pope Benedict XV kisses a relic of Payielsn
came to revere him? he celebrates the beatiecation Mass of hisssmdacst.
~ ®His example of prayer Con- peter's square at the Vatican May 1.
tlnu.ally |mprgssed and edll_ed RIGHT: People pack St. Peter’'s Square arell¢h€dfia d
me: he remalneq deeply unltedciliazione leading up to the square duringithatioeadf
to God even amid the many de- .
mands of his ministry® the pope Pope John Paul Il May 1 a}t the Vatlca.m. ‘Iﬂsh =015 10)
said. moved a step closer to sainthood during aleymrs/ce

that drew more t han 1 million people.

Small miracle
happen at

beati! cation,
pilgrims say

Tweets at St.
Pete's: blogge
and the

Vatican meet

By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY B Some
things just cant be done online
Like shake the hand of a bloggin
Benedictine nun (aka @Digitalnur
on Twitter) and get her advice or
how to create a pro!table app witt
no start-up money.

Or drink prosecco, nibble on
focaccia and discover while chai
ting with a scientist who blogs
about biology and religion that he
is a Protestant married to a Muslir
and couldnt believe he was invites
to a Vatican event.

At a landmark 2Blog Meet? the
pontilcal councils for culture and
for social communications brought
together 150 bloggers B in the &es
b from all parts of the world May
2 to get a sense of their hopes ai
concerns. Once again, the churc
insisted the virtual world should
only be a tool, not a substitute fot
real human contact, even when th
meeting underlines the extraordi-
nary powers of new media.

Greeting people face-to-face
also broke down some barriers an
suspicions that have built up ove
the years between some blogge
and the sometimes communica
tion-challenged Catholic hierarchy

And create communion they
did; the St. Peter-meets-tweetel
blognic was a real coup B a min
Berlin Wall knock-down B as call-
ing cards, emails and hugs were e
changed.



Lydia Pesina
Director, Family
Life O!ce






New feature on #e Valley

Eucharistic Prayer’ death and resurrection are present

) to us now at every Eucharist. >is
continued from pg. 8 is followed by the O<ering where
prophecy is that of the su<ering  the priest o<ers to the Father the
servant in the book of Isaiah. In  perfect self-o<ering of Jesus Chris
Isaiah 5=:11-12 we hear: 2>rough Intercessions follow next where
his su<ering, my servant shall prayers are o<ered for the living

Catholic page of the DiOCGS%"Stify many, and their guilt he shalland the dead. >e Eucharistic

of Brownsville's website.

Every Monday, a new Church of the
Week is featured on the diocesan
website with a two-minute slideshow
and a short pro$le and informa-

tion about what makes the church
distinctive.

www.cdob.org

earva.And he shall take away the Prayer concludes with a Doxology
sins of many, and win pardon for in which praise is given to God the
their o<enses? >is is from the Father through, with and in Christ
$rst reading we hear every Good in the unity of the Holy Spirit.
Friday. In the next installment we will

>e Anamnesis comes next treat the Memorial Acclamation

and in this part of the prayer we  and Great Amen to the Eucharistic
remember and recall the saving  Prayer.
death and resurrection of the Lord. b
>is remembering is not simply ~ Father Greg Labus serves as Cc
calling to mind what happened dinator of Liturgy & Worship in the

historically two thousand years ago'.:)'OCese of Brownsville and is pas

More importantly, the passion, of Our Lady of Mercy in Mercedes
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»Media Resource Center

Recommended by SISTER MAUREEN CROSBY, SSD
Coordinator of the Media Resource Center - Diocese of Brownsville

»Worth Watching »From the Bookshelf

Catholic Update
Guide to Changes
in Mass

Forma®VD

PublisherU.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops (2011)
Lengthi8 brief video segments
The factsDiscusses the changes
in the Mass from the Roman
Missal, Third Edition. Provides
down-to-earth examples, frequent
illustrations, and brief glimpses of
the new texts. Includes leader’s
guide on CD-ROM.

Mass of
Renewal

FormatPiano-Organ-Choral-Guitar
Accompaniment Book
Authors:David Kauffman and
William Gokelman

PublisherGood for the Soul Music
(2011)

The factsA great resource for
musical leaders complete with
everything you will need to prepare
for the implementation of the
Roman Missal, Third Edition.
Includes separate Piano/Vocal,
Organ/Vocal and Guitar/Vocal
scores for minimal page turns.

Googling God

Author:Mike Hayes
PublisherPaulist Press (2007)
Length:208 pages, paperback
The factsProvides ideas for an
effective and ministerial approach
to youth and young adults. The
author has worked within the
Catholic Church trying to discern
the needs of young adults (those
between the ages of 18 and

39, both married and single).
Hayes has uncovered a wealth of
material pertaining to their identity,
longings, beliefs, aflliations, and
vocational pursuits.

Tell Me A Story

Author:Lisa Suhay
PublisherParaclete Press (2000)
Length:164 pages

The factsA collection of modern
fables, the book teaches lessons
with the comfort and wisdom we
remember from the lore of our
childhood. Instead of advising or
preaching, it allows the reader to
take a breather from a world where
problems demand immediate
solutions. Though we have grown
and our problems have become
more complex, many solutions
remain as simple as remembering
the basics of love, honesty,
friendship and faith.
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Evil,

continued from pg. 6

professionalism of white coats
and institutional protocols. Great
care, discretion, and courage
are required as we seek to avoid
cooperation in medical situations
where immoral practices may

not only be tolerated, but even at
times almost imposed on us.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and
did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is

a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA,
and serves as the Director of Education at
le National Catholic Bioethics Center in
Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.org

Mission,
continued from pg. 5

[0}
you seek the Living One among
the dead? He is not here, but He
has been raised® (Gospel of Sain
Luke 24). At the center of our

lam&atholic Christian worship is the

Holy Eucharist, our spiritual food
ther our journey to the heavenly
banquet.

Bishop Daniel E. Flores
celebrated a special Mass with
all members and leaders of the

Ui&%nt diocesan lay ecclesial

“ ments and apostolates on
May 28 at the Basilica of Our
Lady of San Juan. At this Mass
Bishop Flores spoke about the

aNew Evangelization in the Rio
Grande Valley®.

As we approach the feast of
Pentecost on June 12, may the
Holy Spirit continue to give our
committed brothers and sisters of
Gl the lay movements and apos-
tolates in our diocese the grace
necessary to continue the good
work of evangelization as we wit-
ness Christ in the world.

asuddenly a sound came
from heaven like the rush of a
mighty wind, and it Slled all the
house where they were sitting.
And there appeared to them
tongues as of Sre, distributed and
resting on each one of them. And
they were all Slled with the Holy
Spirit° (Acts 2:2-3)
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